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TO THE 
KEADER: 


\ S zt ſhould be our work to pet our 


Tudgments inform'd, ſo our con- 
wverſation reform'd : As we ſhould ger 
our heads fill d with Goſpel-light, ſo 
our lives ſhould be fil'd with Goſpet- 
holineſs : £nd as we ſhould hold faſt 
that which is good, ſo we ſhould hold - 
= forth that which is good. Saith Paul 
of the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 3. 3. Ye 
are manifeſtly declared to be Epiſtles | 
of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, written 
not with Ink, but with the Spirit 
of the Living God ; not in 'Tables of... 
| None, but in the fleſhly Tables of the 
heart. And of the Theſlalonians, -. 


4 #- I Theſ. 1, 8. From you: ſounded out 
'z + the Word of the Lord, not onely in_ -. 
4] © Macedonia, and Achaia, but alſo in 
4 eveth place your faith to Godward /- 
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To the Reader. 
mendation. of a Chriſtian , to have 


Truth writ in his heart, and read in 


is life. Saith the ſame Aﬀvſtle cf the 


Romans, Row. 6.17. YeRave obeyed 


from the heart that forn; of Doctrine 
os iy mapN3ers, into witch you 
were delivered. To» have loffrine not 


only deliyered to us,. but to be deli- 


wered u) into that DoErine, ſo as to 
be fram'd and mouided into the fa- 


ſuion of it, s thats oe ſhould Inbour 


efter. . How far the/e enſuing ſheets 


tend. ro promote this wori, I leave to 


be confidered. Now that our hearts - © 


may be ſo (aniZife d by Truth, as that 


we way ovey Truth from the heart, 
Fr, the Prayer. of thy | | 


L . 


| Well-wither, 
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An Alphabctical Table refer- 
ing to the principal things 
contain d jn theſe Contem- 

plations ro which the fi- 
[KI gures direCt. 


4 
x % . it. hw _. —_—_—_— —_— —_—— mm —_— 


A 


 Ceefs, Believers have acceſs to | 
God with boldneſs, Contem wi 7 
Afictions, to prepare for them Noo 4 
they come , and to improve thens. ) 3 
di when cone, "and how to do it. 62-1. 
.' * God the Authorof they. _ | "6x. 
YN is The common failings of the people Py 
3 Ged wxder them. | 
I IThat it is eaſier to diſcern the Righ= / 7: 3 
'X teonjneſt! of God, than ug Gay. 1 


The- Contents. 


Chriſt, how to be received, 17, 19 
That there is to be a ccontiunal re- 


1 neſs in them. "64 
i "They may be continued afier cleanſi ing 
' merk , and why ? &. 65 
| B 

Brazen Serpent, how a Type of 
f Chriſt . 18 
| *Bonaage, when from the nt and 
| 'when not. 75 
| 

ATP C 

| Care, what care a Chriſtian ſhould 
| take ? and what nut ? 86 


”  . Cexving of him, 20 
F. That there is to be a walking in him 
a8 We have received him. 21 


| Looſe that would have Chriſt ts 

"S F- Cceive 1hem when they die, muſt 

receive Chriſt whilſt they live. 40 
2 Chreſt lives in the weakeſt Believer 

Pa. ed what aſe ro be made of it, 2& 

Believors roo apt to live upon ſome- 


thing 


The Contents: 
thing ſhort” of Chriſt, as tneir 


own rrſolations, their graces Ye- 
ive! , .and their preſent attain- 
ments. SI 
Some queſtion their cloſing with hins, 
becauſe they fear their ends were 

| not right, 73 

| Communion with God prow'd, with 
a deſcription of thoſe that enjoy 
it. Zo 
| Conſideration of uſe in order ts con- 

}, converſion. | 

Convittions, what waies perſons ſhiſs 
out of them, 4 
Converſation, what it is to have @ 
good conver fation in Chriff. 4 
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Darkneſs, a Saint may be. under \; 
darkneſs, yet then "tis his duty 

| 4 lc; t aft 1u God. 2 "» 
»- Dead, we muſt diſtinguiſh between - 
i * 'a dead frame, and a dead ſtate, 
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The Contents. 


Deſires, what thoſe are that argue 
true Grace, and what not, 

Duties call for the exerciſe of proper 

YACES, 93 


| Three duties of great concerumens, 


which tena whcb to promote each 


the other, 32 
E 


Eleftion, the dofirine thereof ſhould 
not hind:r, but further onr goiag 
to Chriſt, I'2 

Experiences, great uſe to be maae 

both of our own, and the experi= 


ences of orhers, 0 T0, ol 
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Faith, a Chriffian is to live by 
, Faith, and why? —_— - 
What it is to live by Faith ? 37 
Faith to be exerciſed in the want 
of ſpiritual feeling, 38. 
That we ſkopld die in Faith, as well 
ATR as. 


The Contents. 


as live by Faith, and what it :s 
 ſato ae? ; 29 
Some (mcere fouls queſtion Faith,be- 
| canſe they feel corri:ptions work- 
| ng. 69 
S.me becauſe they want comfort with 


ſomething prepounacd by way of 


relief. 7a 
| . Fear, holy Fear and foy mutually 
bk promote each the othcr. cF 
y G 


'* God, unchangeable in his Love to 
| kis Children, though he. "may 


change his diſpenſation. 60 
Goalineſs, wherein the power thereof 
conſiſteti2 ? +: to 

Good, a Child of God fhall want .no 

i good ting, 46 


Grace. to be exerciſ:d ſwitable to the 
various ſeaſons and Cond tiows. we 


y are rnaer. - 93 
How it eros ? —_ 04 
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Many Felievers ſpend that time in 
F queſt :oning whether they have 
' grace, which they ſhould ſpend in 


aſing of grace. 74 
wi 
Holineſs: rewarded here. as well as 
hereafter. | 50 
: 


Jeruſalem, why all Jeruſalem trow- 


- bled at the birth of Chriſt? 59 
 Tuſtice exerciſed as well'as Mercy 


in the pardow-of ſin. I3 
Tuſt fication , the Doftrine of it 


- opened, 22,23 
The feeming difference between Paul 


_ and James abonr uſt ificat ion re- 
coxciled, | 24. 


Many clear in the dottrinal part, 


yet fail as to the pratiical part, 


and wherein? 26-4"; 
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Knowledge and Practice to be j joyn- 
ed together, * 


L 


Law, how under it, and how not * 


unaer it ? 98 
Life , Spiritual Life , wherein it- 
confiſteth? 2 
Alſo deſcribed, with the exceller:cy 
of it, 27, 28 


Eight, perſons aignified from it. 49 

Mercy when cut of common provi= 
dence, or ſpecial love. 44.96 

Where God Fives (ne mercy ont pd 
Love, he grves more. 


How to raiſe an high eſteem. i 


[A mercy Cc £ 4 5: 

> Mortification, how we are to mor- 
BY, tife ſin? 32,34,35 | 
1 Eſpecially our iniquity. £46 4 
@ | E 


; uy Why perſons meet wit ſo little ſuce 
RX. * A 4. Ce Tt 
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The Contexts: | 
ceſs in mortifying of ſin ? 67 


Ercouragements as to the mortifying 


of fr. 
O 


Ordinances, fome have too. low 
thoughts, and ſome tco high 
thoughts of rhem, and wherein *? 

| 60 

Some complain of the want of.a bleſ- 
ſing in them,becauſe they overlook 
the bleſſing. 78 

Some under a temptation to. keep 
from them, becauſe not prepared. 


79. 


P 


Pardon, the abounding grace of God 
in pardoning ſit 9 


Precept to be bronght to a Promiſe, 


and pleadea in Prayer. C2. 


Power, many pretend want of power 


to comz to Ch:ijt, wien "tis. 


of Wil, | 5 
F:iiae 
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: Pride ſometimes miſraken fi or bhumis 


lity, and wherein ? I 0 


Praiſe to be renared thronwgh Chriſh, 


47 


Prayer, ſeveral Aronmgnts to raiſe 
Faith in Prayer, ",.. 7 


Prayer, not to inform God, but to 


make us ſenſible of our wants, 53. 
What it us to pray 1# the Sp:rit ? 54. 
We are not to neoleth means in the 

#ſ: of Prayer, or Prayer in the 


ſe of means. (5. 
What doubts they ave that hinacr 
' Prayer ? ._ 
We mpſt look after the retarn of 

Prayer, = 
How to judge of the Anſwer of 

Prayer ? 58 
Promiſes, what uſe to makes of them 

in going to Chyiſt ? 14. 


How rightly to improve them? If 
We muſt diſtingaiſh bet wee comfort 
in a Promiſe, aud Chriſt in 4 
Promiſe. | I'6 
That 


v- The Contents. 
That which givgs propriety in a Prc> 
miſe, is the accepting of it. 88 
Promifes to be made nfe of, though 
corruption be high, and grace go 
ES, I 

They are free and firm, and 35y ſo ? 


9I 
2, 


Dralifications, how to judge of them 


1 in reference to Promiſes ? 89 

F JALrench the Spirit of Gog, how 

quenched? 77 
S 


- Repentance to be a continued work , 
and how thereby it comes to be 
refiaed, aid made more Evan- 

geligal 2 :- WI 
Righteonſneſs, all Believers equally 
ntereſt:d in the Righteouſneſs 


of Chriſt. 2J-*: 


- Saints 
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The Contents, 
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Saints, all the Saints of God his 
firſt-borr, and Heirs, with the 
reaſon of it , BE ”- - 

Sin ſhould not hinder from going to 
Caris. 

Jn turning from fin, we ſhould turn 
to God in Chriſt, and not to ofir 
own righteouſneſs. \ 

Sorrow for ſin to be greateſt ſorrow, 
and wherein it exceeds other ſor- 

Scripture, many wreſtcd and miſta-. 


ken, 6 
row that ſeems greater, 3T 
Spirit of God 4 Spirit of Liberty, 
and wherein, 98 

Hlow quenched ? K - {2 
T | 


Talents to be improved, and work 

. © to be finiſhed. 48 

Teachings., the excellency of .the 
Teach; 


ngs of Ged , and wherein 
they 


| The Congents. 
they tranſcend all other. Teach- 


| | 99 
Treft, we muſt truſt in God both 
im the abſence and preſence of 
means. © G3 
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Works to be finiſhed ap. . 48 
How a Chriſtiau may make his work. 
eaſie, and his liſe fruitful? B84 


Es Practical 


wo & « ——C—_———— —cﬀ —— 


| 
d 
+ 


SSSLAS SES £2.40. 


LAGEEEES CRIES: 
PRACTICAL 
CONTEMPLAT 1 ONS. 


Contemplation I. 


S light 1 15 pleaſant to o 
eye,lo 18 knowledge tothe 
mind ; therefare men ae- 
cording to their inclinati-' 

ons,bend their ſtudies for the increaſe 

thereof; amongſt whom, many pitch 
upon Divioity; and though ſome after 

long ſtudy, remam very 19 1onorant/in 
truths of neer & great Conc ernment, as : 

I have heard of 3 Senior fellow anda 3 

noced Grecain, thac rea 2d1ng 1 mn the : "2 

N. 'Teſtainent rhe word 140 1:14d1 SE 

Regeneration, {a:d, ſurely 1 it was not _.' "4 


good 
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2, Pratttical Contemplations. 


good Greek, for he had never read 
the word in any Author; fo great 
a ſtranger was he, not only to the 
work, but to the notion of regene- 
ration:Y et others there are,that attain 
clear notions about the principal 
heads, and truths therein; but with- 
all, remain ſtrangers to the practice 
and power thereof ; they have a ſpe- 
culative, but not an operative; a com- 
mon, but not an experimental know- 

Jge; they have heads full of light, 
aut hearts void of life; they earneſtly 
covet knowledge, but do not realy 


| love truth: but.what doth rhis avail 


to have a notional Knowledge of 
God, and not to have an intereſt in 
hin?to have general notions of Chriſt, 
without a particular application of 
him? to be able to diſcourſe of the 
Covenants of Promiſe, and yet to be 
ſtrangers to them? to have skill 
to open the Nature of Faith and Re- 
pentance, and to want the Poſſeſſion 
and Power of them? to be like vg 

Dar, y EC 
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ſet up in the way to point out a City 
of refuge to others, and not to move 
atall towards it themſelves? WOULD 
you then be a good Proficient in hea- 
venly Studies? get your underſtand- 
ing enliven'd, as well as enlightn'd; 
receive 'T ruth into your heart as well 
as into your head; and draw your 
knowledge into practice, ſo through 
your practice, you wall increaſe your 
knowledge, oh. 7. 17. Pſalm 119. 


V.IITIO. 


Contemp. 1 I. 


2. As there is a great deal of dif- *% 
ference, berween a Soul Informing of 
a Body, and a Spurit - Aſſuming of a 
Body; ſo there 1s a great deal of dif» 
ference between ſuch Profeſlors. as + 
act from an indwelling principle' of ? 
life, and ſuch as aft only from out- --/3 
ward aid and aſiiftance. The Angels”: 5 
that appear'd to Abraham, and ſo to 
Lot n Humane ſhape, could not be if 

' 2 call'd . 
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& Praitical C ontemplations. 


calld living men; For though in thoſe 
aſſumed bodies, they did many things 
like men, they did eat, and drink, and 
walk, and diſcourſe, and reaſon, yet 
it was but by froma form aſfliſting, 


not from a form Informing ; there 


was no inward principle of life ; ſo 


many perſons, through the common 
help of the Spirit, may do many acti- 
ons like the Children of God, Pray, 
and Preach, and give Alms, and the 
like, and yet not living Saints, be- 
cauſe though they have the Spirit af- 
fiſting them, yet they have no in- 


' ward vital principle enlivening of 
{| them. Spiritual Life, *tis the reſult 


of the Souls Union with Chriſt, where- 


-- by, through the indwelling of the 


| ous. THEREFORE if thou would'ſt 


Spirit of Chriſt in the foul, fuch holy 


 faving Qualities are diftus'd. through- | 
out all the facultics thereof, as that 


thereby they are inabled for, inclined 
tor, and exercis'd in, ſpiritual operati- 


judge 
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Prafical Contemplations. 5 


Judge of Spiritual Life, conlider not 
only what thou do'ſt, but the Prin- 
ciple from whence thou do'lt it. 


Contemp. II. 
3. Conſideration, is the firſt ſtep 


towards reformation: when perſons 
run from God,they likewiſe run from 
themſelves; they care not to con{ider 
what they are doing, or whither 
they are going. If we would return”, 
to God,we mult rctire into our ſelves: - 
the Prodigal comes to himſelf, before 
he goeth to his Father, How many. ' 
hired Servants (faith he) of my Fa-. | 
thers have Bread encugh, and to ſpare, |} 
and I periſhwith hunger? Luk.15. 17.. © 
he conſiders there may be relief in 
going, there was nothing but run 1n 
ſtaying; and ſo confideration begets 
reſolution, reſolution returning, and ]. 
returning meets with a gracious re- ' 
ceptiong® Who would undo himlſelt 
for: want of convening what he 18- 
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6 Pratlical Contemplations. + 
doing ? eſpecially who would ſhut 


his eyes, that ſo he may not ſee his 
deſtruction before he feels it? It is 
ſaid, Luk. 14. 31,32. What King 
going to make War againſt another 
King, fitteth not down firſt, and con- 


taiterh, whiter he be able with ten 
f90 ani, to mui Liz that commer 
againr bum with iweamty touand £ Or 
el/?, Wile the ctr is yet a great Way 


Git, he ſengetnd an Embajjſage, and do 


» 
924 


fereth comditicns of peace. Man natu- 
raily is an enemy to God, and in. 
actual War agaiait him. But hear 
what God faith, Ezck. 22. 14. Can 
thine hcart endure, er can thine hands 
be ſtrong mm the daies that I ſhall deal 
with thee? It not, why wilt thou 
then oppoſe hinw?rhou canſt norwith- 
ſtand: andin I/a. 27.4. Fury is not 
inme, who would ſet the Briers and 
Thorns againſt me in battel * I would 
go through them, or march againſt 


them, I would burn them togAher; and 


e bold 
of 


verſe the 5th. Or let bim t 
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 Prattical Contem plations.. T | 
of my ſtrength, that he may make peace 


with me, and he ſhall make peace with 
»e. The King of Kings, and Lord of 
Hoſts, ſends to poor witherd Thorns 
and Briers, tn invite them to a peacc, 
and holds forth to them that ſtrength 


which is an Almighty ſtrength,to take 


,hoid upon. "THEREFORE fit down 


and con{ider what thou doit, or ras 
ther rife up and lay hold of tlus 
ſtrength, and make thy peace with 
God, and thou ſhalt make peace; o- 
therwiſe that ſtrength which is migh- 
ry to fave ifthou accept of it, will be 


as mighty ta deltroy if thou oppoſe 
it, 


Contemp. TIE 


4- It is too frequent for many per-- 
ſons when under convictions, tv: ' 
{hift out of them, either” by unſeaſo- 
nable diver{1ons, or deceitful Reſolu>- ; 
tions. The Woman of Samaria when. : 
charg'd by our Saviour with. her fart*.; 


4 | 


code A. — Ge O_o 


- th 
F where as thy Tormentor. Again, 
FRF there be others that ſhift from under 
{HF . them by deceitful Reſolutions, when 


3M 1 Praftical Contemplations. 


turns aſide from it by asking a queſtion 
about rhe true place of Worſhip, Foh. 
#. 16, 20. So many, inſtead of fal- 


1ng under the power of Religion, fall 
to diſputing about Religion.Others in- 


ſtead of turning into their hearts turn 
altde to the World. I have heard of 
one that not long {ſince acknowledg- 


ed upon his death bed, that he had 


had many convictions, and being 


 asked how he fſatish'd himſelf under 


them,or what he did to put them off, 


_arfwer'd, he filled his hands with 


 bufineſs from the one end of the weels 


to the other, that ſo he might not 


think of them, But have a care of 


ſtifeling convictions, or checking the 


F voice of Conſcience. If convictions 


further not thy humiliation, they will 


t.  #gpravate thy Condemnation. And 
L 'if conſcience be not heard here as 


S 


Monitor, it will be heard elſe- 


they 
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Prafical Contemplaticns. 9 


they lce their ſins, and a ncceſſity of 
changing their lives, labour to quiet 
ther Conſcience with. Reſolutions to 
ſer upon the work hereafter, not 
conſdering,that God may deuy them 
their time, who deny God his time ; 
And they who in a ftratull way ſtrive 
againlt his Spirit, may m a judictal 
way be deny*d the Spirit to ſtrive any 
longer with them. THEREFORE 
ſpeedily ſet upan the work;,for it here- 
atter thou reſolveſt to-repent, why 
not now? leſt if not now, thou may'ſt 
be deny'd Grace to repent hereatter. 


Contemp. V. 


5. There be fome, that when they 
are invited to come to Chriſt,tell you 
they have no power to come;whereas 


indeed they have no will to come : He 


that was invited to the Marriage- 
aft, Like 14. 20. gave this for his 


. anſwer, I cannot ceme ;,, Whereas if 
you look into his rcaſon, it was, be- 


caule 


T0 Prattical C ontemplations. 


F* cauſe he would not come. _ You that 
JH being invited fay what would you 
[| Have meto do?I have no.power ; why 

# doonly whar's in your power: Its in. 
| your power to wait at wiſdomes 
F gates, at the Poſts of her Doors, as 
well as to attend at any other place for 
your outward advantage. Irs in your 
power you that may. enjoy the means) 
to hear the word ally and dil- 


your worldly affaires. Irs in. your 
power to meditate on what you hear, 
and frequently to retire into your 
ſelves, and conſider your ſtate; as it 


* your accounts. It's as much in your 


-penitential heart, as 'tis in your pow- 
er to ſolicite man for what you want. 
"Therefore uſe the means, lie at the 
Pool, thou know'it not how ſoon 
Chriſt may come and heal thee : M: 
W.. ditate much upon a Crucify'd Chriſt, 
-. 'aChrilt as lifted up; thou know'ſt nar 


ligently ,a$ well as to bc induſtrious in- 


1s to withdraw- your ſelves to caſt up 


power to petition God to. give you a 


bow 


Prafical Contemblations. Fr 
how ſoon an attractive power may 
come forth from him for to draw thee, 
Be in the way with Zacherzrs, Who 
knows, but whilſt thou art waiting for 
Chriſt, Chriſt may ſay unto thee as 
he did unto him, this day Salvation 
is come to thy Horſe? Tillthis be done, 
do not fay thou canſt not come, but 
thou wilt not come. And yet though 
thou ſhouldſt bnd thy felt to have no 
| heart to come, Come that thou may'lt 
.- have a heart, and come upon the in- 
| couragement of that bletſed word that * 
' , Wiſdom ſpeaks, Prov. 9. 4. Wheſo 

is ſimple, let him turn in hither. As _ 
for him that wanteth underſtandings. / 
59-207 corde carent!, to him that © \ 
wanteth a heart ſhe ſaith, Come eat my* © 
Bread, and drink of the Wine which T © 
have mingled. 3. 1 


\ 
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: , 
» 6, "There be many: that' wreſt the-, : 
, Scriptures. to. their own deſtruction, | 
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> Prafical Ceontemplations. 
and amcaglt many, this Scripture 
hath been wofully wreſted by many, 
Rom. 10. 13. Whoſoever ſhall call up- 
en the Name of theLord ſhall be ſaved: 
How many a poor creature hath pre- 
ſum'd from hence to expect ſalvation 
upon a bare vocal crying out, Lord 
have mercy upon me, and fo have 
periſh'd for ever. That thou may'lt 
not ſtrike againſt this rock, give 
me leave to hang put ſome light. 
Firſt take notice, one Scripture muſt 
be explain'd-by another, as in 1 EpiſF. 
Fohn 1.9. *tis there ſaid , If we con- 
; feſs our ſins, he ts faithful and juf” :» 
i Forgive ws our ſims: AScripture ſtum- 
+ *Þled at by many, as if a bare confeſſ;- 
; Þn wasenough, whereas in Prov.2 8. 
#23. "Tis more fully explain'd, If we 
7 confeſs and forſake our ſims, So this 
| BM whoſvever {hall call upon the 
- Nameof the Lord fhall be ſaved: in 
| . Aqother place you have this,qualifica- 
*; "tion expreſſed, - whoſoever ſhall call 
7 in truth, Pſal. 145. 18. 
EE 5 $0 Secondly, 
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Secondly, confider as all graces are 
knit together, ſo all dutics; and there- 
fore life and ſalvation 1s annexed,lome- 
times to one duty, ſometimes to ano-- 
ther ; ſometimes to ſeeking of God 
Lament. 3. 2.5. Sometimes unto hear- 
ing, Prov.8.34. I[a.35. 3. and here- 
 unto,calling upon God: ſo that where 
| one duty isexpreſs'd to which bleſſed- 
neſs is annex'd, every duty is imply'd. 
Thirdly, "The "Text muſt be under- 
ſtood by the Scope of the place, which 
15 to prove that ſalvation 1s not by the 
righteouſneſs that is of the Law, but 
tha righteouſneſs which is of faith : 
[rsnot a righteouſneſs that is obtain'd 
by doing that mult juſtify,but by be- 
lieving , v. 11, For the Scripture 
ſaith whoſover believeth ſhall be ſa- 
ved, whether he be Fey or Gentile. 
And that which he calls believing in 
the v. 11. in the 12, and 1. werſes, 


1s exprefied b w_ the Name 


of the Lord ; for there Fno right .cal- 
ling upon the name of the-Lord unto, . 
a {a ly a=} 
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Praftical Contemplations. 
falvation without Faith, as it follows, 
How ſhall they call upon him, on hom 
they have not believed? WOUDST 


thou then call upon the name of the 


Lord favingly ? Firſt call upon him 


lincerely, ſubjecting to his command, -.- 
Secondly, Call upon him believingly, 
ſubmitting to his Righteouſneſs. 


Contemp. VIE. 


7. Many upon hearing ſuch a 


 Dodtrine as this, that deſire of grace, 
© 45 grace, are apt to conclude that they 
.have grace, becauſe they have delires; 


but *ris to be fear'd, that the deſire 
of many is like the -defire of the 
ns of whom*tis ſaid, The deſire 
of the ſlothful killeth him : for his hands 
refuse to labour, Prev. 21.,.25., They 
content themſelves with delires, but 
ut not forth endeavours ; they. think 


? their hcarts right, though their hands. 
- be idle, an Wy 
ſeul of the ſluggard deſireth and hath © 
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nothing, Prov. 123.4. Soit 15a {ign 
there is no grace, where there 18 
nothing but bare defires. "True 
defires of grace, are knowing defires 
they ariſe from the Knowledge of the 
worth, and nced of Grace: "They are 
reſtleſs defires, they cannot be ſatished 


with the want of grace: "They are 
extenſive delires, it is not ſmall, mea- 


ſures, and degrees will ſerve the' turn. ; 
They are labor1ous deſtres,taking pains 3 


and uſing means for the obtaining of ;; 


grace. ”Tisfaid, Prov. 18. IL. ae 
ef 5 


.deſire a man hawving ſeparated hi 

ſeeketh and intermedleth with all wife 
dome. A man that hath a dekire after * 
wiſdom, ſeparates himſelf from what 


may let, or hinder him therein, and 


intermedleth with all wiſdom; or,as in- : 
the margent,and interniedleth in every | 


buſineſs, applies himſelf to all the means 
for the procuring therof. THERFORE 


take heed that you neither periſh for. 


want of deſires after grace, or nufcat- 4 
ry, for want of joyning endevours ; 


with your delires, 


Contemfy 7 


.. "_— 


x = _ = 
”" i», 
, Sw of. -- 


; . 


* 


- © 
's ® » 


16 Prattical C ontemplations. 


Contemp. VIII. 


83. Many make that an objeCtion to 
keep them oft from Chriſt, which 
ſhould be a motive to haſten their go- 
ing to him. 'They fay they are linners, 
orcat {inners, and therefore darc not 
go. 'This is as if a patient ihould fay, I 
am fick, very flick, and therefore dare 
not make uſe of the Phyſician, where- 
as the whole need not the Phyſician, 
but thoſe .that are ſick. Art thou-Un- 
godly, and Rebellious? Conſider Chriſt 
died. for the ungodly, Rom. 5. 6. and 
received pifts for men, yea for the re- 
bellious oli that the Lord God might 


dwell among them,Pſ.68.18. Art thou 


an infamous, and ſcandalous finne! ? 


\Such were the Publicans, and Harlots 
'that:found mercy; ſuch was Manaſſeh, 


one that by Idolatry, Enchantments, 


'Wuchcrafr, .;and ſhedding innocent 
- blood); wrought much wickedneſs in 
the fight of the Lord; Yet when he 


fe hymbled 


Praftical Contemplations. I7 
" humbled himfelf, and prayed. to the 
! Lord, the Lord was intreatcd of him, 

and heard his ſupplication, 2 Chron. 
- | 33- 12, 13. Such likewiſe were ſome 
ot the Corinthians, before converlion 
I Cor. 6, 9. &c. Be not deceived, neither 
Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulte- 
rers,nor Effeminate,nor Abuſers of them- 
ſelves with mankind nor Thieves nor Cc 
wetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers nor 
Extortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdem 
of God. AND SUCH WERE SOME 
OF YOU, but ye are waſhed, but ye are 


OO jatGlificd, bat we are julltfed in the 
' Name of the Lord TFeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God. Halt thou not only 
neglefted, but rejected; not only re- 
jected, but deſpiſed; not only turned 
thy back upon,but opened thy mouth 
againſt rhe waies of God ? yet ſee how 
wiſdom invites ſcorners to accept of * 
',, grace, Prov.1. 22, 23. Haſt thouno- 
.+ thing but fin, and unrighteouſnels, and 
| yet haſt ſtubbornly gon on, and ſtow 
} ted it out againſt God, not tearing his I 
threat= '4 
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ments? yet hear what the Lord faith 
in I/a. 46.12. Hearken unto me you 


ſtout hearted that are far from righ- 


teouſneſs , I a near my righteouſ» 
e 


neſs, it ſhall not be far off ; and my ſal- 
vation ſhall not taxry &c, Great {in- 
nes, yea the chickeſt of ſinners, have 
obtained mercy, 1 Tim. 1.15. And 
to ſuch Chritt upon his Reſurection 


ſends his Goſpel, declaring that Repen- | 


tance, and Remiſſion of ſms ſhould be 
Preached in his Name among all Nations, 
begining at Jerulalem, L1k. 2.4. 47. 
They were to begin to preach peace, 
where the Prince of peace had bcen 
ey cruciked, even at feruſalem;and 
in 

ers. and, murderers; and among his 
murderers to thole that wete the chief, 
to Amas the High Prieſt & Cazaphas, 
wath the kindred of the High Prieſt, 


Att. 4 6, 7. &c. And again it is prea- 
ched to. the High Prieſt, chief Prieſts, 
and the council, A&.5.29,5 0,3 1,9. 


threatnings, nor regarding his judg- 


eruſalem he ſends it to his betray- 
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THERFORE fay not thy {ns are great 
- & therfore thou dar'ſt not go toChriſt; 


for this is to add unto them the great- 


eſt ſin of all, which is unbeliet; but fay 


| becauſe my fins are great, therefore 
. the more need I have to go to Chrilt. 


C CID. \& f 


9. As it 1s the giory of a man to 
pals over a tranſgrethon, Prov. 19.1 7. 
So God accounts it his glory to pardon 
{n. Moſes beleecherh God to ſhew him 
his glory, Exod. 33.1 8.accordinglyGod 
deſcendeth in a Cloud, and' paſſeth by 


| - before im, and proclaimeth the Lord, 


| 


the Lord God, merciful, and gracious 
long ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs, - 
and truth, keeping merey for thouſands, 
forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreſſion, and 
ſm &c. Exod. 34.5,6, 7. The good- 
nels, grace and pardoning mercy of 
God, 15 his glory, called rhe riches of 
bis Glory, Rom. 9.i23. Epheſ. 3. 16. 
Therefore it is a fin, and ſhame, fora 

; perſon 
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perſon to ſay that his iniquity is greater * 


then that it may be forgiven;for what 
are hnite ſins, to infinite mercy ? We 


read of the reigning of ſin untd death,but : 


withal of grace reigning through righte- 


ouſneſs unto eternal life by Feſus Chriſt 
onr Lord, Rem. 5.21. We read of 


the abounding of fin, but withal of 


the ſuperabounding of Grace in the 
20. v. Where fawn} 

much more abound. The verb. mwrorso 
hgnihes, as Zanchy obſerves, to over- 
flow as a fountain-.that runs abroad 
pientiruliy, that orhegs-may partake of 
t; .but to this is added}. 2a prepolition 


> which au Iments the Tn hows CTECLITTUG 
'e, to overa- 


to abound above mea 
bound exceedingly. So in 1 Tim. 1. 
I4. *T's ſaid the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant. *T1s obſerv'd that 
maze, lignifies to abound more then 
enough, and therefore a Pleonaſme 1s 
fych a figure in Rhetorick, where ſome 


ſuperfluous word is added in a ſentence, 
to-fignify a. thing more emphazically, 
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as1 ſpake the word with my own 
mouth; but beſides unto this 1s added 


alſo a prepoſition to increaſe the ſenſe 
Veer reodads P the gracc of God hath 
been exceedingly more than enough; 
and it nuſt needs be fo, becauſe inhmite. 
Therefore wouldeſt thou exalt the 
intiniteneſs of Gods grace and the 
value and vertue of Chriſts blood? then 
ſay not with Cam , my iniquity 1s 
greater then that it may be forgiven, 
but pray with Dawid, For thy Name 
ſake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity for 
it is great, Pſal. 25. 11, 


g Contemp. Xe 


10. Many take that for humility, 
which indeed is pride, and thoſe are 
ſuch , who though they ſee their heed 
of Chriſt, and would fain have Chriſt, 

yet becauſe they cannot begs heart ſo 
humbled, and fo broken as they defire, 
they dare not come to im. Tobe 
. fenfible of our unworthineſs 15 __ 
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but to think from our ſelves to raiſe 


any thing to render us worthy, is evil. 
This is pride , When men would bring 
ſomething to Chriſt, and not. receive 


all from him; and this is true humility, 


for a ſoul to be nothing in it ſelf, and 
tocome with nothing to Chriſt, accor- 
ding to that invitation, come buy Wine 


and Milk without money and without © 


price, I/a.55.1. THEREFORE come 
empty of ſelf, to a full Chrift. 


Contemp. XI 


I 1. Thus is natural for poor ſinners 
in turning from fin, to turn to their 
own works; for that which was 
mans firſt righteouſneſs, ws that they 
are prone firſt ro betake themſelves uy- 
to: they would do ſomething that 
they might live, rather then believe 


that they might have life. Whereas 


true Repentance 1isa turning from ſin 


to God in. Chriſt, and not a turning ©} 
from fin to ſelf, and our own doings Þ 
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' this can neither make amends for ſins 
| paſt, for-all we can doe 1s but preſent 
© duty; neither can it find acceptance 

4 for time to come; for *uus onely in the | 

beloved that our perſons, and ſervices ,-4 

| Are accepted. "Therefore take heed 

'  - either of ſtaying in linful ſelfe, or tur- 
ning to righteous ſelfe, bur make it thy 

work with the ApoſtlePaul to be found 
in Chriſt, not having thy own righteou;- 

7 neſs which is of the law,but that which 

is through the Faith of Chriſt, the rig hte= 

ouſneſs which is of God by faith, Philip. 

3. 9. 
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Contemp. XII. 


12. Some make that a cauſe to hinder 
their induſtry in point of going to 
Chriſt, which ſhould be a means to 
further their diligence.If we be eleCted 
ſay they we ſhall go, if we be not  } 
lected ris in vain to go: why ſhould 

.wedeal worſe with our ſouls, then we 
do with our bodies ? If the body be * 
$69 © —_— 
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under ſickneſs, yon -do not fay I will 


take no phylick, for if itbe decreed I 


{hall liveI do not need it, and if it be 
decreed I ſhall dy, it cannot help me, * 


but you uſe the means 1n order to the 
end;ſo ſhould we do in reference to our 
ſouls, thoſe that God hath elected unto 
life, thoſe he hath choſen to go unto 
Chriſt that they may have life. It is not 
thy work at firſt to examine whether 
God hath choſen thee, but 1s thy 
work to chuſe him,make your calling 
and election fure : the way to make our 
 eleCtion ſure, 1s to make our calling 
© ſure. THEREFORE do not ſay if I be 
not elected ris in vain to go, but ſay 
through grace I will go, that fo I may 
know that] am eleffed. 


Contemp. XIII. 
2. "There be ſome that divide be- 


tween the mercy of God, and the Me- - 
diation of Chriſt : beczyf God is gra- * 


"cious, and merciful, therefore they 
hope 


ff y 
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' hope he will be fo tothe, whereas 
God is juſt, as well as merciful, and 
Juſtice muſt be fatished, 1F ever 
mercy be exercis'd-; yea Juſtice mult 
be our friend, as well as mercy ; if 
ever we be ſaved, we mult have fal- 
wation from the 'Throne of Juſtice, 
as well as from the {eat of mercy, 
Rom 3.26. To declare I jay; at this 
time, his rightecuſneſs, Fhat 'e might 
be juſt, aud -the juſtificr of him w hich 
believeth in Fejur. God 1s not only 
grac: ous, but rightcous } m the pardo» 
ning of {in ; for Chriſt having fatis- 
hed Juſtice, purchas'd mercy, and 
open'd away tor the diſpen{tng of it. 


God COMCes ther eby to be righteous | 0 | 


inſtifying a behever. I'1 FREE ORE 
deceive not thy ſelf, to. hope for 
mercy without Chriſt,or Chriſt wah- 


out faith. Again, there be orhers thar 


divide between the death of Chriſt 
and the creſurre£ion of Chriſt ; be 
tween the ben-fit of the cne; ad the + 


power x of the other; berween what” 
| : C: Ces 
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Chriſt hath wrought for ſinners, and 


what Chriſt works in ſinners Gut 
take heed of this; for if Chrili'nath 
wrought out falyation for thee,he will 
work out ſalvation in thee : he that 
died to fin, and liverth unto God, will 
alſo make thee dead unto \1n, and alive 
unto God, Rom. 6.10, 11, 


Contemp. XIIIL 


| I14.'In going to Chriſt, we ſhould 


make uſe of thepromuſes;and whereas 
wa tis aſſerted, that there is no right 
{= toa promiſe till unjon with Chriſt, 


as 2 man hath no right to the land of 
an Heireſs, till he hath a marriage- 


Intereſt in her perſon, and thereupon 
' it may be queried; what uſe may 


thoſe make of promiſes, that have not 
yet anintereſt in Chriſt ? for anſwer 
to this, we muſt diſtinguiſh between 


the invitation of the promiſe, and the 


 goodof the promiſe as for inſtance, . 
| Gul 3. 16. IWhoſoever "__— 
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- them to thy ſoul; for all the promiſes 
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him ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
Ia ing life. Here 1s the invitation of 
tac pronyle, and this 1s to all whoſoever 


| beliewveth ;and then there 1s the good 


of the promiſe, which 1s everlaſting 
hife, and this is onely to thoſe that be- 
lieve. All have a right to the promiſe, 
ratione medii, as a means to lead to 
Chriſt, though not ratione juris, not 
a right to the good promiſed till they 


- believe. THERFORE let the invitati- 


on of the promiſe which is to all,draw 
thee ; let the warrant of . the promiſe 
which is that thoſe that believe, ſhall 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life , 
encourage thee to lay hold upon 
Chriſt, who is the good of the pro» 
miſe ; for he that hath the ſon hath life, 
i Fobn F. 12. 


Contemp. XV. 
15. The right way of improving 
promikes,ts by Bak , toapply Ny fol 
through them to Chriſt, and Chriſt 1y 


C 2 lead 
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lead unto, and center in Chriſt,who is 
the great promiſe; he 1s the ſum and 
ſubſtance of all promiſes; as all the 
' promuſes are ſum'd upin the Covenant + 
of grace, ſo the whole Covenant of 
grace, is ſum'd upin Chriſt, who is | 
called the Covenant, Iſa. 42. 6. 
Would'it thou then partake of all 
the”: good of the Covenant, then take 
hold pn Chriſt who was given fora | 
Covenant. 
Contemp. XVI. 


16. We muſt diſtinguiſh between } 
receiving comfort from the promiſes, | 
and receiving Chriſt in the promiſes: 
the Goſpel preſents good things, and 
the natural credulity of man may 
work towards the belief of them, as 
'1tdoth towards the belief of orher {| 
things; and froma miſtaken apprehen- 
fion of our intereſt in them, we m.'y 
receive comfort from them, whea 
we havenot received Chriſt in them. 
"The ſtony ground received the word 


with * 
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with joy, but fell away, becauſe they 
had no root in themſelves, Matth...1 3. 
THEREFORE take heed of recei- 


ving comfort , where youecelive not | 
Chriſt. 


Contemp. 17. 

17. Some aſſent to the way of 
falvation in theit Underſtanding, bur 
conſent not unto it with their Wall. 
They arc for Chriſt in thar Judg- 
ment, bur tor other things '1a their 
AﬀeCtions: So that it is but part of 
their ſoul that is for Chnſt. Again, 
ſome would have the benefits that 
come by Chriſt, but they are not for 
the perſon of Chriſt; or if for his 
perſon, it 1s as a Saviour, not as a 
Lord ; as a Prieſt to offtera Sacrifice 
for rhem,not as a Prophet to inſtruct 
them, or as a King to rule over 
them: So that tis but part of Chriſt 
that they are for. But this is equally 
dangerous ; for if we would be ſaved, 
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we mult cleave to Chriſt with all the 
faculties of our ſoul, our Will, Judg- 
ment, Aſte&tions, &c. and we mult 


cleave to all of Chriſt ; Chriſt in his 


Natures, Perſon,Oihices,&c. "THERE- 
FORE it you would rightly cloſe 
with Chriſt ; ſee that your whole ſoul, 
- Cloſe with a whole Chrik, 


Contemp. % V III. 
18. We read in the 21 of Num- 


bers, that when the children of 1ſ{rae/ 
murmured againſt God and Moſes, 


that he ſtnt_ fiery Serpents among 


them, byg the biting whereof much 
ople died ; and that upon the ac- 
As. ment of their {in, and the 
prayer of Moſes for them, God com- 


$a: manded a'tic;; Serpent to be made, 


and ſet upon a pole witha promiſe, 
that every one that was bitten and 
looked upon it, ſhould live. "This was 
a Typeof Chriſt, which himſelf ex- 
plains, Fob 3.14415. By looking un- 

- | tO 


-_ 
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to whom we ſhall be ſaved. And be- 


- tween this legal 'T'ype and Goipel 


Antitype there is a fſimilitude in 
divers reſpects. 

Firſt, As*very one that was ſtung 
without exceptions, poor, as well as 
rich, mean as well as great, might 


look to the: Serpent and be heal-bmz 


ed : ſo, whoſoever, without exception, 
believeth in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, ſhall not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting life. 
Secondly, Thoſe that were moſt 


| bitten by looking to the brazen Ser- 


ent were as eaſily, and as fully 


led, as thoſe rhat were leaſt bitten: _ 


ſo the greateſt {inners by looking un- 
to Jeſus Chriſt, are as readily and 
compleatly faved as thoſe that are the 
leaſt {inners, 


Thirdly, As-Chriſt was lifted up 


in the T'ype for thoſe that murmured - | 
againſt him, for theyre {aid to temp# 3 


Chriſt, x Coy 10. 9. So he was lifted 


v 


up upon the croſs for thoſe that were .. - 
| C4. cQe>- 


/ . 
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enemics to him, yea thoſe that were 
his betrayers and murderers, that 
even ſuch by looking on him nught 
be ſaved by him. 

Fourthly, As thoſe did juſtly periſh 
that would not look to the Serpent, 
but either looked upon their fores as 


too great to be hrcaled, or on the * 


, contrary,that looked upon themſelves 
as not bitten enough, and therefore 
had no nced of healing, or elſe turn- 
ed alide to other means for healing. 
So thoſe ſinners juſtly periſh that 
will not come to Chriſt, either be- 
' eauſe they think their {ins too great 
to be pardoned, or elſe ſee not rhejr 
nced of pardon, or think that other 
means will do without Chriſt. _ . 
Fifthly, As thoſe that looked up- 
- on the Serpent with a dim eye, were 
as perfectly healed, as thoſe that look- 
ed upon the Serpent with a ſtrong 


$oclear eye. So thoſe that look upon 
 . Chriſt, Gogh with a weak Faith, 
are as compleatly juſtified, as thoſe 

| that 


ds 
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that look upon him with a ſtrong 
Faith. 
 Sixthly, As the eye which beheld 
the brazen Serpent, beheld other 
things, but cured only as it beheld 
the brazen Serpent ; fo the ſame ju- 
ſtitying Faith believcrth all the truths 
that God hath reveald ; but as ju- 
ſRitying, fo it looketh unto Chrilt. 
Seventhly, "Though the promiſe of 
healing was a warrant for thoſe wha 
were ſtung, to do whar they did, yet 
It waz not the bare word,or promiſe, 
but their looking upon rhe brazen. 
Serpent that healed. So the promiſes 
of ſalvation by Chrilt, are our war- 
rant to go to him; bur its reſting 
upon Chriſt in them, by which we 
mult be ſaved, The object of Faith 
(as one obſcrves) is not'an Evangeli- 
cal Maxim, or Propoſition, bur the 
Perſcn-of Chriſt: AE NS 446 
Eighthly, It was a brazen Serpent 
lifted up upon a pole, which thoſe 
that were ſtung by the fiery Serpent 
C5 were: 


Ca 


*up would draw you to him, Fob. 1 2. 
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were to look upon. So it 1s Chriſt as 
lifted up upon the Croſs, and- (ing 


for ſinners, which juſtifying Fait 

looks at. Though whole Chriſt be 
the object of juſtifying Faith, yet as 
juſtifying, it hath a principal reſpect 
to a crucified Chriſt, as that which is 


ſuitable to the condition of a diſtreſ-- 


ſed ſinner. THEREFORE are you 
under the call of this grace; Look 
unto me and be ye looid all the end. 
of the Earth, Iſa. 45. 22. & 65. 1. 
Beg to be under the efficacy of this 

il that he that hath been lifted 


v. 32. That fo ſeeing the Son, you 


' may believe on him, and have eyer- 


laſting life by him, Joh, 6. 40.. 
Contemp. 19. 


19. True Faith is calPd a recei- 
ving of Chriſt, Joh. 1. 12. But as 


- * * many as received him, to them gave he 
. power to become the Sons of God, even 


0 
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to them that believe cn his name- 


True receiving of Chriſt _—_— 
ſe 


Firſt, That we ſee our ſelves na- 
turally deſtitute of him, we receive 
him, becauſe we are without him. 

Secondly, It implieth we have an 
ofter made of him; we could not re- 
ceive him, were he not ofter'd. God 
offers Chriſt in a word of grace, as 

in ſuch a word as that, Fob J. 16. 
which the ſoul hath a ſight of. 

Thirdly, Receiving implics a ſight 
of our nced of Chriſt, If a thing be 
ofter'd, and we have no need of it, 
we care not for the receiving of it. 
Chriſt is ſo tend'red, as that rhere 1s 
fomething in the tender uſually add- 
ed, to convince us of our need of 
him. Go preach the Geſpel, he that 
believeth, and is baptized, hall be 
ſaved; and he that belicveth not, ſhall © 
be damned, Mark 16. 16. How can 
this latter clauſe be termed the Gol-. 
pel? why as it ſhews the need a poor 
ſoul hath of Chriſt, that fo he may 
haften to him, C5 - Fourthly, 


a 
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Fourthly, A receiving of Chri 
implieth a laying aſide all for Chri 
We do not receive with a full hand ; 
we lay alide what 1s in our hand, | 
that ſo we may receive what 1s of 
ferd; fo the ſoul that receiveth 
Chr; t, layeth aſide all for Chriſt ; 
he empticth his hand of ſin, of the 
world, of ſelf-righteouſneſs, &cC.. to 
receive Chriſt. 


Fitthly, A receiving of Chriſt 
unpheth, a receiv! of him upon 
the terms offter'd : "The Donor hath 
- bis terms, which the Receiver muſt 
obſerve. So the ſoul receiveth Chriſt, 
as tender'd by God; Chriſt, ard 
Chriſt alone, a whole Chriſt,and the 
whole that comes by Chriſt: Chriſt 
with poverty, as well as Chriſt with 
riches: Chriſt with reproach, as well 
as Chriſt with good report : Chriſt 
with the Croſs, as well as Chriſt with 
the Crown. 

Sixthly, Receiving implieth, an 
actual laying hold on. what 1s ten- 


dted: 
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dred : So the foul actually cloferh 
with Chriſt, in its receiving of himi 
WOULD'ST thou then rightly 
judge concerning Faith ? why thou 
,may*{t know how *'tis with thee, in 
| _ of telieving, trom what hath 

cen done by thee, in point of-re- 
Ce1VIng. 


Contemp. þ © 6 


20. The ſoul that truly receives: 
Chriſt, is continually receiving of 
him,. reception 15 not a tranſient, but {1 
a continued act. 'That foul which 
hath received Chriſt, . and reſteth 
upon. him as the foundation fone, is 
continually coming to him, 2s toa ' 
living ſtone, 1 Peter 2.4. As Chriſtis ! 
receiving the ſoul neerer, and neerer ? 
to himſelf,fo the ſoul receiveth Chriſt;- 1 
for our receiving Chriſt, - is but an © | 
impreſſion. made upon. our hearts, "2 
from Chriſts receiving us. Beſides the 
firſt reception made K; behevers,, we - 


. 
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read of the Lords further receiving of 


them,z Cor.6.17. He receiveth them 
to fuller manifeſtation, and participa- 
tion of his love, and they receive him 


- an fuller communications, and ema- 


nations of his grace. THEREFORE 


| ns Chriſt apprehends the ſoul, ſo the 


ſoul ſhould apprehend Chriſt, thatſo 
"' It may apprehend that, for which it 
 Happrehended of Chriſt Jeſus. . 


Coutemp. XXI. 


21. As the ſoul hath received 
Chriſt, ſo it ſhould walk in him, you 
' have expreſs command' for it, Colo/. 
' 2, 6. As you have therefore received 
\ - Chriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo walk you in 
him. We read of firſt Love, and 
+ . firſt works, Rew.2. 4, 5. We ſhould 
* -Jook to this continually, that ou. love 
* be as ſtrong to Chriſt, our delires as 
+ large after Chriſt, our eftecm as much 
- of Chrif,.our delight as great in 
| [Chrilt; ou wrorhrae hall 


IR 


for Chriſt, 2s 


S 
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him : this is to walk in Chriſt, as we 
| have received Chriſt.. It was the fai- 
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in the day of our eſpouſal to Chriſt. 
That we have as deep a ſenſe of {in, 
as true a value for Chriſt, as free a - 
chuſing of him, as firm a cleaving to- 
him, as lively aCtings towards him, ©: 
as we had when we firſt imbraced :: 


ling of the Epheſians , that they - 
fell from their firſ# Love, and their: © 
works. It was the commendations 
of Fehoſaphat , that he walked in 
the firſt ways of his Father David, ' 
2 Chro. 17. 3. And it was the glory M 
of the Church of Thiatyra, and 4 1 
will be of all thoſe that follow them, - 4 
that their laſt works were more then. 
$bezr firſt, Revel. 2. 19. * 


dS .* 


2.2. Juſtification by the righteouſs 
neſs of Chriſt, imputed of God, and 
lard hold on by faith, without works, - 1 
is a great truth frequently aflerted -. + 
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in the Scripture, 1 Cor.- 1. 30. Rom: 


3- 21, &c. That we are juſtifed, 
w.tncut works appears from the 


oppolition that 1s put between faith 


by which we are juſtihed, and works, 
Gal. 2. 16. Secondly, "The incon- 
{rſtency that is between grace,through 
which we are juſtified, and works, 
Rom. 4. 4.& 11. 6. Thirdly, From 


the deſign of God , which isto take | 
away all boaſting from the creature, 


Rom. 3. 27. And to exalt his own 


grace, Eph. 2. 8, 9. In the next place” 


we are juſtihed not only- withour 
works done in compliance with the 


' Ceremonial law, but likewiſe without 


works done in obedtence to the moral 
law; and that appears from - the 
Apoſtles excluding that law, 1n this 
eaſe which was to abide, Rem. 3. J1. 
Beſidcs all our righteouſneſs being 


wmperfect, makes us lyable to the 


curſe of the law, of which 'inftance 1s 


+.,, given in the moral law, compare, 


Gal.3.10..with Deut.27. 15, 10,&c. 
D4 3:10 H47. IF, — 
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And not only moral works are 
excluded in point of Juſtification 
which were done before converſion, 
by the power of nature, but thoſe 
that aredone after conyerſ1on,through 
the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit; for this the 
Apoſtle aflerts againſt the Galatians 
who were converted, and had receaved 


the Spirit through the ug of. 
by 


faith; neither are we juſtihe 
works 1n conjunction with the righ- 
teouſncls of Chrift ; for either the 
righteouſneſs and merrit of Chriſt 
1s perfect, or not, if perfect > 
indeed itis Heb. to. 14. ch.F. 9. 
Coloſ. 2. 10. Then there is no need 
of our righteouſneſs, if not then 
our imperfect righteouſneſs cannot 
make 1t compleat. "Fhoſe that went 
about to ſeduce the Galatians, did 
own the grace. of God, and the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for they were 
ſuch as believed, A&#s. 15. 5. As alſo 
the Galatians themfelves did own the 
lame, or elfe what force would me 
een 
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 beenan that expreſſion of the Apoſtle, 
I do 5:0 fruſtrate the grace of God, for 
if righ:eouſneſs come by the law, then 
Chrift is dead inwvain, Gal. t. 21. If 
the Galatians had not given Chrilt's 
merit «ad death ſome | Afoy at lcaſt, 
in juſtification with their works, yet 
againlt ſuch works doth the Apoſtle 
argue; neither are we-juſtihed by 
faith as it is a habit, that is, as it 1s 
a holy quality infus'd into the ſoul by 
God, and inhering and dwelling in 
us, for then we ſhould be juſtified by 
tnherent righteouſneſs, by a righ- 
teouſneſs within us, but the r:ighteout- 
neſs by which we are juſtified 1s a 
righteouſneſs without us, Phzl. 3. 9. 
Faith as a grace implanted in our 
ſoul, is part of our ſanCtification, but 
our juſtification is diſtin&t from our 
fanfQtification, Roms. 5.19.1 Cor. 6.1 1. 
«The one is implanted 1n us, the other 
is imputed to us; nor are we juſtihed 
by faith as a work, for works as well 


of the Goſpel as the law are excluded, 


Roms. - 
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Rom. 11. 5, 6. And the righteouſneſs 
by which we are juſtihed, 5s not a 
work of our own, but a righteouſneſs - 
wrought by another ; nor yetby 
faith,as it is accepted by God for the 
fulfilling of the Law; and that either 
freely, or for the merit of Chriſt; for 
faith, *tis that which is imperfect; we 
believe but in part, but God juſtikerh 
in a way of righteouſnels, upon a 
valuable con{ideration, Rem.3.25,26. 
Faith bears no proportion to the 
righteouſneſs, of the law, but the 
righteouſneſs by which we are 
juitified is ſuch a righteouſnefs, as 
bears proportion to the righteouſneſs 
of the Law, Rom. 8. 3. THERE- 
FORE take heed leaſt by aflerting, 
and mixing works, either in whole, 
or part, in the point of juſtification, 
you do not onely dodtrinally, and 
practically declare the grace of God 
to be uſeleſs, and the death of Chriſt 
to be in vain, but eventually, and 
experunentally fund it foas to your 
(clves 
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4 "ſaves, Rom: 9. 31. Pſal. 69. 27. + 


Contemp. XXIIL 


2.23. When *tis ſaid God juſtifieth 
the Þ = 4 it muſt be underſtood in 


.. -ſenſu diviſo, of ſuch perſons as were 
ungodly, not ſuch perſons as remain - 


ungodly. God juſtifhieth the ungodly, 
objectively, not ſubjectively ; fuch 
who were ungodly untill they were 
Dag bur do not remain ungodly 

ing juſtihed ; for where righteouſ- 
neſs 1s imputed,. there holineſs 1s 1m- 
0g and though theſe are ſepara- 

le in point of juſtification, yet they 
are inſeparable 1n the party juſtified. 


The Apoſtle mindeth the Corinthians + 
that-they were ungodly, but now 


( ſaith he ) you are waſhed, you are 


fant ified, you are juſtified, in the name 


of our Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit of 


our: God, xt Cor. 6. 11. Thoſe that 
Chriſt juſtifieth, he. ſanfifierk; they 
who have his rightcouſneſs imputed 


Y to 
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them. THEREFORE althoug 
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to them, have his ſpirit waſhin 


faith we are to look out of our ſelves 
for the juſtifying of our perſons, yet 
we are to look into our ſelves for the 


juſtifying of our faith. 
Contemp. XXIV. 


 Thofe Scriptures that ſeemingly - 


difagree, being rightly underſtood,co 
{wectly harmonize. Though Paul 
allert a man is juſtified by faith with- 
out the deeds of the Law, Rom. 3.28. 
And Fames ailirms by works a man is 
juſtified, and not by faith onely, Fam: 2. 
V. 24. Yet there is a truth in both, 


juſtifieth, and ſoit juſtificth withour 
works. Fames ſpeaks of that faith 
which 1s juſtifying, and ſoit 1s not a 
dead faith, but a working faith, ſuch 
a faith as Abraham had, ſuch a faith 
as Rahab had, a living faith, not ſuch 
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| being both from the ſame ſpurit of 4 
' truth. Paul ſpeaks of raith as it 
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” a faith as the Devils have, who be . 
'- heveand tremble, a dead faith. Paul 
ſpeaks of faith as it juſtifieth before 


fieth it ſelf before men, and in our 
own conſciences: Paul ſpeaks of the 
Juſtification of our perſons, Fames of 
the juſtification of our faith. What 
4s itjuſtifieth our perſons before God? 
* faith 1 ag Saigon what juſtifieth 
. our faith before men? why good 
Works; ſhew me thy faith by thy works. 
And the Apoſtle Paul himſelf that 
frequently afſerts juſtification by 
faith without works, would have it 
affirmed conſtantly that thoſe who have 
believed in God, ſhould be careful to 
maintain good works, Tit.3. 8. Nat 
only that believers ſhould do good 
works, but they ſhould be exemplar 
therein: The word Te&z2a,rendred 


” Tnilitary word taken from ſuch as ſer 
Tthemſelvesin the front, and manfully 
.. march before the reſt to encourage 
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God; Farzes ſpeaks of faith as it juſti- - * 


to maintain is obſery'd to be a } 


them; . _ 


Ta 


and encouraging of othc*s. THER 
FORE let faith and works have their 
due place, as they are not to be 


Joyned in point of juſtification, ſo 


they are not to be ſever'd an point of 


_ converſation. 


Contemp. XXV, 


25. As all believers are juſtified by 
one and the fame righteauſneſs, ſo 
believers have an equal intereſt in 
that _ righteouſneſs. The robe of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs 1s like his gar- 
ment that was without ſcam: *tis not 

peter 
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them; and they are not only to main- 
tain them, but to be careful to mains 

' tain them. The word negnil wo ighlgnt 
heth ( as the learned obſerve ) to 

ſtudy, to deviſe, to beat the brain; 
they are wiſely and carcfully to ſtudy, 
how they may be moſt uſeful, and 
fruitful ; x induſtrionſly and 
exemplarily to be forward in good 
works,to the quickning, {trengthenin 
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.” divided part towone Saint, and part to 
another Saint, but the ſame to all the 
Saints, and the whole to every Saint; 
*ris imputed to all alike, the fame 
righteouſneſs, and all of that righ- 
teouſneſs, that was imputed to 
Abraham, 15 1mputed to every belie- 
ving Child of Abraham, Rom. J-22. 
And that hand of faith that receiveth 
it, though weak, doth as really - re- 
ceive 1t as that which 1s ſtrong. 
THIS is matter -of conſolation to a * 
poor ſoul, that is labouring after the 
fame degrees of grace that were in . 
Abraham, David, Pau!, and other 
fints, and cannot yet attain unto 
them; that though they, and many 
other Saints may excell him in holi- 
neſs, yet neither they, nor any other 
- Saint excels. him for righteouſneſs, 


 Contemp. XXVI. 


Yi » dorinal part of jaſtiication, yet fail 
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© 26. Many that are clear-in the 
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in the prattical part, though they ac« 
knowledg juſtification to be not by 

works, but by grace, yet live as if 


: 


they were to be juſtihed by works; | 


and this they do, 
Firſt, When they place the chief 
ground of their acceptarion with God 
rather upon what they are, or do; 
then upon what Chrifl 1s and hath 
done. T's true as God accepteth the 
ons, fo the offterin 


yet both' perſons, and ſervices; 
are accepted, not for any worthineſs 
_- in them, biutfor the alone worthineſs 


they have te- 
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Thirdly, When they think thar 
 accoraing to the evenneſls. or uneven- 
/ nels of their walking, they are more 
' or Jeſs juſtihed. *T'istrue, as to the 
manifeſtation of it to our ſouls fo *ris. 
clouded, or cleared, according to the 
frame of our hearts, and courſe of 
our hives; but in it ſelf *tis ſtill the 
ſame; and though we are to be hum- 
bled for uneven walkings, and to 
make it ourendcavour to walk holily, 
and: live-fruitfully, yet, withall we 
muſt conſider that” neither the good- 
neſs.of our works do add any thing 
&- to our juſtification, nor the defects 
E thereof, impair it; becauſe gue works 
are not. concerg'd - therein; our -ngh= 
reuliiels being out of .our ſelyes in 
another, _ righteouſneſs 1s /per- 
fet, and CL the - fame. 
THEREFORE look tqthis (-if you 


ither, fer up. wor 


"+ 6 


- zoom of. Chriſt, or-in' conjiacti 


- that youn 
E ith him; for if it be of grace "tis 


, ” 
vw 
" 
@ o 


own Jaſlizoapion 23.92 Dy Agrace ) - 
N-Fne: | 


no more-of works. -. ” Co 
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Contemp. XXVII. 


< 27. ,Spiritual life though it be a 
b hidden life,yet *tisa real like; *ris only 
|| thoſe deny 1t,that are ſtrangers to it: 
| but thatthere is ſuch a lifeis manifeſt 
| from the vigorous aCtings of it: when 
natural life is loweſt, under the peri- 
ſhing of the outward man, there 1s 


| the renewing of the inward man, 2 
2. Cor 4. 16. As alfo from the eſteem AF 

* * . Vs hb 
| theSaints have of it, being contented FF 
j to bear in their bodies the dying of . ll 


Chriſt,that there may be manifeſted in 2? 
their' bodies the' life of: Ehriſf, 2. Cor. © | 

4. 10. Not loving their liveg-unto © 3 
| Tthedeath that fo x Bn may preſerve *® 
| their ſpititual life: as alfo*fromthat 
| Care they take tonourtſh'it, by feeds 


g 
- 
Ch 


£ 


ing upon that. living :Bread, which 
came down from Heaven and giveth 


life unto the - World.” *Andas ?ris a 
real life, ſo an excellent hife,a life of 
the nobleſtiextraction, «thoſe thar are. ' '_ 5 
-D'>..- pr 
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partakers of it, are ſuch as are born 
trom above, born of the ſpirit, born 
of God : alſo a life of the choiceſt en- 
dowments, *tis that life which grverth 
light to the underſtanding, rectitude 
to the will, ſpirituality to the affe- 
Etions, regularity to the whole ſoul. 
A life alſo of the greateſt de{igns, be- 
ing to enjoy God as its chiefeſt good, 
& toliveunto God as its utmoſt end. 
In a word, *tis a life of the higheſt | 
perfection , being the life of God, ' 
the life of - Chriſt; for the head and | 
Members live one kind of life. And ' 
2 it's an-excellent life, ſo a durable 
life; being hid with Chriſt, in God, 
laidupandſecured in Chriſt, the head | 
of all-holy influence; and in God, the 
_ Fotintain of all fpiritual life. THERE- 
FORE if 'God hath ſet up in thy | 
foul'the light -of Reaſon, bleſs him 
for it, but reſt not init without the ;_ 
-  bght of life Foby 8.42.” Tis a mercy | 
_thon art "made Alive in the world a | 
' OE EO WEI 
Gs , L Y's 
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thy happineſs, to he made alive unta 
+ Gid rents Felus Chriſt Rom. 6. 
V. 11. And though with Chrift in 
the world thou mailt be deſpiſed and 
rejected of men 1/a. 5 3. 3. Yet when 
Chriſt who 1s thy /ife ſhall appear, thou 
 ſbalr appear with him in Glory Colo.3« 

wv. 4. 


Cn ———_ ——— ——- 
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Contemp. XXVIIL. 


' 2-8.A believer 1s ſaid tolive,and yet 
Not to live, Gal. 2. 20. Nevertheleſs, 
| I tve, yet not LHe may be ſaid to hve, 
Firſt, becauſe he 1s really made a- 
partaker of a principle of lite, Eph. 
| Tk. 1. And you hath he quickened, 
who were dead in treſpaſſes and ſms. 
And he that hath the Son hath. life, - 
\ 1. Fobn5. 12. rink 
 Secondly,Becauſe heis the ſeat,and- 
| fabjet in which this life doth refide, 
| | and abide, That Chriſt may dwell in 


Jour. hearts by faith Epb. 3.17. "T's 
the heart of a ear ia wabick Chriſt 


=o 


| 
; 
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the fountain of life doth dwell. 


Thirdly Becaufe God makes uſe of | 


the native faculties of the ſoul of a 
believer in living this life. 'The facul- 
ries of the ſoul are efſential:y the ſame 
after converlion as before, onely re- 
new'd puntrd, ſpiritualiz'd: the un- 
der{tanding comes to be qiuck'ned, by 
being ſavingly enlighPned in the 
knuwlcdge of ſprr.rual things; the will 
cOmes to be iniven'd,by be.ng faving= 
Iy bow'd tn the will of Gou; the 
affections come to be rectihed by be- 
ing graciouſly carried forth unto 
their right objects ; the Conlcicnce 
comes to be reguiated,by being made 


pure and powerful in the execution of 


.1ts Othce: but though they>are thus 
.rehn'd, yet they are ellentially the 
ſame. But then they may be ſaid not 
ro live, becault it 1s Chritt who liveth 
in them, he is the principle, ſpring, 
-Foot, aud fountain of this life: *tis he 


that 1s the Author and giver of . all 
- grace, and 'tis he that maintains that 


grace 


*4 


| 


a6 


| 
1 


- 


grace |l:o gives, and qu cken3 that 
grace he doth maintain, and acts that 
grace he cuickens, an! periets that 
grace he acts, THEREFORE {ceing 
you are in te hands of Chriſt, not 
as ſenſleſs matter in the hands of the 
artiſt, but 2s a living Child 1n the 
hand of a Father:and ſeeing he makes 
uſe of the faculties of your ſouls in 
a way of ſubſerviencie, for the car- 
rying on of that which he works by 


way of eficiency. work out your 021 


fatvaticn with fear and trembling for 


3t is God which werketh in you, both 


to will and to doof his good pleaſure © ; 


Philip. 2. 12, 13. 
Contemp. XXIX 


29. What Paul (aid of himſelf, 
Nevertheleſs I live,yet not T, but Chriſt 
lwyeth in me, Gal. 2. 20: The fame 


. every believer may ſayof himſelf, the 


weak, as well as the ſtrong, Chriſt 
liveth in me, the fame Chriſt which 
D 4 livd: 


Pradtical Contemplations. "Lo 


-6 Practical Contemplations.. 


liv'd mn Paul, liveth in him. A right 
improvement of this by faith, would 
conduce much to help on the per- 
fection of a Saint. 'Thou complaint 
corruptions are {trong, temptations 
many, grace weak, comforts low; yea 
thou feareſt thou haſt no grace, be- 
cauſe not ſo much. as many nther. 
Saints: why {it not down with Hagar 
weeping becauſe there is no water in 
the bottle, when there is cnough 
in the Fountain, and the Foun- 
tain. neer thee, even. in thee ; for 
the ſpirit of God.in the ſoul « as & 


Wo yell of water ſpringing. up unto cver- 
; daſting life, &.. Fohs. 14. the fame 


F Chrilt from whom the ſtrongeſt 
. Saint hath had all his ſtrength, rhe 


TE fruirfulleſt Saint all his farneſs, the 


ativek; Saint all his livelineſs, the 
fuccelsfulleſt Saint all his vittories,the 
{ama Chriſt liveth in thee. THERE- 
FORE let thy ſoul live more inChriſt, 
that ſo thou maiſt experience. Chrilt's 
living more. inthy ſoul. ny 


Con 


1 i. a a 
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Contemp.X.XX. .. 


As union with God is the funda-* 
mental ground of Communion: fo - 
conformity to God is the actual 
ground of fellowſhip if we walk 
in the light as he is im the light 
we have fellowſhip one with another, 
I. Fobn. 1. 7. that is God with us,. 
and we with God, as in the third wver* * 
This fellowſhip though a great 
myſtery, yet in Scripture 1s clearly 
prov'd, and by the experience of the - 
Saints fully confirm'd:we read ofGad's + 
drawing nigh unto the ſoul, and the 


ſouls drawing nigh to God, Fawes 4: Wi 


v. 8. Ot: God's walking with. the 
Saints, and the Saints walking wath - 
God, 2.. Cor, 6.' 16. Gen 552.2 '@Qf - 
Gods ſpeaking to the ſoul, and ee + 
fouls ſpeaking.to God, Pſal: 27. 
Of .Chriſts ſupping with his, and of 
meir ſupping with him, Rev.:3-229i. 
'Fhere 1s: a fiveet intercourſe,-..and 
Dis; * Jovnng; 


F3 - Prattical Contemplations, 
loving converſe, between Chriſt and” 
- the ſoul, whereinChriſt communicates 
his mind, love, , and quick*ning in- 
fluence to the ſoul, and the ſoul makes 
returns in vigorous aCts of grace, 
warm aftections, and lively duties ' 
unto Chriſt. *Tis true,this the men of 
the world look upon as a dream, but 
*tis no wonder to hear them. deny 
that which: they never did enjoy; 
' neither indeed can. they, for as in the 
light of God we muſt ſee light, ſo 
$n- the life of God we muſt live 
this life. There can be no.commwnion, 
where there 1s not the: ſame life. Mcer- 
ſenſual creatures, cannot have fellow- 
ſhipiwith. rational: - Nebuchadnezzar 
_ whenhe- loſt his reaſon, loſt his fel> 
l>wſhip. with men, and was driven 
forth among: the Beaſts. . No more 
" can meer -rattonal - creatures, have 
6bmmunion with God, 2nd:.Chriſt, 
without they be 1made- partakers of 
ſpiginzal bfa 'There mult be confor» 
mity- and agreement, where there is 


fellows 


F 
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fellowſhip and converſe. THERE 
FORE hath God made thee parta 


ker of this ſpiritual priviledg , live 


in the admiration of diſtinguiſhing 


grace, and fay how is it, Lord, thou 


haſt manifeſted thy ſelf unto me and ' 
not unto the World ? 'Fohn 14. 22: 


Centemp. > ©. 6,9 


JT. As fin isthe greateſt evil,(o ſor-. 


row for {in 1s to be the oreateit {orrow. 


Though: baldneſs was forbidden 
the people of God in forrowing for 
the des ;Dev.21.5.Yet *ris commandc- : 
ed (or that which is equivolent) mn 
mourniag * for fin 7 ai. 22. 12. And 
though . many times the people of 
God may hnd a greater fluth of far- 
row for outward lof{es, then they 


do for fin, becauſe nature helps to - + 


mourn for the one, . but hinders in- 
the other, and natural evils are neereſt 


to us, \#nd therefore moſt affect the 


ſenſes; yep godly. forrow in a Saint, 


1s the . greateſt ſorrow, being - that 


” 


\.. Which, Firſt,, 7 


TT 
fa - 
: 
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Firſt, floweth from faith, whereby 


we come to ſee {in as the greateſt evil, 
an inſtance of the greatneſs of the ol 

. thereof, in a. crucihed Chriſt, Zach, | 
12. I0.. 

Secondly, Godly ſorrow is creater 
if you conſider the. principle from- 
whence it floweth: worldly ſorrow 1s 
like aland flood that hath no fountain 
to; feed it, but Godly. forrow - is a 
ſtream that is fed by a ” livin ring. 
Av'every aft of Faith, arifet + rg 
principle of Faith, and every act of 
Dove, from a principle of LIVE; {o-. 
every act of: Mourning, from a orin- | 

Jle of Mourning; to wit the grace 
i; godly ſorrow, which grace 15 like- 

wit preſerv'd in the ſoul by the 
irit. And therefore. 
* Thirdly, Godly ſorrow 1s greater, 
FEATS what-it. wantsat. preſent, it 
makes up 1n, continuance; prey 
mourmng 1s a dyin mc ift | 
godly ' mourning i an in 
WOULgang: + -_00 would | 
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judge of the truneſs of Godly 

- ſorrow, judgeof it. by the greatneſs. 
thereof; and if you would judge of. 
the greatneſs thereof, judge of it 

| not by what it 1s in the ſenlitive 

* faculty, bur by what it is in- the 
rational;not how your outward man, 
but how: your inward man ſtands 
aftected; not by what it isin appea- 
rance,butby-what it 1s in 1ts principle - 
and continuance. | 


 Contemp. XXXIIL 


32. Repentance-' is to. be a con-- 
tinued work. So long as we have fin - 
to repent of; fo. long we-miuſt be re-- Þ 
penting of '{tm; and the work of re-- Y 
pentance- by after ats comes to be-- ; 
more diſtintly, methodically,” and e-- 1 
vangelically carried on then at firſt. A. ; 
Child of God from a continued expe=---} 

; rimental ſenſe of the indwelling and-=. 
working of fin, comes'to be cpnyii=- 

_ 'eed morethroughly.of the-root, ng-- | 
wore, evil and - azpravation: we 


. 


-- 
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and to feel the weight,load & prefſure 
of it, more burdenſome then he did; 
thus David in the 5 1. Pſal. Paul in 
the, 7. Rom. Again, his ſorrow for 
lm cames to be. more evangelical 
than formerly, for whereas before 


there was much ſelf love, fear of 


wrath and hell in his mourmng; now 
baving a clear view: of the! 

God.in pardoning; of him and being 
pacit'd din, and the diſtin 
guiſhing grace and favour of God 


extended to him, he comes to mourn, . 


loath and abaſe himſelf more deeply 
then before, and kindly to melt before 
the Lord, . that he ſhould carry it fo 
unworthily; and unthankfully to- 
wards ſo gracious, tender and loving 
a Father, 16. Ezek. 63. Again by 
after aCts his hatred of {in comes to 
be more refin'd: . he hates it upon the 
- account of its defiling nature, as 
well as its damning nature; for the 
| evil that isin it, as wellas for /the 
| evilthat comes by it; not only becauſe 
| bY Es , "iN 


ove of 
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"Bis ruinous, but becauſe *ris unrigh- 


teous. In turning from fin, as he 
turns from all {1n, ſo he turns from 
them as that which grieves the ſpirit; 
as well as that which breaks his peacey 
as that which hinders his communion, 
as well as that which ſpoils his com» 
fort. And he turns not only: from fin, 
but more and more from his own 
righteouſneſs: he 1s undone not onl 

with reſpect to ſinful ſelf but righ- 
teous ſelf Tſai. 6. 5. Again by repea- 
ted aCts,he comes to be more ſpiritual 
in his turning to God; he turns more 
and more to him as in Chriſt, and he 
turns to bim from a fight of his excel- 
lencie, as. well as from a ſenſe oft -his 
awn neceflity, he turns to.Godas the 
moſt high,Ho{. 2: 16. Notonly the 
moſt high in himſelf, but the higheſt 
in his eſteem; he turns to him not 
onely out of want,but out of choices 
asthe deſire,delight and center of his 
ſqul, and therefore turns. unto! him 
with.the.whole foul; whonchave Iin 


Heaven 
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Heaven but thee? and there is none 
upon Earth that4delire beltdes thee : 
Pſ. 73. 25. WOULD you then im-- 
prove your repentance, as to the 
regulation, and manifeſtation thereof? 
then according to Goſpel light and 
love, be often : in . the renew'd acts. 

thereof. Let that be frequently done, 
which 1s the better for. being done. 


.$equently. 


- 


S Contemp. XXXIII. 
JJ: 3'in mourning for {tn, we are 


to conſider it in the ſpring and foun- - 
tain. of it, and mourn . over it there, . 
thus did David in the 51. Pſal. 5. 
fo in mortifying ſin, we are to con-. 
{ideriit in the root and habit of it, and 
ftrik® at it rhere : for as this declares 
we hate {in as fin, not only open ins, . 
bur ſecret ſans, . not only this and the - 
ether fin, but every fan ; not only the. 
- as and deeds he lo 
- and liking of fin'; fo thisis the ready. 


way: 


ſin, butithe love 


| 
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way to get victory over them; for if 
the cauſe- be taken away the effect 


will ceaſe; If you kill ſm in the 


principle you will deſtroy it in the 


. practice. THEREFORE if youwould 


cut down the branches of fin, cut up 
the root of ſin; if you would be the 
death of every fin, labour to deſtroy 


the whole bodie of death. 
= Contemp.XXXIV. 


34: As the way to put off the deeds 
of fin, 1s fo put off the bodie of fin, 
'iis ſaid of-the Coloſſians that they- 
had put-off the- old mah with -his 
deeds -Colof. 3. 9. firſt the old man, 


| then his deeds; fo the way to pur off | 
the body of. fin, or the old man, is 


by. putting-on-the.new man; far ſo 1t- 
followes, 'and have put on the New 
man ver, 10. The old man is that 
inbred corruption and indwelling fin. 
of our old nature, the New man is *” 
the whole. body of :gracious _ 
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and ſaving qualities, whereby we are 
made new :now theſe are not only in 


the ſame ſubject the regenerate man, 
but in the ſame faculties of the fame -* 
ſubject, and have a tendency the one 


to _— the other, as light: hath to 
expell darkneſs THEREFORE 
would you put off the old man daily? 
be putting on the new man continu- 
ally: be growing and increaſing in 


grace, if you would be weakning and 


waſting of ſin, 
ContemPp. XXXV. 


\ 


35.lt 1 one thing to be crucified to | 


fm,and another thing to be crucihed 
with Chriſt. The Phariſee in the 1 8. 
Luke 11. Stood and prayed, Goa, I 
thank thee that I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjuſt, adulterers, or 
even as this publican, and yet but a 


phariſce : the fooliſh Virgins had ef- 


' caped muchof the pollutions of the 
' , world through the ——— - 
=” Chr 


——_— 


P reBical 'Centemplations. 67 


Chriſt, and yet but fooliſh Mar-25. 
V. 2. Pef. 2. 20. To be crucihed 
with Chriſt, is from union with 
him, to- have communion in the 
merit, vertue, and ethcacy of his 


death. THEREFORE weculd you 


dieto fin, from Chriſts dying for fin? 
then look to this, that firſt by faith 
you be found in him, and: then by 
faith that you improve your fellow- 
fhip in his ſufferings, that ſo you ray 
be made conformable to his death, 2. 
F bilip. 1 0. 


Contemp. RKARXVI 


36. As a Chriſtian is made alive 
through faith, fo he is to live by 
faith, for as it 1s that life which 
brings moſt glory to God, inthatit 
o fo the creature low in - the ſenſe 
of its indigencie, and highly exalts 
God from a ſight of his alſt es 
ſo.tt: ts that life which is moſt accom- 
modated to our preſent ſtate, a Chri- 


ſtian 
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ſtian hath many of his mercies in 

hope, and not mn hand, in promile, 

and not in poſleflion, and therefore 

had need to live in the exerciſe of 
faith, which gives a being to abſent 
mercies, as if they were preſent. In 
the, 1 1. Heb. 1, You havea deſcrip- 
tion of faith as *tis that grace by 
which we live, calPd the <wi'219i; of 
things hoped for,It gives a fubſtantiali- 
ty, and preſent ſubſiftencie to things 
that are only yet inthe promiſe, as 
if they had an aCtual being; and 'tis 


the taeyuC- 2 clear demonſtration, 


and- full convittion, of the reahtie- 


of things not ſeen. The faith of 
Abraham did fo realize the day of 
Chriſt, that he rejoyced at it, as if 
he had lived in ir'5 


as our. mercies he out of our hand 


in the promiſe, ſo our life and grace 
is laid-up in another, even-in Chriſt. - 


Adam had all his ſtock- at once put 
into his hands with ſtrength and 
power to uſe it, but like the hs 


. 
P_ i iii. _ _ _ _ 


obn 8. 56. And- 


; 
f 
| 
| 
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he waſted all, and brought himſelf, 
with his, to Penury and Beggary ; 
.God hath therefore laid up our life 


in Chriſt, God hath given ws life and 
this life is im his Son, 1. foln 5.11. 
Our ſtock is in his hands, that fo it 


may be ſure, and Chriſt.in giving of 
it fo 


rth, gives it forth by degrees, to- 


gether with thar ſtrength and ability 


we have to uſeit, thatſo it may be 
ſecur'd. LET us therefore live alwaies 
the life of faith, as being that excel» 
lent life which is moſt ſuitable to our 
ſtate, that fo by the arms of faith 
we may be continually embracing 
the good _ pronu{*d to us, and 
by the hand of faith daily receiving 
of the good things laid up for us. 


 Contemp. XXXVII 


37. 'To live by faith, ,is for the 
ſaul-m the -exercife thereof through 
2 promiſe 'to be continually going 
unto, depending upon, and fetching 

| as - 
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in fromGoF and Chriſt,ſupplies both 
with reſpect to ſpirituals and tempo- 
rals, according as our neceſſities re- 


quire, with atuſtance for a right im- | 


_provement thereof. "The faith by 
which we live this life,is that faith b 
which we are juſtihed. The uſt ſhall 
live by his faith, Hab.2..4.By the ſame 
faith with which he is juſtified, by 
the ſame faith he lives. Ir is not on- 
ly hs gi that he lives, becauſe he is 
m 


e partaker of eternal life in 


* his juſtification, bur he lives, becauſe 
he depgads upon God for all mercies, 


as 1n this place you have an inſtance 
in outward dehverance. Only faith 
mutt be here conſfider'd in the diffe- 
rent acts of it, and that upon its ob- 
jet under ſeveral conſiderations. 
"Faith as it juſtifies,ſo it reſpects Chriſt 
and his death, Chriſt and his "ig - 
reouſneſs, and accordingly cloſeth 
with him; faith as *ris = grace by 
-which we live, ſo it reſpects Chriſt 
and his fulneſs, Chriſt and his faith- 


fulneſs ' 
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fulnek, Chriſt and his alſifficiency; 


and accordingly apples it ſelf unto 
hin. THEREFORE 1 living thts 
life of faith upon Chriſt there are 


| theſe three things neceſſary. 


Firſt, to be wellſtor'd with pro- 
miſes, to warrant our going to him 
for the particular we want. 

Secondly, to have clear notions of 


'him with reſpect to that aCt of faith 


we put forth upon him. 

Thirdly, 'To lay hold on ſuch 
ſuitable attributes aſcribed unto him, 
as may {trengrhen our faith 1 what 
we go about; 1.Theſ. 5. 23. 1.Pet.5- 
V.10* pets 


' . . Contemp. XXXVIII 


38. Believers are many times too 
like Thomas that would not believe 
without hem ight have Opnong of 
ſenſe to raiſe his faith:we would from 
ſenſe and feeling, aſcend to believing; 
whereas we muſt believe that ſo we 
may arrive to ſenſe and ſeeling.T have 


pu 
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. put my truſt in the Lordythat ſo I may 
declare all thy works, Pſal. 73. 28. 
He firſt truſts God, and then finds 
experiences to declare. We walk þ 
faith and not by ſight. 2. Cor. 5. 7, 
And therefore muſt believe in the 
want of ſenſe; not only rational but 
ſpiritual ſenſe. But how contrary do 
many walk to this? whiPſt God ſmiles 
then they will believe he 1s their 
God; whiPſt they find fm ſubdued, 
they will believe their ſtate is good; + 
' whilſt they find: grace fouritking: | 
they will beheve 'trs right and true; \,| 
whil{t they feel Chriſt embracing of - '} 
them, they will believe he is therws3 {| 
0 butconſider thar under frowns thou . :. 
= muſt believe that fo God may ſmile, + :/ 
=, under prevailing corruptions thou 
- _ © muſt believetharſo luſts may be fub- 
dued 65. Pſal. 3.. Under the langui- 
ſhing of grace: [thou . \nniſt believe 
that ſo grace may : be: ftrengthened, 
and; under: dotibts of thy -imereſt in 
Chriſt as thine thou muft iy: 66 
| tnart 
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ſo he may bethine. I muſt nor only 
ſay | do taſte and ſee the Lord us 
good, therefore will I truſt in him; 
but 1m the want thereof I will truſt 
in-him, thar ſo I*may ſee and taſte 
lus goodnels. 


- 
ru + 
- 


— 
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29. -As *tis the duty of the Saints 
|, to live by faith; ſo to die in faith, 
Heb 11. 13. The Scripture having 

8 ſpoken of Abel, Enoch, Neah, Abra- 
B- ham, Sarah, faith, Theſe all died in 
' faith. To die in faith, 1s todie reſign- 
i ing up of our ſpirits into the hands 
i} fi Chriſt : Thus Stephen died, AF.7. 
v.59. Lord Feſus receive my ſpirit. 
40+ Todie in faith,is todie believing the 
$$. accompliſhment of all thoſe promiles 
that areunfulhlled, rclating either to 
our ſelves,or 'the Church of God, 
Thus Facob died,Gen.48.2 1. And 1/-. 
rael ſaid unto Foſeph, Behold 1 die, but 
God ſhall be with you, and bring yet 
A 
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avain unto the Land of your Fathers. 


hus Foſeph died, Gen.5 .25. God | 


will ſurely viſit you, and you ſhall 
carry my bones "das hence. 'To die 
in faith,is to die believing that death 
is ours as much as life, or anyof the 
good things we cnjoy therein, 1 Cor. 
3.-21,22. 'T'o die infaith, 1s to die 
unto Chriſt ; as to live by faith, is to 
ive unto the Lord, fo to die in faith, 
1s to die unto the Lord, Rom. 14. 8. 
To die in faith, is to die not out of 
neceſiity,but out of duty. Aaron was 
to go up to Mount Hor, and die there, 
Numbs 3.38. And though he was in 
the ſight of the people, to be ſtript of 
bis. Prieſtly garments, yet he ; ou 
| Prs faid, And Aaron the Prieſt 
went up into Mount Hor, accordin 
to the commandment of the Lord, 
and died there, &>c. So Moſes 'was to 
go up to Mount Nebo, and die there, 
Deut. 32. 50. This being the com- 
mand of God, he obeys it, ch.34. To 
_ die infaith, is to die not out of 


bur 


orce, . 
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but out of choice. I deſire, faith Paul, 
to depart, and to be with Chriſt. 


THEREFORE if you would die in 


faith,be dying daily by faith; get that 
nuw done in the frame of your hearts, 
which is 10 be done at the period of 
your lives. 


Contemp. 


40. Many would have Chriſt rc- 


ceive them when they die, that care. 


not for receiving of Chriſt whilſt 


| they live; they would then reſign 


themſelves -into his hands, ' but will 
Ttot' now re{zgn themſelves unto his 
will: but 'how can you think of” en- 


 tertainment from him, that will not 


give entetainment to him? that ever 
e ſhould receive your ſpirits, that 


' neyer would receive his ſpirit? that 


he fhoyld keep 'that you commit 
unto him, 'that never would commit 


| ir whiPſt you could keep it ? This 


, E 3 work 
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"work of committing our ſpirits into :: 


the hands of God, is not-nnely 


to be once, but often done. 


David in his troubles cryeth out mto 
thy hands I commit my [pirit,thou haſt 
redeemed me Oh Lord God of truth, 
P/al. 31. 5. THEREFORF it you 
would have it at laſt well dong, be 
alwaies committing your ſelves unto 
him in well doing, 1. Pet. 4. 19. 2. 
Tim. 1. 1% 


; Contemp. XLL 


41.Is.one thing to have pm 
verſation in the world,.:and another 
thing . to. have a. good+.converſation 
in Chrift. Paul when a Phariſee had a 


good converſation in the account of 
the world, when he walld according 


to the law blameleſfs; bur it'was not 


-.a good converſation in Chriſt, for 
 hewasthen a perſecutor of him. To 


| have a goodconverſation in.Chriſt 


Tequures F 
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Firſt, Union with him, implanta- 


{> tion into him: the Free muſt be good 
* |,” before the fruit can be good:though 


9 


there may bea doing that which ma- 


_ teriallyis good, upon the Reek and 


root of the old Adam, yet we can- 
not do-that which 1s ſpiritually good, 
till weare cut off from that ſtock,and 
ingraffed into Chriſt, | 

Secondly, A good converſation in 
Chriſt, is a converſation that flows 
from a regenerating work of Chriſt 


" . wrought in the heart, a new ſpiritual 
. Man formed in our ſpirits, 1t mult be 


a walking from a new principle 
wrought in the foul, calid a ſerving. 
in the newneſs of the ſpirit, Rom.7. 6 
There muſt be a new creation, before 
there can be a good converſation: we 
mult be —__ in Chrift Ferris unto 
good works, Eph.2. 10. before our 
works can be wrought 1n God. 
Thirdly, A:good Converſation 
Chriſt , ariſerh from a good Con» 


ſcience; for fo the. words are;.. 1: Per. 


E'23 3. 16, 
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J- 16. Having a good Conſcience, that > 
whereas they ſpeak evil of you asoff , | 


evil doers, they may be aſhamed that 


falſly accuſe your good converſation m 


Chrift. A good conſcience, that 1s, a 
conſciencc purg*d by the blood of 
| Chr-iſt through bclieving from the 


guilt of fin, and cleanſed by the 


| f- fpiritof Chriſt fromthe power of fin. 


and drawing vertue from C 


To be ſtrong in the grace which is in 
m our own inherent ſtrength, or the 
ftrength of habitual grace received ; 
+ but to be ſtrong in the -Lord, and the 
Fo power of his might, Eph. 6. 10. Col. 
| _ 1. 17. deriving+from Chriſt as our 
'7 vital Head, and quickening Princt- 
| * ple, all life, motion, and rennewing 
influences of Spirit and Grace , for 
the carrying on of this converſation. 
_Fifthly, A good Converſation in 
0” 7. y_ Chriſt 
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1'Y Fourthly, T'o have a good conver-- | 

| ſation in Chriſt, is to be livin _ | 
riſt by 


faith in the whole courſe of our lives: 


ll | Chriſt Feſus, 2 Tim. 2.1. and not 
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Chriſt, is, when our Works are 
wrought according to the rule of 


_ Chriſt freely, 1 Chr. 2.8. 9. Cheer- 


fully Pſal. 40.8, -119. 35,-110. 2. 
And vigorouſly, Roms. 12. 11: From 
a ſenſe of the love of God to us, and 
from the flowings forth of our 
love again to him 2. Cor. 5. 14. 

6 .Agood converſation in Chriſt is 
when we do what ve do in the name 
of Chriſt, when through grace I am 
in the beſt frame, and am enabled to 
pertorm holy dutics in the beſt man- 
ner, yet then not to relie upon them 
in the leaſt for my acceptation with 
God, but only upon the meauation 
of Chriſt Col. 3. 17. Whatſoever you 
do in 2vord, or deed, do all mz thename 
of the Lord Feſus Chriſt,giving thanks 
unto God and the Father by him. 

7. A good converſation in Chriſt, 
18 when we direct all we do to a ſpiri- 
tual. end, when our natural Civil, 
Moral, Relative, & Religious ations, 
are ſo directed, as God in all things 


E 4 — may 
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may be glorified through Jeſus Chriſt. 
. FHEREFORE would you order 
your converſation aright ſo as to ſee 
the ſalvation of God ?- Look to this 
that your works be wrought in God, 
that is from God's ſtrength to God's 
Glory. As without aCting from Chriſt 
. we can donothing, Fohn.. 15. 5. So 
without aCting to Chriſt all we do 


will avai: us nothing. 
Creterap, XL 


42. We read of ſome that they 
have a form of godlineſs, bur deny 

the power thereof,2. Tim. 3. 5. The 
Power of godlineſs.confiſts in the end 
thereof, the end of godlineſs is the 
enjoyment , of Communion: with 
God, and conformity ro God; now to 
make only a ſhew and not to purſue 
this end, 1s tudeny rhe power. The 
power, and perfection of « Grace, and 
duty, lyeth in the end thereof, the 
'1 __ of . faith is to purihe the heart, the 
*F endof fear is taperfeCt holineſs, the 


end 


\ 
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end of prayer is to enjoy communion 


.. with God, and influences from him, 


the end of hearing is to promote 


faith and obedience. The end of fel- 
lowſhip with the Saints, is grow'th 
and increaſe in grace. THEREFORE 
would you be under the power of 
that godlineſs you profeſs? then /er- 


your fruit-he uato holmeſs, and the end 


ſhall be.everlaſting life Rom 6. 2.2. 
Contemp.XLIII. 


43. God in diſtributing - mercy - 


to his Children deals not with them 
after the manner of men; for if they 
e1ve, eſpecially liberally, they make. 
it an argfiment to withold from fur- 
ther giving; but God gives abundant- 


ly, becauſe he hath already given. 


liberally Mat. 1. 12. For whoſoever 
hath, to him ſhall be given, and be ſtall 
have more abundance. God makes one 
merey a pledg of another mercy, yea 
of many mercies; ſpiritual mexcios 

SR. © he 
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he makes pledges of temporal mer- 
cies:faith the Pſalmiſt In the day when 
I cry'd thou anſwer dſt me and ſtreng- 


 thenedſt me with ſtrength in my ſonl, 


Pſal. 138. 3. From God's giving in 
praying ſtrength, and ſpiritual 
ſtrength, the Pſalniſt concludes he 


thould be delivered from his enemies. 


 v. 7. And that the Lord would per- 


fect what concerns him: alſo he gives 
in temporal mercies as pledges of 
ſpiritual mercies, yea of many fpiri- 
tual mercies, fo Paul 2. Tim. 4. 18. 
From God's delivering him from the 


; ; , cruelty of- Nero he concludes, God 


AS, ov >» er oa ”_ 


' would deliver bim from every evil 


work, and preſerve him to his beavenl 


Kingdom. OH then how ſweet ſhould 


every mercie be to them: Who have 
through grace obtained mercy! 


Contemp. XLIV. 
44- Many are partakers of mercy 


our of common providence, that ne- 
ver 


A | 
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ver knew what it was to enjoy a 
mercy out of ſpecial favour : but how 
precious 15 that mercy which is given 
in through a precious promiſe, that 
comes to the ſoul, not - only as an. 
effect of general bounty, but as the 
fruit of humble prayer! To ſuch a 
mercy we have ..a fundamental right:. 
we enjoy it not only from God's 
leave,bur fromGods love: Hamnah thus 
receiv*'d a child from God. And if you 
have Hamnahs frame of heart under 
your mercy, you may conclude, it: 


comes unto you as a MErcy ; as 


Firſt, If you rejoice more 1n the 
God of your mercy, then in the mer- 
cy you have from God, thus ſhe, 7, 
Sam. 2. 1. | 

Secondly, If in the injoyment of 
your mercy,you have gracious VIEWS, 
and admiring thoughts of the God. 


of your mercies, ſo Hannah in the 


2.4. wer. there is no rock- like our God,. © 


So Moſes Exo. 15. 11. So Faceb in 
the face of Eſaufaw the face of God, 
199! 
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11 his ſmiles he ſaw God's favour. 
Thirdly, ]f your affe&tions are ſo 
ſqiritualiz'd under your mercy, that 
you can cloſe with a holy God, as 
well as with a gracious God, fo Han-. 
nah wer. t. 
Fourthly, It the. injoyment of 
your mercy, tend to the improve-- 
ment of ygur faith; fo it did her's 
ſhe believes not only for her ſelf bur 
for othcrs,.even for. the whole intereſt 
of God, as in the following verſes. 
Fifthly, If your heart be enlarg'd 
to lay out for God what you have 
receiv'd of God : Hammah dedicates 
her mercy to God, ihe gave up her 
Samuel.-to the Lord. THIS ſhould 
be the great care and endeavour of 
our uk in ſeeking of mercy, not 
only thatwe may reccive the bleſling, 
but that we may, receive it as 2 


bleſſing - 


Contemp... XL. 
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45. 'That we may truly prize 
every mercy, and raiſe due thankful- 
neſs in,our hearts for the mercy, we 
ſhould upon the. receipt of mercy 
look both backward, and forward. 
If the mercy be a ſpiritual mercy; 
ſuch as is inſeparable from the love 
of God, or if .1t be a temporal mercy 
ſo ſanCtihed as that it cannot be ſe- 
ver'd from the fame love, why then 
look firſt backward, and take occa- 
ſion from the preſent mercy, to ro 
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vive upon your heart the memorial W 


of all your former mercies; Yea run i 


it up to. the Fountain head from 
whence it comes, Pſal. 116. 6. ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt Iwas brought very low, 


and the Lord helped me, and in the | 


12. v. What ſhall Trender unto: the 


Lord for all his benefits towards me-? 


From this deliverance he renews up- 


on his ſoul the memorial of all for- _ i 
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runs his mercy up to the Fountain 
head, Thou haſt in love to my ſoul de- 
livered it from the pit of corruption. 
And then look forward,ſee your mercy 
as it 18 a pledg of future mercy, yea 
of all mercy, till you come to'Glory. 
David conſidering his preſent mercy, 
and the - nature of it; afſerts, Mercy 
and Goodneſs ſhall follow me all the 
daies of my life, Pſal. 23. ult. THIS 


our mercies, and ſuitable praiſe for 
our mercies, to View all our mercies 
flowing from that love which 1s 
frum everlaſting, and carried on in 
a bleſſed connexion by that love 
which is to everlaſting. 


Contemp. XLVLI. 


ny good thing which a Child of God 
may not have, yet there 1s not any 
good thing which a Chuld of or 


mer mercies, Hezekiah in 1a.3 8.17. ; 


1s the way to raiſe a 7 ay eſteem of 


_ 46. Although there may be ma-- 


— 
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ſhall want; for he that hath promiſed 
the greatermercy,yea the greateſt mer=-- 
cy, will give thelefler. This inference 
the Scripture warrants, The Lord 2v1ll 
give grace and plory : no good thing 
will he with-bold from them that 
walk uprightly, Pſal. 84. 11. And 
if he have given ms Chriſt, how ſhall 
he not with him freely give us all 
things Rom. 8.32. And though it. 
be our duty to pray, and uſe endea- 
vours for the obtaining of what is 
promiſ*d,becauſe he that hath decreed. 
the mercy, hath determin'd the 
means; yet having ſo done, we are 
quietly to caſt our care upon God : 
and though we may not have what 
we think to be good, yet we ſhall 


be ſure to have what Gad knows to. 
be bcſt. 


Contemp. XLVII. 


As all the mercies of Believers 
come through Chriſt,ſo muſt all their 
| praiſe 
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praiſe be rendered unto God by 
Chriſt. We muſt not think becauſs 
praiſe 15 a' giving duty, we have leſs 
need of the mediation of Chriſt for © 
acceptance, than in Prayer which. is 

a receiving duty ; but as Prayer is 
to be put into the hand. of- the An- 
gel of the Covenant, that ſo-ir may 
be perfum'd with his-incenſe, and as 
the Sacrifices of 61d- though perfect 

in themſelves,were. to be put into the 
hands. of the. Prieſt, that fo. they 
might be offer*d up with acceptance; 

ſo al our Sacrifice of praiſe, though 
pw. with the beſt. frame of * 


. . . Y 
eart, in the livelieſt manner, out of 


greateſt love to God, muſt. be put 
into the hands of our High Prieſt, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ſo the 
may be ofter'd up acceptably to God. 
THEREFORE by him let us offer 
the le acrifice of na to God continuall Vs 
that is the Fc of our lips, groin? 
thanks to his name, Heb. 13. 15: 


Con-- 
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Conteny. XLVIIEL. 


AS. It is the great concernment of 
all that- pretend themſelves to be the 
ſervants of Chriſt, to conſider what 
thoſe talents are. God hath, given 
them to improve, and what that 
Work 1s God hath appointed them 
to do. You may come to the know- 
ledge of your talents, by con{iderin 
what are tho& inward gifts =/ 
graces, together with thoſe outward 
advantages, and accomodations, God 


hath given you. You may alſo come 


to the knowledg of your work b 
con{1dering the abilities with which 
you are f 

whieh you (tand,the providences un- 
der which you are, the opportunities 
whach you enjoy, and the place and 
times in which you live. We read of 


God's giving forth of talents in the 


25. Mat. 15. And appointing to 
every _ one their work in the r'3: 


Mark. 24. And of that ſtrict aoconns. 
which 


rniſhed, the relation in 


— 
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which muſt be given up at the re- 
turn of our Lad and Maſter, in re- 
lation to both. NOW wiſely confider 
what God hath done for you, and 
what you are to do for God ,, that 
{o you may faithfully improve your 
talents, and carefully finiſh up your 


work, 


Contemp. XLIX 


Itis cuſtomary with men, when 
they would diguify perſons, to at- 
tribute ſuch titles to them as arc de- 
| riv'd from light as moſt ſplendid,moſt 
ſcrene, moſt illuſtrious, though fre- 
_ quently miſfappli*d; for how often 
are titles of light aſcrib'd tro Sons of 
darkneſs? we read of Antiochas, that 


| he was caPd Antiochus Epiphanes, or 


Antiochus the illuſtrious, whereas the 


Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking of the fame 


perſon (as is judged by ſome learned 
commentators) calls him the vile 
perſon, Daz. 11.21. Such titles de- 


cla> 
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claring what they ſhould be, rather 
T then what they are. If light then be 
1 ſo glorious, ſurely then the righteous as 
| more excellent then his Neighbour,Prov. 
12. 26. Yea the molt excellent ones 
in all the earth, Pſal. 16. 3. Who 
|- not only 1n title,but in truth are ſaid 
{ to be light im the Lord, Epheſ.5. 8. 
* and caPd by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf 
Children of the light and of the day 
1 Theſ.5.5. THEREFORE let your 
,. dignity ingage youto your duty: are 
/- you Children of the light? walk as 
) the Children of the light. 


Contemp. L. | 
50. Thoſe that walk in the- paths 


of holineſs receive a reward not 

| only when they come to the end of 
their way, but whiPſt they are in 
| their way Pſal. 19. 11. In keeping 
.%. thy commandments there is preat re 
__ ward; "Take the way of God asit 
conſiſts in the way of Ordinances , 

or in the way of the exerciſe 


of 
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of grace, or inthe way of obedience, 


and you ſhall find that there is are- 
ward in the work, as well as for rhe 
Work. Take the way of God in 
ardinances,c:ther publick ordinances, 
there 1s a:reward in attending care- 
fully upon God in them, Pſal. 65. 4. 
Ie ſhall be ſatiſfe'd with the goodneſs 
of thy houſe, &c, Pal. 36. 8. The 

fhall be abundantly (atisf'd with the 
fatneſs of thy houſe: Or private Or- 
dinances, as meditation, there is mar- 
row and fatneſs flows in to the ſoul 
from it, P[.6 3.6. And fo prayer, there 
1s ſtrengthening and quickening the 
foul meets'with in it, Pſal. 138. 3. 
Pſal. 2 2.6. So in the exerciſe of 
Grace, *there is a reward in the work: 
take the ſoul in the exerciſe of- faith 
and love,and hear what the Scripture 
faith. Whom having not ſeen you 


bowe, in 2vhom though now you ſee him 


not, yet believing, you rejoice withjor>, 


unſpeakable, and full of glory. 1. Pet. I, 
V.. 8. Y 4.25, WYEKANNITO 124 SS oZaTueun 
12 | d1annudo, 
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e£yaanar, 1s fuch a joy as 1s expreli'd 
by outward adtions, .as dancing and 
the like 5 whilſt the ſoul 1s in excer- 
ciſe.of Faith and -Love, brag with 
Joy,.great joy , unſpeakable joy ,, + 
4 = oe decker by 4 ,& 
Joy that 1s better felt , than can be 
expreſs'd. . A joy full of glory, or 
SeSoZas win ,elorified,a 10y of the lame 
kind with the joy of a glorified ſtate. 


By the exerciſe of ;Faith and Love, \« 
the .Suul comes to have ſome Preli- «x 
bations of that. future oy which it ©. 


ſhall have in glory. Receiving the 


end of your faith., the ſalvation of 


your ſouls, TV. Q. Kot 4 0 (4890; , repor- 


tantes;a metaphor taken as is obſery*d 
from wreſtlers that after the victory, 


take and bring out of the held. the - 
prize. 'The foul in the exerciſe of 


Grace comes to. rejoice as. thoſe that 
have won the prize, receiving. at pre- 
ſent that ſalvation here: in the. farſt 
fruits, | which ſhall be perfected in 


S 
$$ * 


glory. Laſtly take the way of obe- 


dience 4 
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dience as it conſiſts in doing the will 
of God, and you ſhall tind there is a 
being bleſſed in our deed, James 1. 25. 
Or take it as it conſiſts in ſuffering 
the will of God, and you read of 
thoſe that ſifter for Chriſt, *tis faid 
that that the ſpirit of Glory and of 
God reſteth upon them, 1 Peter 4. 14. 

| Theglorious ſpirit of God, in a glo- 
|. Fious manner, reſteth upon his ſuffe- 
} ingones. WOULD'ST thou then 
_be-truly happy ? labour then to = 
- thtbughly holy ; keep cloſe to 
ways" of Heaven, ſo ſhalt thou: (nds - 
;en6aps in x thoſe weys | 


 Conter p., LI 


'F1 F | Billoyers under hy Golpd 
I: bolinefs, 'and *acceG-with con- 
| Kilencethrough faith in Chriſt, Epheſ. 
"614. 4.1%, T4 p ploy eyoylw, 

berty of ſpe "4 hor nr I 
Chriſt - leads them as it were by the 
tad: into the mr: of the Father, 
where 


+ 


- which they are made more lively, 
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where they have freedom to make 
known all their wants, and that wath 
confidence of ſucceſs. Under the 
law only the High-Pricſt, and that 
once a year, was to enter into the 
holy of holieſt, but now the Saints, 
who are Prieſts unto God,may come 
with boldneſs into the holieſt daily, 
by anew, and living way, which 1s 
confecrared for them through the 
vail , that is to fay the fleſh of 
Chriſt, 59 regogz7To, Heb. 10. 20. 
A new WAY, the word TT oaTY , 
1s obſery'd to fignifie that which 1s 
newly lain, referring to the ſacrifice 
of Chrift, as that which remains al- 
ways in as full force, as if he were 
but newly ſlain. Chriſt through the 
efficacie of his blood, hath open'd a _ 
way of acceſs, and keeps it open for * . 
the Saints, as if it were but newly 
ſhed. And then *tis cald a living 
way, 2.way Wherein the Saints are 
quickned' by the ſpirit, and throu gh 


Your 
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Your heart ſhall live that ſeek God, 
Plal. 69. 32. "THEREFORE let 


priviledge come as with revercnce,ſo 
with boldneſs, to the 'Throne of 
Grace,thaf ſo they may obtain mercy, 
and find Grace, to help in time of 


need. As by the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit, 
they will find it a living way, fo 


will ind 1t a prevailing way. 
 Contemp. LII. 


52. When you have a precept, 
bring that toa promiſe, and when 
you have a promiſe, plead it with 
Godin prayer ; and do not queſtion 
whether the promiſe belong to you, 
| ſeeing you cannot deny bur that the 
precept belongs to you, and you are 
no more particularly mentioned in 
the one, thenin the other. Doſt thou 


of the word ? why not under - the 
| pro- 


= 

hg 

ry 
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thoſe that have an intereſt in this - 


through the 'blood of Chriſt, they _ | 


think thy ſelf under -the; copmand 


uy 
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promiſe? Thou maiſt as well claim the 

F promiſe for thy comfort, as the com- 
mand for thy duty. Or doſt thou 
think thy {elf under this, or the other 
command ? Why not then under eve-« 
ry command, that as well as the reſt, 
zn the 1. Fobn 3. 23. And this ishis. 
command that we ſhould believe on 
the name of his Son Jeſus Chrilk. 
THEKEFORE beg of God, that as 
he hath ſet forth his will in the pre- 
cept, which requires you to obey, lo 
he would give forth his ſtrength 
through the promuſe, that you may 

« obey what he requires. 


Contemp. LIII. 


53- Though God knows what 
we want without prayer, yet he 
would have us pray,that fo. we might 
teſtifhe the ſenſe of our wants. In 
 ſpreading;our caſe before God. "Tis 
not to inform him, bur to affe&t ou 


ſelves. Neither i prayer to be look p | 


F uPon 
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upon as a motive to make God more 
ready to give, but as a means to 
make us more ht to receive: *tis a {ign 
the ſoul 13 ſerfible of the w: nt, and 
worth of mercy, and that God is the 
fountain, and giver of every mercy, 
that! is fervent, frequent, and conſtant 
in prayer for mercy, WOULD you 
then obtain mercy by prayer, endea- 
vour through prayer to be fitted for 
the mercy you would obtain. 


Contemp. LIV. 


$54 Many deny praying in the 
Spirit, becauſe they want the Spirit 
to pray with. But that this is the 
} duty, andpriviledgeof the Saints the 
WE: Scripture 1 is. clear. - Fude exhorts us to 
Pray. # the boly Ghoſt, v. 20. And 
"Paul tells you, be y0u are Sons, 
' God hath jews forth zhe'Spirit of bis 
-Son-"into...your heiavt,. S, hs Tap 
Finber.Gal. 4. 6: *T's a hipn thou art 
ne Fon, if aka not Go Spirit ir 
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his Son. And where there is the Spirit 
o7 his Son,there there will be praying 
in the ſpirit. The fame Apoſtle 
likewiſe acquaints us that the [pzrit als 
ſo helpeth our infirnaties : for we know 
not what we ſhould pray for as we 
ought : But the Spirit it jelf maketh ine 
terce(ſion for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 26. In 
which Scriptures you have not only 
this truth prov'd that there 1s a prays . 
ing in the Spirit, bur Iikewiſe dif 
cover'd what this praying in the Spirit 
15. 

Firſt, It impliesa ſenſe of our need 
of the ſpirit to pray with, we know 
not what to pray for as we ought. _ 

Secondly, It implies a lying low in 
our own Spirits, with an exalting of: 
the Spirit of-.God in this work: 'Fhe 
Spirit it ſelf helpeth our infirmities, 
we are not only ignorant what we - 
ſhould pray for, but have many in- 
fhrmities cleaving to us, ready to hin- 
der prayer, which the ſpirit helpeth 

F 2 us 


1Co Fraclical Cirtcm Platicns. 


amd Hifpoling of us to our Guty. 
*'Third! y, I o pray in the Spirit, 18 
7 Pray, Eng to the dict: ates,and 
_ Gections of the Spirit: the Spirit it 
Aeit makes intercelion for us; he 
makes interceſſion by _—_ as to 
intercedc, tr: aming for us regular,and 
pertinent petitions. 

Fourthly, 1 o pray in the Spirit, 15 
When there is a holy longing, and 
groaning after the things we pray 

-. for: as the ſpirit frames our petitions, 
fo he raifeth ſuitable affections to 
' thoſe petitions he frames, whereby 


that cannot be uttered. 

+ Fifthly, Where there is praying in 
i the Spi xa ther the heart is engag'd 
$* ., 2n prayer; be hath ſent forth the Spirit 
y - of his Soninto your heart. 

| Sixthly, W here there 1s praying in 
theſpirit, there 1s fervency,and conti- 
; nuance in prayer, ſet forth in this 
word Crying. 


Seventhly, 


| '% ys againſt, by removing of tnem, - 


they are fallow'd with groanings - 


TEST 


to pray: *tis only through the ſpurt | 5» 
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Te T9 Pray in the (Dit, 1S tO 
pray with a childake Frame 0: heart, 
cCom:ng to God in Faith, as a Farter, 
ready and wilng to give torth 


dren, Cryin Avo2, 


* 1 » 


mercy to his Chi 


Fath.r. Thus you have the ocrprure 
bot aterting and opening Of tins 
duty. THEREFORE have a care 
how you Gifown praying in the ipt- 
rit, leſt God dilowgggFour prayers. 
God takes no not:Wof the prayers .. - 
made by Pau! whiPlt a Pharifee, but 
no fo2ner doth he pray in the ſpirit, 
but God puts a remarque upon it, - -, 
behold he prayeth, Acts 9. 1.1. "Fis 
laid of Elizs, orb yn aeron yd], he = 
prayed in prayer, Fam. .1 Ta A perſon.” ; 
may ſay prayers, and yet not be faid- :- 


of prayer, that we come to pray. in.  * 
prayer, and to prevail in prayer; for 2 
there can-be no praying to a gract- = 
ous acceptation, without a {pirat of Ent 
grace and ſupplication; .neirher canſt © 
thou juſtly expeCt to hear the youre 

F3-.. -- - _ma 
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Hght againlt Ameleck, but whil'ft he 
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of God anſwering thy prayers, ex- 


cept God hear the vo.ce of his ſpirit | 
,In thy prayers. h 
[ 


Contemp. LV. 


55. Weere apteither in che uſe 


of prayer t5neg!c&t means, az if God 
ſhould do all, or in the ue ot means 


to neglect praycr, as if they could 


| doall. Though God hath not tied 


himſelf to means, yet he hath tied us; 


| but yetlo tied us, asin the means he 


hath tied'us to himſelf. David as he 
pray'th; ſo he uſeth the.means; Ore 


| - - thing have 1 defired of the Lord (faith 


he)and that will Tſcek after. The one 


thing in hisdefire was the great thing | 


in his endeavour, P/al. 7. 4. Nehe- 
miah and the people as they made 
their prayer to God, ſo they ſet a 


watch againſt the enemy, Nehem. 


4. 9. And as we muſtule the means, 
ſo we muſt pray. Moſes ſets Foſhna to 


15 


—c— 


. 


| 
| 
vl 
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is lifting up his hand againſt the ene- 
my, Moſes is lifting up his hand in 
the Mount, Exod. 17. As tis not 
enough to pray for a mercy without 
we ule ſuitable endeavors for the«ob- 
taining of our prayer, ſo 'ris not e- 
nough to uſe the means without we 
look up for a bleſſing upon what we 


uſe. THEREFORE have a care you 


loſe not your prayer by the neglect _ 


of means,or a blefling upon the means 


through the neglect of prayer. 
Contemp. LVL 


56. Many fincere hearts fear the 


ſucceſs of their prayers, becauſe of 
the weakneſs of their faith; they have 


their doubts, and therefore queſtion 


whether they ſhall ſpeed, eſpecially | J 


conlidering ſuch Scriptures as theſe, 


I will that men pray every where, 


lifting up holy hands without wrath 


and doubting, 1 Tim. 2.46. As alſo 
that. Scripture, Let him ask in faith 
'F: 4 nothing 
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nothing Waverins, for he that waw:- 
reth is lixe a Wave of the Sea, driven 
With tweli md and toſſed ; For let not 
tbat man think that he (ball recetzve * 
any tins of te Livd. A double mind- 

ed man is willable in all his 1wazes, 


EC k 
En . - - "As * x, . T —_ .- - J "14% » 
"Fam. 1.6, fr, Bur here conlider, * 


. *y EY V | 
though Kad of Gcoubts arcuc 


% 


a4, 


Werrxnc:; Vet foe kind of auubrs 

may not {ut out prayer; for then - 
how ſhould they pray that quiſtion © 
the love of God to them, and rheir - + 
Intereſt in hin? or how ſhould they 

pray without ali doubts of {ticceis 

m, prayer, who have but an, it may 

be,to ground their faith upon? Zeph.2, 5 
V. 3. Seek ze the Lind, all ye meck of < 
the Earth, which hav: wrought his 
Judement, ſeek righteou ne(s, ſeek meek- 
neſs, it may be you ſhall be hid in the 
day of the Lirds anger. Yet ſuch are 
commanded to pray, and ſuch have 
pray*'d with ſucceſs, faith Fonah, I - 
ſaid Tam caſt out of thy ſight, yet wilt + 
I hook again toward thy holy Temple, 
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Jon. 2. 4. So Day d, T ſaxd m my 
haſt, I am cut off fro v«fore thine eyes, 
Ne vertbeley's thou bears ff the wuice of 
7) ſupp: ications, wine I cricd wto 
thee, ia 26.31. 22, Ire doubts fpo- 
ken of by Tame, are fuch kind of 
doubts as arile from 2 Goub. c miaded 
man, Whole mind is waver, "Sy and 
divided between wy object: 


times he is For depenc.ny = pon < q, 


Fa. 


it other times tor reſtins 7 UPON Ca» - 


rures; ſometimes he thinks prayer t0 
be an uſctul means, at other times 
not. For a Perſon to doubt, and 


difpute whether God beab crto help, . 


or whether hc be a rewarder of them 


"that diligently ſeek him, or whether, 
prayer and attendance upon God be: 


the means to obtain Mere a, theſe 


cels 1n praycr. THEREFORE OL | 


heed of. them, and be lingiy minded, 
cleaving to God alone 1n kis/own, 
appointment, as Almighty, Faithful; 


' and Gracious; and though in other, 
reſpects - 
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reſpects you may have doubts about 
the ſucceſs of your prayer, yet come 


that through prayer you may have 
fucceſs again{t your doubts. 


Contemp. LVIEI 


57. As we muſt: fervently, and 
believingly, pray for our mercies, ſo 
we muſt diligently, and prudently, 
look after our prayers. In the morning 
( faith David ) 411 I dire& my prayer 
wto thee, and vill look up, Plal. 5. 3. 
and I will hear what God the Lord 


_ vill ſpeak, Pſal. 85. 8. And ſo muſt 


we, if we would have the Lord hear 


what we ſpeak. We cannot cxpect 


_ that God ſhould regard thoſe petitions 


which we regard not our (elves:many 
pray without ſucceſs, becauſe they 
mind not the ſucceſs of their prayers. 
And as we miſt carefully Fait for an 
anſwer, ſo. we muſt be able prudently 
tojudg how God anſwers: 'we cannot 


_ 'be rightly thankfu!) for thoſe anfwers 


of wich we arc unmindful, or in- 
which 


res. 


- 


Practical Contemplations. 107 


which we are unskilful:d1d we wiſely 
conſider the dealings of God, who 
hath not ſaid to the ſeed of Faceb 
ſeek my face in vain, how nught our 
experiences. be increaſed, our faith 


ſtrengthened, our heart cncourag'd, 


our Communion witkGod promoted, - 


and. good thoughts of God prelerv'd? 
THEREFORE it thou woula'tt not 
ſpeak in vain to God, let not God 
ſpeak in vain to thee. 


Contemp. EVE: = 


5 8.God may graciouſly anſwer p1a- 


yer : Though he dorh not at p:elent 


givein what is pray'd for, again " 
o oO 5 
Y 


may preſently give 1n what 1s pra 


for , and yet not gracioully anſwer | 


prayer. He may graciouſly hear 
prayer, though. he do not preſently 
give in the particular mercy pray'd 
for. God may at preſent delay anſwe- 
ring our requeſt, that fo we may 
be fitted for mercy, and mercy for vs, 
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and yet give in 4 gracious anſwer to 
our prayers, by giving in praying 
ſtrength, believing {trength, waiting 
ſtrength, till rhe mercy come. Again, 
God may not only delay, but altoge- 
ther deny the mer cy we pray for, 
and yet give 11 a gracious antlwer of 
prayer, by giving in a better mercy. 
David prays for the lite of his Child, 

2 Sam. 12. God denics it, but gives 
him in aSolomon to lit upon his throne. 
Or God may deny us in a tempor: al 
mercy* which we beg, and give in 
the room of it a ſpiritual mercy; as 
under a: languiſhing body, we pray 
for health, God inſtead of it may 
'gIve ina profpcrous foul, and ſound- 
neſs of ſpiritual conſtitution. Under 
reſtraint we pray for liberty, God in- 
Rtead of it ſets our ſouls more at 1i- 
berty to run the ways of his Com- 
mandments. We pray to be freed 
our of the han4s of perſecutors, God 
inſtead of it gives in the ſpirit of 


Glory to r.ſt upon us:we pray ag; FO 
| > Lac. 
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#= the buſicting” of Satan, God inſtead 
of” it gives 1n a ſuthciency of grace, 
We pray to be deliverci from tuch a 

WM mptation, God continucs the tcmp- - 
tation, but with it makes a way of 

eſcape, that we muy be able to vear 
it, 1 Cor. 10. 13. We pray for this, 
and the other tcn npor: al mercy, God 
in the room of 1t puts giadncls into © 

TY our hearts, by lifting up the light of | 

; his countenance upon us, and revea- - 

ling his love to us, or by working 

1 holy contentedncels in our minds, 

; {wcct ſatisfaction in his good plea- 

4 ſure,and quiet fubmiiiion to his will : 

7 on the other hand God may give mn 

- what is pray*d for, and yet not 


r gractoully anſwer prayer: as he zave |} 
- the murmuring T/raelites Quails, "but L 
[= It Was in wr ath, Named, 11,39. + 3 
j= gain, upon theirasking he gave them | 
" UP a King, but-it was in anger, He. .- 
d 13. 11. God many times an{wers 
of the deſires of . wicked men, in HE 


W-- them proſperity in the world,but *tis . Þ 
Ie. | | - in.;4 j 
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In judgment ; thereby they become 
more ſecure, more proud, and hard- 
ned, and (o ripen'd for deſtruction. 
WOULDST thou truly judge of the 
anſwer of thy prayers, then-compare 
thy mercies with rhy prayers, and 
conſider wherher the mercy thou 
haſt rcceiv*d be not the fame tor kind 
thou pray'dſ{t for, or. whether it be 
not a mercy of a better kind. Com- 

re likewiſe thy receipts with the 
efteCts thereof,and ſee what influence 
mercy hath upon thy heart, and life. 
Conlider not only what 1s done for 
thee, but what is wrought 1n thee,and 
done by thee. It is a {1gn thy mercy 
EOMEs As a gracious anlwer of prayer, 
andfruix of love, if thou art made 
more gracious by it, and fruitful un- 


der it. 
Contemp. EIX. . 
59. . When the wiſe men. came to 


Y--V 
TFerg/alem, and enquired ſaying, 


where 
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where is be that is born King of the 
Fews ?* T's ſaid, Herod was troubled, 
and all Ferujalem with him. That 
Herod who was then fetled 1n.the 
Kingdome, ſhould be troubled 
at the birth of the King of the 
Fews, is no wonder; but that. all 
TZeru/alem ſhould be troubled, thoſe 
that expected rhe coming of the Meſs | 
ftas,thole that had prayed for hiscom- 
ing, thoſe that looked for deliverance 
when he came, ſeems ſtrange ; bur 
probably they remembred what was 
ſpoken by rhe laſt of their Prophets, - 
Mala 3.2.3. And being degenerate 
m their. a gan might-occaſion 
their trouble. How '\many pray thy 
Kingdom come, that would be great- 


ly troubled at the coming 'of this _ } 


Kingdom, when they ſhall find the _ 
wo of Amos taking place, Amos 5. 
t 8. ſaith Balam ſpeaking of, this day 
and the things rhat ſhall come to, 
paſs therein. Alas who ſhall live. 


when God. doth this? 2.4. Numb. 23, 


THERE. # 
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THEREFORE be prepar'd for what 


thou pray'it, it thou woula'it comtor- 


tably ſtand under the anſwer ot - thy 
own praycrs. 


Conte p. LOX; 


60. God in all his various dealings 
with bel:e; ers,ſt | carries on the fame 
deligns of grace;tfor though he change 
his diſpenſation, he doth not ch ange 
his love; though he change his pro- 
 vidences he doth not change his pur- 

ſes; though he may h: de his tace, 

e doth not withdraw his hearr: 
THEREFORE under all the chan- 
ges that we meet withall here, either 
rom within, or from withont, ler us 
nat- ſay that God 1s changeable in 
his-grace towards us, but we have 


been -r+2 aaa In our Car mage to= -- 
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Contemnp. L, 
4 
6 1. God is the author of aJiton, 
nor 01. permiuſ:vciy, bits ciiiciently, | 
Amos 3. 6. Shall there be (vil in a 
City, and the Lord bath nit dine i?” 


% : 4 o , 
gf r 4 > 6 = » #. 5a / 2 - / 
» 2 4 fr £ >) » Tu # f 01-52 Fi £ Ny x. - © F. {34 
- 4 / ow S 
OY FE 7 7 7 
CreEwltc: ark; 3. / HE XE PE C5 Ft CYICAre 
/ 


X ; 


evi Lint, anc Pace. PLUt ror a {tate 
of proſperity, darknels, ard evil, for 
a ſtate of adverlity, fo thar aili:tions 
Ina {cnſe are evil, though not fhmpiy 
and aviolutely conliie.* ds for io God 
cannot be the author of them, but 
they are cv1l, as they are grievous to 
the Zeſh, as they do occaſionally draw- 
out the corruptions that are in the 
heart, as murmuring, repining,diſcons | 
tent, and the like, without God over- 
rule by his grace; alſo as they are ſea» 
ſohs Satan takes to ſet on foot his 
temptations in. THEREFORE you 
ſee whar great need there 15 to watch, 
and pray, that ſo under the evil of 


affli- . 


LY 
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affliction, you may be kept from the 


cvil of {in. 


Contcmp. LXII. 


62. As *tis the duty of the Chil- 
dren of God to be preparing for 
athi-tion before they come, ſo to be 
improving of affliction when they 
are. come: 1f we do not prepare for 
them; we are like to be ſurpriz'd by 
them and if we do not improve 


them, we are like to increaſe them. 
He that would prepare for them,mult 


before hand reſign up all to God, 
ſtrengthen graces, ſtore up- promuſes, 
clear up evidences,recall experiences, 
and ſearch out fin. And he that 


would improve them, muſt labour by 
_ them to-ſeeſn more and more 1n1ts 


flthineſs, ſo as to mortifie 1t, the 


. heart in its deceitfulneſs, ſo as to 


watch over it; the world in its emp- 
tineſs, ſoas to be crucihed to it; grace 
11t amiablenefs, {0 as to prize 1t; God 
To 


- 
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- 
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19 his holineſs,fo as to fear him;Hea- 


ven in 11s defrrablencls, ſo asto long 


after it. THEREFORE be wanting 


in.neither reſpects; tor he that takes 
more care to avoid aitlictions, than 
to be htted for them ; or is more fo- 


- icitous to be deliver d from them, 


than to be better'd by them, 1s ike 
to come ſooneſt into them, and to he 
longeſt under them. 


Contemp. LXIII. 


62. The Children of God under 
their afflichons are apt to let go that 
which they ſhould hold faſt, to wit, 
their aſſurance, and to forget that 


which they ſhould eſpecially re- 


member, namely, rhe exhortation. 
that. ſpeaks unto them as unto Chil- 


dren, Heb. 12.5. Andto- put them- 
ſelves again} under that Law, which 
they are freed, from, being alwaies 
as grace; for though their affit- 
Ctions may be materially the ſame 


which 
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which wicked men may endure, ye 

God GCa. 3 not with them 23 unter 

the cults G5 the JV WV; bor tne 1:1 

fu'ly katiued, Tet 5 arilt him! * 
w; 


Y 3 
1 
ky SiS 
. f - 
117 male a cuiſe ror <= lat a3 

- {aq ' w—_ ? v1 3 4 (3r ic Ti 
UNO! $1 DS #Y% tl0ke v7 Ti LC ©, {ll 


fn 96 rob thkes arc Pr by 


ſe], that lo ms Chidren may 'n10t 
be condemned with rhe World. ? Iis 


trac, the a2 tons of the wicked are. 


puniſhmcouts from Gol, as an angry 
Judg, bur the ailli{tions of rhe gouly 
are chaſtiſements from God as a gra- 
cious Father. Alſo the aBitions of the 
wicked are preludiums to their fur- 
ther miſery, but the corrections,of rhe 


Godiy are but prepar -1ti0135 for their 
future Glory. 


THEREFORE un- 
der all ati: ing difpenfations hold 


faſt your intereſt in him; call God 
Father in the Furn: ce, Tla. 6 J- 


I 0. 
and k-ep up good thoughts ot God 
as to. the deal} 1ngs of him, and low 
thoughts of your {elves as to your 
_ deſervings from him. 

Contemmp. 
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Centernp. LXIV. 


4 64. Under our aMiction *ris cafier 
to ſec rhe righteouſneſs of God, than 
the Goodneſs of God; yet God Bs 
therein gracious, as well as righteous, 
I'r all the paths of theLord(with rete- 

| rencetoispeopie)are mercy and truth, 

|- F#Fſal.25. 10. God im mercy is tuif- 
ing ſome of his truths ; ſome faithful 
promiſe for our good:;and not onlylſo, 
but his very righteouſneſs is difplayd 
in gooanels to his people; 1n that he 

will not fufier thcm to go on in a 

way of -{in without ſeaſonable re- 

bnkes, thartto they may be brought 
'- again unto himicit. THEREFORE 
it you would diicern the goodpeſs 
of God, as weli as his righteouſneſs 
in attlicting of you, conſ{10er not on- 
ly whercin you do deſerve 6 but 
allo wherein you ſtand in . need of 
It, 
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65. As in a way of working for 
God we may be inabled to do the 
Will of God, and yet the promuſed 
. good not reſently be given in : fo 
I Rm : ſuftering from God, we 

-* May be inabled to cleanſe, and purge 
* our ſelves, and yet the Rod of God 
* nottaken off. It was the complaint of 
the Plalmiſt, That he had cleanſed bis 
' heart in vain, and waſhed his hands in 
© fmnocency. For all the daylong (faith 
: he) I havebeen plagued,and chaſtened 


every morning, Fſal. 73. 13, 14. 


would have our patience not 
; on tried, but encreaſed, ſtrength- / 
+ Ned, and perfected. And he would 
how usto know that both ability ra 
work, and reward for workin 
_ buyk: +the beſtowin of —_ 
_ ind. the removing of evil, is. from 
SA And as by - yaiting for 
mercy 


A. 
oY 
Be . # 
oO 


reercy God fits us for the enjoyment 
of mercy, ſo by cleanſing, and purg- 
ing work under ſufferings he fits us te? 


THEREFORE as we have need of 
patience,that after we have done the 
Will of God, we may mherit the 
promiſe ; ſo we have need prudence, 
that having got good by aifliction, 
we may glority God with that good 
we have got. 


Centernp. LXVI. \ 


66. As in mortifying ſin, we 
ſhould mortiite every {in; for one ſin 
unmortih'd, will break—our peace, 
biot our evidence, harden our hearts, 
indiſpoſe to duty.make way for temp- 
tation, and diſpoſe to other fins ; fo 
we ſhoutd eſpecially keep our ſelves 
'rom-gur miquity. Though 'Origt- 

| al fin bealike in all, yer it doth 
» Not break forth in all alike; therefore 
{ome {ins are {aid to be more peculi- 
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glorify him, by further ſufferings. ' 


arly 
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arly our {1ns,than other ſ{ins'are. Saitl, 
Dawvid, I was alſo upright before him, 
and I kept my ſelf from mine iniauity, 
Pſal. 18. 23. As in every body there 
1s the principle .of n; 2rtality, yet in 
ſome there 1s a proneneſs to one dif- 
eaſe,rather than to another;ſo *tis with 
reference to ſin, the compleCtion: 
conſtitution, diſpoſition of a perſon, 
may incline him to one fin, more *- 


\ 


than another: alſo the age of his life, 
the"calling in which he is imployd, 
the place where he lives, the times in 
which he lives, the various conditions 
through which he may run, and the 
temptations with which he may meer, 
may each of them draw forth ſome 
peculiar ſin. WOULD you then have 
a teſtimony of the truth of Grac2,and 

_of the uprightnels of your heart with 
God, make it your work to mortihe }- 
every {in, but: eſpecially that which * 
. your iniquity: this ſin may help 
youto bght againſt other fans, _ 


#7 > 
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j promuſe? Thou mart as well-claim the 


promiſe for thy comfort, as the com 
mand for thy duty. Or doſt thou 
think thy ſelf under this, or the other 
command ? Why not then under eve: 
ry command, thatas well as the r 

In "le I. . Fobn 3: 23. Andthis is his 
command that we ould believe ow 
the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt - | 
THEREFORE beg of God, thatas 
he hath .ſetforth his will in the phe 
cept, which requires you to obey, fo 
he would give forth his frengih 


. through the promiſe, that you may 


ny what he __ 


we wait without prayer; Fer: hs 
would haveus pray;that- ſe we rmight 
teſtifie the ſenſe 'of our wams, In 


ourcaft: before God.” Tis 7: 
mot to-inform him, it roaffet on; 
ook 


Uo foot Go fd... | Pa 
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upon as a motive to make God more 
ready to give, but asa means to 


make us more ht to receive: tis a "gn 
n 


the ſoul 38 ſer{ible of the wint, a 
worthof-; mercy, and that God is the: 


fountain, and given of every mercy, | 


that is fervent, frequent, and conſtant 
inprayer for mercy. . WOULD you 
then obtain. mercy by prayer, endea- 


your through prayer to be fitted for - 


the mercy you wauld:obtain. 


: Contenp. LIV. LY 


© 54 Many deny praying in the || 


Spirit, becauſe they want. the Spirit 
to pray with. But that* this is the 
duty, and priviledg of the Saints the 
Scripture is clear. Fadecxhorts us to 
pray- in the holy Ghoſt, v. 20. And 
Paul tells. you, beoauſe you are Sons; 
God hath: fent forth the $ pirit of his 


Son into your . hearts, crymg, Abv.., 
 FatherGal. 4-6” Fx 4 fipn; thou art 


| no Son,.it: thou haſt ot the Sp wg 


| 


. 
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his Son. And where there is the Spirit 
of his Son,there there will be praying 
in the ſpirit. The fame Apoſtle, © 


likewiſe acquaints us that the ſpirit al 


ſo helpeth our infirmities : fore know” | Uh 


not what we ſhould pray for as we 
ought : But the Spirit it ſelf maketh in- 
rerceſſion for us with groanings which 
cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. .26. In 
which Scriptures you have not only 
this truth prov'd that there 1s a pray- 
ing in the Spirit, but likewiſe diſ-- 
cover'd what this praying inthe Spirit 
IS. gs | 

Firſt, It implies a ſenſe of our need 
of the ſpirit to pray with, we.know 
not what to pray.for as weought. . 
; * Secondly, It 1mplies alying low in 
our own Spirits, with an exalting of 
the Spirit of God in this work. 'The 
Spirit it ſelf helpeth our infirmities, 
we are not only ignorant what we 
ſhould pray for, but have many in- 
firmities cleaving to us, ready to hin» 
der prayer, which the ſpirit helpeth 


F2 us 
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us againſt, by removing of them, 
and diſpo{ing of us to our duty. 

Thirdly, To pray in the Spirit, is 
to pray according; to the diCtates,and 
direCtions of the Spirit: the Spirit it 
ſelf makes intercetion for us; he 
makes intercefſion by helping us to 
intercede, framing for us NT 
pertinent petitions. 

Fourthly, T'o pray in the Spiris 18 
| when there is a myy longing, and 


ny after the things we pray 
r: as the ſpirit frames our daxeR rex 


ſo he raiſe ſuitable affeftions to . 


thoſe petitions he frames, whereby 


they are follow'd with groanings 
tharcannor be uttered. 
 Fifthly, Where there is praying in 


the Spiri, there the heart 1sengag'd 


m- prayer; be bath ſent forth the Spirit 
of bt Sonento your heart. l 


Sixthly, Wherethere is praying wm . 
theſpirit, there is reac d conti- -- 


nuance in prayer, ſet in this 
word crying. 


Seventy, 4: 


. 
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7. To pray in the ſpirit, 1s to 
pray with a childlike frame of heart, 
coming to God in Faith, as a Father, 
ready and willing to give forth 
mercy to his Children, crying Abva, 
Father. Thus you have the Scripture 
both aflerting and opening of this 
duty. THEREFORE have a care 
how you diſown praying in the ſpt- 
rit, leſt God diſown your prayers. 
God takes no notice of the prayers 
made by Paul whiPit a Pharifee, bur 
no ſooner doth he pray in the ſpirit, 


|} - but God' puts a remarque upon it, 


behold he prajeth, Aﬀs 9. 11, Tis 


| ſaidof Elias, nerd yi aeponitelle, be = 
prayed in prayer, Fam.5.17. A perſon 


may ſay prayers, and yet not be faid 
to pray: *tis only through the ſpirtt 
of prayer, that we come to pray, in 
prayer, and to prevail in prayer; for 
there can be no praying to a _graci- 
ous acceptation, without a ſpirit of 
grace and ſupplication;; neither canſt 
thou juſtly expect to hear the, voice | 

FE 3 0, 
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of God anſwering thy prayers, ex- 
cept God hear the voice of his ſpirit 
in thy pravers.. 


| , Contemp. TY 


55. We are apteither in the uſe 
of prayer to neglect means, a: if God 
ſhould do all, or in theu% of means. 
to negieCt praycr, as it they could 
doall. 'Though God hath nor tied }* 
himſelf ro means, yet hc hath tied us, 
but yetſo tied us, asin the means he 
hath ticd:us to himſelf. David as he 

_ pray'*th; ſo he uſeth the means; One | 
thing have I deſired of the Lord (faith 
he)and that will Tſeck after. The one 
thing in hisdefire was the great thing 
in his endeavour, P/al.' 27: 4. Nebhe- 
miah\.and the people as they made {| 
their prayer to God, fo they ſet a 
watch: againſt the enemy, Nehem. 
4. 9. And as we muſt uſe the means, 
ſo we mult pray. Moſes ſets .Foſhua to 
heht. againſt Ameleck, but whilſt he” 
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1s lifting up his hand againſt the ene- 
my, Moſes is lifting up his hand in 
the Mount; Exod. 17. As 'tis not 
enough to pray- for a mercy without 
we ule ſuitable endeavors for the ob- 
taining of our prayer, fo 'tis not e- 
nough-to- uſe the mcans without we 
look-up for a blefling upon what we 
uſe. THEREFORE have a care you 
loſe not your prayer by rhe neglect 
of means,or a blefling upon the nieans 


_ through the neglect of prayer.” 


Contemp. LVL. 


56. Many fincere hearts fear the 
ſucceſs of their prayers, becauſe of 
the weakneſs of their tanh; they have 
their doubts, and therefore queſtion - 
whether they ſhall ſpeed, eſpecial 
conlidering ſuch Scriptures' as thele, - 
T. will that men pray every where, 
lifting up holy hands without wrath 
and doubting, 1 Tim. 2. 8. As. alla 


, that Scripture, Let him ack in faith 


F 4 narhing 
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F: nothing wavering, for he that 2awve- 
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reth is like a Wave of the Sea, driven 
avith the Wind and toſſed ;, For let not 
that man think that he ſhall receive 


> 


any thing of the Lord. A double mind- 
ed man is unſtable in all his 2waies, 
Fam. 1.6, &c. But here conſider, | 
though all kind of doubts argue 
weakneſs; yet ſome kind of doubts 
may not ſhut out prayer; for then: 
how ſhould they pray that queſtion, 
the love of Gad to them, and their 
intereſt in him? or how ſhould they 
pray without all doubts of ſuccels 
in prayer, who have but an, it: may 
be,to ground their faith upon? Zeph.2. _ 
V. 3. Seek ye the Lord, all ye meck of _ 
the Earth, which have wrought his 
Judgment, ſeek righteouſne(s, ſeek meek-. 
weſs, it may be you ſhall be hid inthe - 
day of the Lords anger. Yetuch are 
commanded to pray, and ſuch have 

pray'd with ſucceſs, faith Fonab, I ** 
ſaid Tam caſt out of thy ſight, yet will 

| 1ilook again toward thy bal Temple, 
=? 
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Jon. 2. 4. So David, I ſaid im my 
. haſt, 1 am cut off from before thine eyes 
 . nevertheleſs thou heardeſs the voice of , 
my ſupplications, when I cried unto 3 
thee, I ZI. 22 The doubts ſpo-- 
ken of by Fames, are ſuch kind of 
doubts as ariſe. from a double minded. 
man, whoſe mind-'is wavering, and 
divided between two objects: lome-- 
times he is for depending upon God, 
at other times for reſting upon crea- 
tures; ſometimes he. thinks prayer to 
' be an \ uſeful means, at- other times 
not. For a Perſon to doubt, and. 
diſpute. whether God beable to help, 
. or whether he be a rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him; or whether ; 
prayerand attendance upon God be - 
the means to obtain. mercy, theſe 
doubts directly mulitate againſt ſuc--, 
ceſs in prayer. THEREFORE take 
heed of- them, and be {ingly minded, 
cleaving to God alone in his own - 
- appomntment, as Almighty, FairhtR, 


and Gracious; and though in other 
E 3 reſpects 
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reſpets you may have - doubts about 
the ſucceſs of your prayer, yet come 


that through prayer-you-may have 
- faceeſs againſt your doubts. 


Contemp. LVIE. 


57: As we muſt fervently, and 


believingly, pray for our mercies, ſo 


we muſt diligently, and prudently, 
look after our prayers. In the morning 
( faith David ) 2»#1 I dire&# my prayer 
zwnto thee, and will look up, Plal. 5. 3. 
and I will hear what God the Lord 
"will ſpeak, Plal. 85. 8. And fo muſt 
we, if we would have the Lord hear 
what we ſpeak. We cannot expect 
that God ſhould regard thoſe petitions 
which we regard nor-our fe:ves:many 

pray without ſucceſs, becauſe they 
mind nor the ſucceſs of their prayers. 
And as we muſt carefully wait for an 
anſwer, ſo we mult be able prudentiy 
, tojudg how God anſwers: we cannot 
be rightly thankful for thoſe anſwers 
of which we are unmindful, or 1n. 

which 
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which we are unskilful:did we wiſely 

conſider the dealings of God, who 

hath notſaid to the ſeed of Facob 

ſeek my face in vain, how nught our 

experiences be increaſed, our faith 
ſtrengthened, our heart encourag'd, * 
our Communion withGod promoted, 

and good thoughts of God prelerv*d? 

THEREFORE it thou would'{t not 

ſpeak in vain to God, let not God 

ſpeak in vain to thee.. 


/ ; 
Conternp. EVIIT - 


5 8.God may graciouſly aniwer p1a- 
yer : Though he doth not at p-elent 
give in what is pray'd for, again he 
may preſently give 1n what 15 pray'd 
for , and yet not graciouſly anſwer 
prayer. He may gracioully hear 
prayer, though. he do not preſently 
give in the particular mercy pray'd 
for. God may at preſent delay anſwe- 
ring our requeſt, that ſo we may 


be hitted for mercy, and mercy for us, 


and 


tos" Prattical Comtemplations: 
and yet give * a gracious anſwer to 
our ,prayers, by giving in prayin 
ſtren Fit bellievin fy tre. Fr Sis 
ſtrength, till the mercy come. Again, 
God may not only delay, but altoge- 
ther deny the mercy we pray 4 
and yet give in a gracious anſwer of 
prayer, by giving in a better mercy. 
Dawvid prays for the life of his Child, 
2:Sam. 12, Goddemis it, but gives. 
him in aSo/omon to fitupon his throne. . 
Or -God may deny us in a temporal 
mercy which we beg, and give in 
o_ room of it a ſpiritual mercy; as - 
under a -languiſhing body, we pra 
for: health, God ſtead of it nc 
e1ve 114 proſperous ſoul, and found- 
neſs of ſpiritual conſtitution. Under 
reſtraint we pray for liberty, God in- 
ſtead of it ſets our ſouls more at li- 
berty- to run the ways of his Com-- 
mandments. - We pray to be freed 
out of the hands of perſecutors, God 
inſtead of it gives in the ſpirit of 
Glory to reſt upon us:we pray m— 
E. 
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the buftetings of Satan, God inſtead . 5 
of it gives 1n a ſufhciency of grace,. _ 
we pray to be delivered from ſuch a. 
temptation, God continues the temp- - 
Aation, but with it makes a way - of 
eſcape, that we maybe able to bear 
it, x Cor. 10. 13. We pray for this, . 
and the other temporal mercy, God: 
in the room of it puts gladneſs into 
ov! hearts, by lifting up the light of 
his countenance upon us, and revea- 
ling his love to us, or by working - 
tly contentedneſs 1n our. minds, 
ſweet fatisfaQtion in his good plea-- 
ſure,and quiet ſubmiſſion to his will : 
on the. other hand God may. give m IF” 
what is pray*'d for, and yet not. {|"\\ 
gracioully anſwer prayer: as he gave. || 
the murmuring Iſraelites Quails, but jr 
it was 1n wel Numb. 11.33. A-- 
gain, upon their asking he. gave them {th}; 
a King, but it was in anger, Hof. . 
I3. 11. God many times anſwers \ff{* 
the defires of wicked men, 1n giving © || iy; 
them proſperity-in the world,but *ris. 1} 
| ; 1+ '+ 
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in judgment ; thereby they become - 


more ſecure, more proud, and hard- 
ned, and ſo - ripen'd for deſtruction. 
WOULDST thou truly judge of the 
anſwer of rhy prayers, then compare 
thy mercies with thy - prayers, and 
conlider whether the mercy thou 
haſt receiv*d be not the ſame tor kind 
thou pray'd{t for, or whether it be 
not a mercy of a better. kind. Com- 
pare likewiſe. thy  recezpts with the 


eftects thereof,and ſee what. influence. 


mercy hath upon thy heart, and life. 
Conſider not only what is done for 
thee, but what is wrought 1n thee,and 
done by thee. Ir is a {ign thy mercy 


comes as a gracious an{wer of prayer, 


.and fruit.of love, if thou art made 


more gracious by it, and fruitful un- 


der it. 
*  _* Contemp. LIX.. 


59. When the wiſe nien eame to 


Terujalem, and enquired fay ng, 
where. 


Praftical Contemplations. 112” 


where is he that is born King of the 
Tews. ?" T's faid, Herod was troubled, 
and all feruſalem with him. That 
Herod who was then ſetled in the 
Kingdome, ſhould be troubled 
at the birth - of the King of. the 
Fews, is no wonder; but that all 
'Feruſalem ſhould be troubled, thoſe 
that expected the coming of the Meſ- 


fras,thole that had prayed for his com- 


ing, thoſe that-looked for deliverance 
when he came, - ſeems ſtrange ; but. 
probably they remembred what was 
{ſpoken by the laſt of their Prophets, 
Mala 3.2.3. And being degenerate 
in their as might occaſion 
their trouble. How many pray -. thy 
Kingdom come, that would be great- 
ly troubled. at the: coming -of. this 
Kingdom, when they ſhall find the 
wo of Amos taking place, Amos 5. 
18. faith Balam ſpeaking of. this day, 
and the things that ſhall come to, 
paſs therem. Alas who ſhall live 
when God doth this? 24. Numb. 2 3:.. 

» p THERE» , 


\ 


_ 
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THEREFORE beprepar'd for what .. 
thou pray'ſ, if thou would'ſt comfor-- * 
tably ſtand under the. anſwer. of thv F 


own prayers. af 


Contemp. LX.. | | | 


60. God in all his various dealings |, 
wo _—_— carnes on the fame. . |: _ 
ot grace;for though he change >< 
his Tipealition, he Fas: not Fees. 2X | 
- Ins love; though he change. his pro- 
vidences, he doth not cage his pur- - 
Poſes; though he may hide his face, 
e doth. not withdraw his rum | 
THEREFORE under all the chan-- 
es that we meet withal! here, either. |! 
m within, or from without, let us | 
not fay that God 1s changeable nm _. 
tis grace towards us, but we have | 
been changeable an an our crnge to=- 
"ards him, | 


> 


of proſperity, darkneſs, and evil, for 
a ſtate of adverſity, ſo that affliftions 


the fleſh, as they do occaſionally draw 


SS. 
x . 


Contemp. LXl. 


6 1. God is the author of afiction, 
not only permiſlively, but ethciently; 
Amos 2. 6. Shall there be evil im a 
City, and the Lord hath not done #t ? 
So Iſa. 45. 7. I form the light, and 
create darkneſs, 1 make peace,ond create 
evil. Light, and pace, put for a ſtate: 


ina ſenſe are evil, though not ſimply 
and abſolutely conſider'dz for ſo God 
cannot be the author of them, bur: 
they are evil, as they are grievous to 


out the corruptions that are in the 
heart, as murmuring, repining,diſcon- 
tent, and the ike, without God over- 
rule by his grace; alſo as they are ſea- 
ſons Satan takes to fer on foot lis 


temptations in. THEREFORE you 


ſee what great needthere 1s to watch, 


and pray, that ſo under the. evil of WW 
L . : afflt- bo ? 3 
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aflictiou, you may be kept from the: 


- and ſearch out fin. An 


evil of {in. - 
Contemp. LXII. 


62. As *tis the duty of the Chik 
dren of God to be preparing for 
athiction beforc they come, ſo to be 
improving of affliction when they 
are come: if we do not prepare for 
them; we are like to be ſurpriz'd by 
them and-if we do not improve 
them, we are like to increaſe them. 
He that would prepare for them,mult 
before hand reſign up all to God, 
ſtrengthen graces, ſtore up promiſes, 
clear up evidences,recall experiences, 
he that 
would improve them, muſt labour by 
them to-ſee ſin more and more in its 
flthineſs, ſo as to mortihe it, the 
heart- in its deceitfulneſs,. ſo as: to 
watch over it;the world in its emp- 
tineſs, ſo as to be crucified to it; grace 
11.1t anuableneſs, ſo as to prize it; God 

in 


18 L 
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in his holineſ,fo as to fear him;Hea-Wal 

| + venin it*sdefirableneſs, fo asto longy 3 
afterit. THEREFORE be wanting : 
in neither reſpects; for he that takes 
more care to avoid aftlictions, than 
to be fitted for them ; or is more ſo- 
licitous to be deliver'd from them, 
than to be better'd by them, 1s like 
to come ſooneſt into them, and. to he - 
longeſt under them. 


Contemp. LXHI.: 


62. The Children of God under 
'_ _ - their affliftions are apt to let go that 
|  whichthey ſhould hold faſt, to wit, 
their aſſurance, and to forget that 
which they ſhould eſpecially re- 
member, namely, the exhortation - 
that (peaks unto them as unto Chil» 
dren, Heb. 125. Andto. put them- 
felves again under that Law, which 
they are freed from, being alwaies | 
under grace; for though their affli- 


, Ctions may be-materially the ſame 
| which 


e 
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# .which wicked men may endure, yet 
.God deals not with them as under 
the curſes of the Law; for the Law is © 
fully ſatisfied, Jeſirs Chriſt himſelt be= *-- 
ing made a curſe for them, but as 
under a Covenant of Grace, in 
which ſeafonable rebukes are promi- 
ſed, that ſo his Children may not 
be condemned with the World. *Tis 
true, the atflictions of the wicked are 
puniſhments from God, as an angry 
Fudg, bur the afflictions of the godly * | 
are chaſtiſements from God as a gra- 
cious Father. Alſo the afflictions ofthe ;< 
wicked. are preludiums to their fur-- | | 
ther miſery, but the correCtions,of the | 
Godly are but preparations for their . | 
future Glory. THEREFORE un- |} 
der all aflictng diſpenſations hold - 
faſt your intereſt in him; call God |} 

| Father inthe Furnace, T/a. 63. 16. 
and keep up good thoughts of God 
asto the dealings of him; and low 
thoughts of your ſelves as to your 
deſervings from hum. . , 

EFT Contemp.. + 


way of {in without ſeaſonable re+ 


»—. a A oc 4 ee 47 + 46 


%* A . 


Contemp. LXIV. 
64. Under our affliction *ris eaker 


' - toſce the righteouſneſs of God, than 


the Goodneſs of God; yet God 1s 
therein gracious, as well as righteous, 
For all the paths of theLord(with rete- 
renceto hispeopie )are mercy and truth, 
P/al.25. 10. God in mercy 1s. tulfl- 
ing ſome of his truths ; ſome faithful 
hiring for our good;and not onlylo, 
at his very righteouſneſs is diſplayd 
in goodneſs to his people, in that he 
will not ſufter them 'to go on. in a 


2gain unto him 


bukes, that ſo. they may be brough 
if you would. diſcern" the; goodaefs 


of God, as wells: be NG 


in aflifting of you,” conſider not on- 
ly wherein you do deferve it Þ ' - 
mn wherein you: ſtalked in need of 


Contemp. 
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| Vers ' Praftical Contemplations 
Contemp. LXV. 


' 65. As in a way of working for - 
God we may be inabled-to-do the 
Will of God, and yet the promiſed 

good not preſently be given in : fo 
ma way of ſuffering from God, we 
may be inabled to cleanſe, and purge 
our ſelves, and yet the Rod of God 
not taken off. It was the complaint of 
the Plalnuſt, That he had cleanſed his . 
heart in vain, and waſhed has hands im | 
nnocency. For all the daylong (faith * 
he ) I hawe been plagued,and chaſtened 
every. morning, _ Pſal. 73. 13, 14. | 
God would- have our patience not 
only tried, .blit'encreaſed, {trength- 
&d,. and perfedted. ., And he would 
have usto-know that both ability ro 
work; and reward:for working, 
both' the. beſtowing / of , good , 
and the alnbrichr of evil, 1s from 
-grace, And as by waiting for 
SQ 3104.3 mercy 
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mercy God fits us for the enjoyment 
of mercy, ſo by cleanſing, and purg- 
ing work under'ſufterings he fits us to 
glorify him, by further ſufferings. 
THEREFORE. as we have need of 

atience,that after we have done the 
Will of God, we may mherit the 
promiſe ; ſo we have need prudence, 
that having. got good by affliction, *'|} 
we may glorify God with that good 
we have got. 


dl. 


Contemp. LXVL © 


+66. As in mortifying fin, we 
ſhould mortihe every {in; for one fin 
unmortih'd, will break: our peace, 
blot'our evidence, harden our hearts, 
indiſpoſe to duty.make way for temp- 
tation, and diſpoſe to other fins ; fo 
we ſhould eſpecially keep. our felves 
from our iniquity. Though Origi- 
nal ſin be alike in all, yet it doth 
not break'forth'in all alikeztherefors 
- lome {ans are ſaid to be more peculi- > 
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Fo arly our. {ins,than other fins are. Saith 
” | David, Tas alſo upright before him, 
and I kept my ſelf from mine iniquity, 
Pſal. 18. 23. As in every body there 
; 1s the principle of mortality, yet in 
ſome there 1s a pronenels to one dif= 
eaſe, rather than to another;ſo* tis with 
reference to fin, the completion: 
conſtiturion, diſpoſition of a perſon, _ 
may incline him to one ſin, more 
{| than another: alfothe age of his life, 
the calling in which heis imployd, 
- "the va ce where he lives, the times in 
which he lives, the various conditions 
through which he may run, andthe 
temptati tions with which he may meet; 
may. each of them draw forth ſome 
_ peculiar fin .WOULD youthen have 
a teſtimony of thetruth of Grace,and 
of the uprightneſs of your heart with 
God, make it your work. to: mortife . 


every ſin, but eſpeciglly; that which 


| _ Þ.your Toſi: mis'ko.m 
jar hr 
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muſt-be ſincerity that muſt help 


to fight againlt this {1n. 
Contemp. LXVIL 
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67. Many perſons meet with hit- 
tle ſucceſs in their attemprs to mortifie 
{1n, becauſe either they miſtake the 
"means, or miſcarry for want of exer- 
citing faith in the means: many 
© miſtake the means and betake them- 


ſelves to reſolutions, vows, 


and ſome ſevere courſe of tiYyin 

which may be uſeful in its right 
place, but there is a more ſpiritual, 
and evangelical way. that we are to 
| betake our ſelves firſt unto, namely 
the Blood,Spiritand Word of Chriſt. 
Others though they do not miſtake 
as to the means, yet muſcarry for 
want of exerciſing faith in thoſe 
means. 'It muſt be faith that muſt a 

ply the verrue of rhe death of Chriſt, 
that muſt fetch in power from the 


Spurit' of Chriſt,and efficacy from the 


& 


? 


word 
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word of Chriſt, for the killing of 
{m: Faith takes a proſpect of the love 
of. Chriſt, and of the cxample of 
Chriſt in dying, and fo fetcheth mo- 
tives from the one, and a pattern 
from the«ct'1er, to dye to {fin from 


—. Chriſt's dying for in, Gal. 2. 20. 1. 


Pet. 2. 21. 24. Chap. 4. 1. Faith 
views the end, and merit of the 
death of Chriſt, which was not only 
_ that fin might be pardoned, but thar 
it might be mortiff'd, Tir. 2. 14. 
Not only that guilt might be remo- 
ved, but that jniquity might be ſub- - 
dueu, and accordingly improves it, 
knowing that our old man 1s crucr | | 
__ fd with him,Rew.6.6.Faith alſo hath 
dependance upon the ſpirit, as a ſpi- 
rit of judgment and burning, for the 
conſuming of corruption,and hath re-: 
courſe unto him that ſo the heart - 


Ae may be fiPd with grace, and thoſe 


graces ſet on work for the crucifying 
| of fin. Again Faith helps the Soul 
to mortifie fin by applying it felt 


unto 


. | a 3! i. 
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unto the Word, and: the Word unt" 
the Soul; the Word nuxt with Faith % 3] 


hath great efficacy this way;Noew you * 


. are clean throughthe Word which I 
have ſpokenunto you, John 15. 3. By 
the Word of thy lips I have kept me 
from the paths of the deſtroyer,Plal.1 7. 
wv. 4. Wherewithall ſhall a young man 
| cleanſe his way!by taking heed 5 wir 
to according tothy Word, Plal. 119. 9. 
'The word, it 1s the Sword of the Spirit 
which Faith is to make uſe of for 

_ the ſhyingot fin» THEREFORE 
in hghting this goo fight, have a. 
care you - loſe not ſucceſs for want 
of right means ; or the efficacie of 
thoſe means for want of aCting Faith, 


Contemp. LXVIIL. 


68.Many under long conflict with 

| ſtrong corruptions are ready to fay of 
their luſts as was ſaid of the Sons of 
Anak,who can ſtand before theChil- 

_ dren of Anak,weare but Graſhoppers 
G 2 in 
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intheir {1ght,and thereupon are ready * 
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ol 
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Micah. 7.19. 


to cry out we ſhall one day periſh by 


them: thus when we {ſhould above all 


take the ſhield of faith, we are ready, 


firſt of all to refuſe our ſhield. Bur 


by way of encouragement in this 
warfare conlider. 


Firſt, "That all thy luſts ( if thou 


art a Believer are already crucified in 


thy head. 53. Iſai. 6. All we like 


ſheep have gone aſtray, &c. And he 


hath laid upon him the iniquity of us. 
3 all. There is not any one carnal 
afteChion, diſorderly paſſion, prevai- 


ling corruption ſtirring i thee, but 


met upon Chriſt, and was crucifed 
with Chriſt: he dyed for it, that fo 


_ we mightdyeto it, therefore we may 


reckon our ſelves in Chriſt to be dead 


indeed unto lin. 


Secondly, Conſider all thy fins are: 


crucihed in the promiſe, though {ans 


may be ſtrong, impetuous,violent, yet 


God hath pronuſed to ſubdue them, 


'Thitdly, 


—_ 


\ > watts. 


Thirdly, All thy fins are crucihed 
Initially: there 18a principle of grace 
implanted in thee that 1s crucifying 
of them: and though. fin, may ſome- 
time prevail, yet then theu art cruci- 
hed to the love, and liking of it. 

Fourthly, All thy {ins ſhall be cru- 


cif'd totally : as they are now com- 


- pleatly crucitr'd in thy head, fo they 


ſhall be perfectly crucif'd in thy per- 
ſon : as they are initally mores fo 
they ſhall be finally deſtroyed: not 
only the ſtirring, but the very being 
of fin ſhall be rooted out. THERE- 
FORE. be ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might: though 
the conflict may be ſharp, yet the 
conqueſt ſhall be ſnre. 


Contemp. LXIX. 


69. Many ſincere Souls that have 
truly cloſed with Chriſt by Faith, 
yet queſtion their Faith becauſe they 
hind corruption, not . only working, 


G. J but. 
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but ſometimes prevailing; whereas, 


ſay they, one {ign of true Faith is | 


this,that it purifies the heart.” T'is true, 
though Faith waſterh {tn, yet it dorh 
not abouſh Fn. 'The inbeing of Faith, 
doth not annihilate the indwelling 
ot1:n, but fin will have a being in nur 
nature, i0 'ong as we havea being in 
the fleih. Corruprions, yea ſometimes 
prevaihng corruptions, have been 


found, not only where Faith hath 


been in habit, but in excerciſe: Paul 
ſaw a law in his members not only 
warring, but ſometimes conquering, 
yea at ſuch a time as Faith was atted 
upon Chriſt for Victory.,, Rom. 7. 
22. 25. And David cries out un- 

der the ſenſe of ſin, Iniquities prevail 
againſt me, at ſuch a time when he 
lifts up his head by Faith; as for our 
tranſgreſſions thou wilt purge them 


away, Pſal. 65. 4. Thou complaineſt, 


and groaneſt under, and art burden*d 


with, and conflicteſt againſt thy {ins; 
from whence is this, but from a con- 
Dt trary 
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tf 
then thou haſt no Faith,when as thou 
art fighting the good hight of Faith. 
Contemp. LXX. 


70. Some lincerc ſouls fear they 


® have no Faith, becauſe they have no 


L 


comfort, eſpecially conſidering ſuch 
texts as theſe Rom.5.1. Being juſtifid 
by Faith, we have peace with God, 1. - 
John. 5. 10. hethat believerh hath 
the witneſs in himſelf. Tt Thad faith 
ſaith the Sonl, 1 ſhould have peace; 
if I were a believer I ſhould have the 
witneſs of it, bur I ſ{tnd not this : Let 
ſuch con{ider, that though thefe can- 
not be affurance without Faith, yet 
there may be Faith without affurance, 
yea Faith not only in thehabit of it, 
but in the exerciſe of it.; not onl 
weak Faith, but ſtrong Faith, for ſo 
it was with David. Fenah. 2. 4- 
Fob. 13. 15, andother worthies : it 
is not faid thar being juſtihed by 
G 4 Faith, 


rary principle of grace? SAY not | ; 


F 
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Faith,, we have peace in our ſelves, 
that we have preſently tne comfort 
of it, but being juſtifved by Faith 
we have peace with God,we are no 
longer ina ſtate of enmity, but in a 
ſtate of peace ; there is the peace of 
reconciliation, and the peace of con- 
ſolation ; being "aſtified 

have peace with God , we are under 
the peace of reconciliation,and what 
true peace of conſolation any Soul 
hath, it lows from Faith. And where- 
as *tis ſaid he that believeth hath the 


witneſs in himſelf, the meaning is not, 


that upon his believing it is alwates 
immediately witneſſed unto him that 
Jeſus Chriſt is us; experience declares 


the contrary, but by believing he 


doth witneſs the ſame the father wit- 
nefleth, vis. "That Chriſt is the Son 
of God, and thar life and ſalvation 
1s to be had by him; or elſe he hath 
the matter by which the ſpirit beareth 
witneſs - of an intereſt in Chriſt in 


ſanCtihed, 


by Faith,we 


himſelf, viz. He is juſtified, and 


 landtified, and made partaker of the 
graces of the Spirit, which if he did 
. diligently attend, he might grow 
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up to aflurance,and attain unto com- 
fort. THEREFORE try not thy - 
Faith by thy comfort, but thy com-' 
fort by thy Faith : thou mailt have 
true Faith without comfort, butthou 
canſt not have true-comfort without 
Faith. 


Contemp. LXXI. - 


71. It may be with a {incere-Soul 
in its paſſage to Heaven, as it was 
with Paul in his Voyage to Rome; it's. 
ſaid they were exceedingly tolled | 
with a tempeſt, and neither Sun, nor 
Stars 1n many days appeared, and all 
hope of being ſaved was taken away; 
ſo a poor Soul by reaſon of deſertion, 
temptations, aftiictions, may be excee- - 
dingly toſſed, and neither Sun-l:ghr, 
or Star-light, may appear no light 
from graces, no light trom experien - 

= 7 ces, 
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ces no light from the countenance of 


God, no light from the Covenanr 
of Grace, 1o that all hope of falva- 
© tion may ſeem to be taken away, but 
though it be thus, you have a blefled 
word that dirccts you to ſure an- 
chorage, Ilai. 50. 10. Who is among 
you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth 
the woice of bis Servant, that walketh 
in darkneſs, and hath no light ? Let 
him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon his God. God 1s his 
| God as well when he hides his face as 
. when he lifts up the light of his coun- 
tenance; and though he cannot ſee 


that God to be his which he is to ſtay 


> © upon, yet this may be his encou- 


ragement, he 1s to ſtay upon that 


God which owns himſelf to be his. 
Contemp. LXXI. 


72. Satan is ſo great an enemy to 
the Saints, that if he cannot hinder 
their ſalvation, he labours to hinder 

their 
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their conſolation, that ſo he may wea” 
k en their hands, and enfccbie- their 

| . knees; ard one way is by fuiing them 
'*- with many Coubts, and then putting 
them upon queſtioning the gocdnefs 
of their ſtate becauſe of thoſe Coubts: 
hence ittoo often comes to pulſe, that 
gracicus Souis are apt to Gueſtion 
whether they have any Faith becauſe 
* they haveſo many doubts, whereas 
'\'-* on the contrary if they had no 
+ doubts, they might queſtion whether 
.- theyhadFaih:1f all were in peace, it 
'» wouldbe a greatargument theſtrong 
'* man ſtill kept poſſeſſion , but that 
'\- there are: doubtings ſtirring in their 
'* hearts, it's a ſign there 15 a contrary 
principle thoſe waragainſt, which is 
.|\- Faith. Regenerate Perſons are part'y. 
Fleſh,and partly Spirit, and Faith and 
|. doubrs,though oppolite in themfe ve; 
- *1* may be in the ſame periins, w:t'y 
relpcCt to each of thoſe parts: fait! 
Chriſt to Peter, O thou of little Faith + 
j*  wherefore didje thou doubt; Nat. 1 4-3 n 
4 LAN: 
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And the Father of the Child cryed out, 
' andſaid with tears, Lord Thelieve help 
'" any unbelief Mar.g. 24. He aſſerts his 
belief, in the midſt of his unbelief, 
and Chriſt owns Peters little Faith, 
- -in the midſt of his great fears. 

"THEREFORE havea care thou doſt 
not doubt of thy Faith, though thy 
Faith be accompanied with ; Arg 


bemoan thy dnubts, but own thy 
Faith. 


Contemp. LXXIIL 


2. Some {incere Souls are apt to 
queſtion whether they have rightly 
cloſ”d with Chriſt, becauſe they can- 
not tell whether it was the perſon of 
Chriſt, or the portion, the good that 
| is mhim, .orthe good that comes by 
him they have principally reſpected. _ | 
* "The Scripture holds forth both to 
raiſe our eſtecm of him, and our. 
afte&tions to him, and our Faith in 
bin, v/z. our neceſſity, and Chriſt's 

CxcelCNCY, 
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* *xcellency, the good we ſhall get by 
him, and the worth we ſhall find in 
him. THEREFORE do not fling a- 

yay thy Faith upon that account: . 

-the prodigal was receiv'd though he 

ſought himſelf in connng to his Fa-- 

ther, but if thou fndelt in the firſt. 
aCt of rhy Faith Chrilt hath not had 
that preference which he ſhould, 
then labour to mend it in after ads. . 


( 


Centemp. LXXIV 


4. It's the condition of many * 
Chriſtians, to ſpend that time in que-- } 
ſtioning hens they have grace, _ 4 
which: they ſhould ſpend in ufing 

. - thatgracethey have. They thinkita WF 
, -  peece of humility to be diſputing a-- Þ 
* gainſt themſelves, but take heed thou - | 

| doſt not bear falſe witnefs againſt thy 
* _ ſelf, eſpecially that thou doſt not 
| bear falſe witneſs againſt Chriſt, and 
the work of his Spirit in thy Soul: the 
Church notwithſtanding her black-- 
els &. 
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neſs owns ker beauty, I am black - 


hut comely, Cant. 1. 5. She acknow- 
ledgeth what there is of grace, 
as well as what there is of corruption: 
I ſleep but my heart waketh,Cant.5.2 
Again, take heed thou doſt not dike 
part with the tempter, againſt the 
comforter ; by refuling the comforta- 
ble hints, and intimations of the 
Spirit, and in cloſing with the unbe- 
lieving ſuggeſtions, and-infinuations 
of Satan. Let this be thy work to ſct 
upon the excerciſe -ot grace , that ſo 
thou maiſt come to the knowledg of 
Grace ; for it grace” be ſtrong, as 
poſlibly i It may be choth: at preſent 
under a cloud of tem ptarion, or de- 
. ſertion, this 1s the way wo cauſe it to 
break forth, and to ſhine clearly ; or 
if it be but little, this is the way 
to increaſe 1t, and to make 1t morc 
diſcernable : but if after all this thy 
doubts return upon thee, and thou 
fearcit thou haſt no grace to excerciſe, 


take this advice, ſpend leſs time mn 
: «it } "ati $2 


—_— NR Aw 


Prattical Cortemplations. T 2 5 
diſputing againſt thy lelt, and more 
time in addrefling unto Chriſt; and 
beg of him either to clear up what 


thou haſt, or to work in thee what 
thou wanteſt. 


Contemp. LXAXY. 


75. Sometime a fincere Soul under 
fears and terrors, . 13 apt to conclude 
againſt it ſelf as one not paſt from 


am under a ſpirit of bondage, but 
it's ſaid of the Children of God, 
that they have not receiv d the ſpirit of 
bondage again to fear, but they have 
recei}d the Spirit of adoption, &Cc. 
Rom.8. 15. Irs true,at fr{t the Spirit 
. of God becomes a Spirit of bondage, 
convincing the Soul of {in, and death, 
loading the Soul with the curſes 
of the law, prefling it down with 
dreadful fears, and terrors but the 
Spirit having hereby rendred fin 


bitter, and Chriſt deſirable and fo 


wrought 


death to life becauſe ſaith the SoulT . 
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- wrought over the Soul tou faving 
cloſure with him, the Spirit of God 
becomes no more a Spirit of bon- 


dage. Therefore if attcr a ſaving. 
- - Cloſure with him, a perſon falls into 


bondage, as poſlibly he may, it's from 
ſuch like grounds as theſc, eitker 
firſt from the bare withdrawings of 
the Spirit, or from the darkneſs of his 
own Spirit, or from ſome impreſſions 
.of theevil Spirit, the Spirit of God 


being a Spirit of truth, never declares 


to a juſtitie] perſon that he is in a. 


ſtate of wrath, though he may ſuffer 
Satan, and his own heart, to work in 
lim,(when under {in eſpecially) fuch 


miſconceptions of himſelf. "THERE- 


FORE. im fuch a condition conſider 
what is amiſs to mourn over it, and 
mend it, Be dealing wiſely with thy 
ſelf,but do not conclude raſhly again{t 


thy ſelf,for thou maiſt be as one under 


2 Spirit of, bondage, and yer thz bon- - 


dage may nat be ir9m the Spirit 


Ccn-- 
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 - that thou liveſt and art dead,Rev.4.1. 
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Contemp. LXXVI. 


76. we muſt diſtinguiſh between 
a dead frame, anda dead ſtate: a 
Child of God may be in a dead 
frame, though he ſhall never be again 
ina dead ſtate. Chriſt faith to. the 
Church of Sardis thou haſt a name 


that is in a dead frame, otherwiſe 


there was ſomething living, though ' 
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languiſhing, which they were to- 
ſtrengthen.Strengthen the things which 
remain that are ready to dye. v. 2, 


A Child of God though he ſhall not 
tall from grace, yet he may fall much 


from the meaſures and degrees of 


grace, from the vigour and activity 
of grace;from the joy and comfort of 
grace he may ſo fall under barrenneſs, 
& deadnefſs, as he may be under dark- 
neſs and blindneſs, he may not he able. 
to ſee far off, 2 Pet. 1. 9.If he look 
backward, he may not be able to ſee 
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the pardon of his ſins,and the change 
of his nature; if he look upward, he 
may not be able to ſee his intereſt in 
Heaven, and future glory; or if he 
look inward, he may not be able to 
ſee the truth of his graces,the {inceriry 


| of his heart. THEREFORE watch . 
. . againſt whatſoever may diſpoſe to 


ſuch a frame. It's ſaid of the wiſe 
Virgins, as well as the fooliſh, they 
all {lumbred and ſlept: take heed of 


ire nts leſt thou fall to ſleeping; 


of drouling, if thou wouldft prevent - , 


decaying ;and have daily recourſe to 
Chriſt, who came that we might 
have life and have it more abundantly, 
John 15. 10. Content not thy felt 
that thou art a living Chriſtian, with- 


.* outthouarta lively Chriſtian, 


Contemp. LXXVIL 


77. The Spirit of God in Scrip- 
_ -. ture 15 compared to hre : according 
to which metaphor I conceive we are 
_— exhorted 


4 
[ 
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exhorted not to quench the + Spirit, 
1. Theſ. 5. 19. That is in the gifts, 
graces, motions,and operations there- 
of, ow as fire may be quencned, 
check-d or extinquiited, ©! Vers Ways, 
ſo ma” the Spirit 


1. Fire may be ex! © + theo by 
_caſtino upon ita cont £iment 
in 2 cTeater provortt”:s the ff an 
bear, to the Diirtt LAT WELS2 NE BEIT x 


we give way 10 me 1.ircate, prowihg 
and breaking Fortt: Tis 1HtH5 4nG C()T 
ruptions : it's ſaid of ie Children of 
Tirael, They rebelled and wvexed his 
holy Spirit, th-re/ore he was turned to 
be their enemy. Tai. 63. 10. RD 

2. Firemay. be quenched, ox-ptit 
out by ſuffocation, when the flames 
thereof may not have ( through too- 
much fewel caſt upon them ) a berry 
of breathing : ſo the Spirit 1s quen- 
ched in italy motions and Th 
things, when we heap upon them fo 
much of the cares, affairs, and con- 
cerns of the world, as that thereby 


wc 
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we choak, and extinguiſh them; thus 
it was with the thorny ground hea- 
” rers, at. 13.22%. | 
& 23. Fire = be put out by with- 
_ - - drawing the fewel from it: now the 
Ordinances are as fewel to the Spirit, 
through which he works; therefore 
to neglect them, 15 a means to quench 
the Spirit * 
4. Fire may be quenched not only 
when fewel is taken away but when 
 fewel is withheld :if we would keep 
alive the motions, and operations of 
the Spirit, we mult be cloſing with 
them, and reſigning up our Gives un- 
to them,'and uſing all means for the | 
promoting of them. 
Laſtly, Another -- way whereby 
fire may be quenched, is by not ſtir- 
, ring of it up :ſo when perſons have 
"7 a and graces, and will not ſtir 
{. them up by exerciſe, but-let them lie 
* ma dull {leepy habit, this is another * 
*-, Way to quench the Spirit: wherefore 
- faith Paw to Timothy 2. Tim. 1. 6.1 
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put thee in remembrance that thou ſtir 
up the gift of God which is inthee, 
#raw!ruiv, ( as ſome obſerve) {ignt- 
fies to revive, and ſtir up fire that 1s 
buried under aſhes; or as Gerhard faith 
there isan alluſion to the type of the 
Prieſts in the old teſtament, by whoſe 
 dayly Miſtry, the fire which came 
from Heaven Was cheriſhed that it 
might not go out THEREFORE 
would you not quench the Spirit,then 
let all the incitations, and operations 
thereof not only be readily enter- {| 
taind, and faithfully preſerved, but 
carefully cheriſhed , and diligently 


improv d. 
Contemp. LXXVIIL 


7 8.The Ordinances ofGod are cal'd 
the name of God: Feruſalem is ſaid 
to be the City which the Lord did 
chuſe -out of all the tribes of ael to 
put his name there, I. Kings 14.2 1.50 

 Chnp.8.9. Therefore God promuſeth 


to 
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to be preſent with, and to bleſs his 
Ordinances, Exod. 2.0.2.4. In all pla- 
ces where I record my name I will 
come unto thee, and I will bleſs thee. 
But many are apt to complain, and 
ſay, they have waited long but have 
not attain'd this bleſſing, whereas 
/ it may be:) they overlook the 
blefling they have attain'd. Though 
thou fſaiſt thou doſt not ſee the glory 
of God in his Ordina nces, yet haſt 
thou not felt ſomething of the power 
of God therein? "Though thou faiſt 
thou doſt not behold the goings of 
God in his Sanctuary, yet haſt thou 
not found ſomething of the workings 
of God in thy Soul? Is there no 
warmth of heart, no ſtirring of afte- 
Ctions,no impreſſion of holineſs, found 
by thee, neither in nor after Ordinan- 
ces? Though thou feeleſt no ſenſt- 
ble approaches of God to thy Soul, - 
yet dolt thou not find God keeping . 
thy ' Soul in a waiting, dependin 
frame upon him in Ordinances? Dal 
thou 
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thou not ſay however God deal with 
me, yet will wait upon him, for if 
I have not the bleſſing where he com- 
 mands it, I cannot expect it where he 
hath not promis'd it it I do not thrive 
in an incloſed garden, Iam not like 
to grow inan open held; if Ido not 
flouriſh, by the Rivers of Water, I |} 
am not like to proſper in a parched * 
Defart. Doth God keep thee cloſe to 
Ordinances ? even this 1s a bleſſing, 
Prev. 8. 34. Bleſſed is the man that 
heareth me watching dayly at my 

gates waiting at the poſts of my doors. 
Though art the preſent you have not 

thoſe mercies you wait for, yet it's a 

great bleſſing to be kept dilligently 
waiting for thoſe wo you deſire 

to have. | 


Contemp. LXXIX. 


.. 


79. Some are ready to keep'from 
Ordinances, becauſe they cannot - 


come with ſuch a heart as they woe 
- but 
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but take heed of this : he that is unfit 
to day,may be more unht to morrow; - 
for the more way we give to our 
ſloth, the more ground will be gaind - 
by our corruptions: if thou canſt not -. 
et thy heart fit, come that it may 
be fit. Though we are to endea> - 
vour, after a good frame, yet God 
would have us to know the prepara- - 


- tion of the heart is from hinwelf. 


THEREFORE though you cannot 
bring ſuch a heart as you would, yer 


come,andjbeg for ſuch a heart as you .. - 


deſire to bring. 
Contemp. LXXX. 


80, Some have too low thoughts, 
and others too high thoughts of Or- 
dinances:ſome have too low thoughts, _ 
and fay of Ordinances what Naamar 


| the Leper faid when he was bid to 


go and waſh in the River Fordan, 
2. Kin.5.12,.Are not Abana. and Phar- 


par, Rivers of Damaſcus better then a 
: the 
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' the waters of Iſrael, may I not waſk 
in them, and be clean ? and fo, de 
piſe both them and the wiſdom 
and authority of God in them ; 
or elfe not contented with their plain- 
neſs, endeavour to make them pom- 
pous, and ſo whiPſt they think to put 
glory upon them, take away the 
eficacie of them; whiPſt they labour 
to gratihe their ſenſes, hinder that 
which ſhould benefit their Souls, God 
commands an Altar of Earth ſhould 
be built unto him for the Childrea 
of Iſrael to offer their ſacrifice upon, 
and if an altar of ſtone, then not of 
hewen ſtone for (faith he ) of thow 
lift up thy tool upon it, thou haſt pollu- 
ted it, Exo. 20. 24. 25. Thatwhich 
men may account poliſhing, God 
accounts pollutmg; that which they 
account adorning, God accounts de- 
fling. Another fort there are who 
pretend they have obtaw'd the ſub- 
| __ need nottheſhadouv: 


they have the beptaſa af the th ir 
# H there- 


N . 
. F 
_ L, _ 
| [ — > 


344 Pradiical Contemplations 
*  +uttake heed of this :he that is unfit 
to day,may be more unht to morrow; 
for the more way we give to our 
ſloth, the more ground will be gaind 
by our corruptions: if thou canſt not -. 
per thy heart fit, come that it may 

eht. Though we are to endex> - 

vour, after a good frame, yet God 
would have us to know. the prepara- 

| tion of the heart is from himſelf. 
THEREFORE though you cannot 
bring ſuch a heart as you would, yer 
come,andjbeg for ſuch a heart as you 
deſire to bring. 


Conternp. LXXX. 


80, Some have too low thoughts, 
and others too high thoughts of Or- 
dinances:ſome have too low thoughts, 
and fay of Ordinances what Naamarn 

| the Leper faid when he was bid to 
go and waſh in the River Tordan, 
2. Kin.5.1Y.Are not Abana. and Phar- 
par, Rivers of Damaſcus, better then en 
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. the waters of Iſrael, may I not waſe 
in them, and be clean * and fo, de- 
piſe both them and the wiſdom 
and authority of God i them ; 
or elfe not contented with their plain- 
neſs, endeavour to make them pom- 
pous, and fo whiP{t they think to put 
glory upon them, take away the 
efficacie of them; whiPſt they labour 
to gratihe their ſenſes, hinder that 
which ſhould benefit their Souls, God 
commands an Altar of Earth ſhould 
be built unto him for the Childrea 
of Iſrael to offer their ſacrifice upon, 
and if an altar of ſtone, then not of 
hewen ſtone for (faith he ) if thow 
lift up thy tool upon it, thou haſt pollu- 
ted it, Exo. 20, 24. 25. Thatwhich 
men may account poliſhing, God 
accounts pollutmg; that which they 
account adorning, God accounts de- 
hling. Another fort there are who 
pretend they have obtain'd the fub- 

| en Be need nottheſhadouv: 


they have the beptaſta af the h_ 
F H there- 
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therctore they need not te word: 


3:46 Proftical C: ant C57 19ctiens. 


tn refo erect not the bapti im of the 
*W:. oY - Chit IS COL.< 


unto them, 
cheveſi S ty nced 1 t an nanccs 
ro remember {$ coming : the guy 


hath dawned, and the d day if ar:ſen, 
1, 


thus they imbrace acloud tor a ſtar, 
night for, light, whercas the primi- 
tive Saints who were filled with the 
Spirit, kept cloſe to Ordinances : Ste- 
_=_ who was full of Faith, and of the 
oly Ghoſt, 1s choſen a Deacon, 
A&s 6.5.Thofe upon whom the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt was pour'd, were command- 
ed to be baprized, Atts, I ©. 4.4. 4-7. 
And, faith' God, I will put my Spirit 
within you, and cauſe you ta walk in 
my ways, and you ſhall keep my 
ur ge and do them; Ezek. 30. 
.'The Spirit of God'i 1s not gi- 

ven-to diſcharge from Ordinances, 
but to'fit for walking with God in 
Ordinanees. On the other hand, as 
there: be ſome that have too low 
—__ of Ordinances, ſo there are 
others 
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others that have too high thoughts of 
them: they look for that from Ordt- 
nances, which they are to hayetrom 
Chriſt; they expect gþat trom Pan/”s 
planting,and Apollo's,watering which 
they.arc .to have from God who g1- 
veth the increaſe : in the {ixth of 
Numbers, Aaron, and his Sons, were 
by way of an Ordinance to pro- 
nounce a bleiiing upon the People, 
but it was God that was to give 1t 
forth, wv. 27. ind they ſhall put my 
»ume upon the Children of Tirael, and 
I will bleſs them. THEREFORE 
highly eitcem, and diltgently keep 
- cloſe to the plain, ani pure Ordinan- 
ces of Chrilt; bu:c withall, expect.not 
that from the ciſtern, which thou 
art to have from the Fountamn,or that 
from the prelence chamber winch 
thou art to have from the King, 

Corntemp. LAXAXI | 
8 1.It's very hard to be alwaics reſt 


ing upon the true foundation; we live 
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to much a life of ſenie, when we 


ſhould be living a lite Faith. Some- 


times we live upon our reſolutions; 


as thus, it may be after ſecking 
God, we have holy purpoſesin our 


ſouls, of walking more circum- 
ſpectly, living more prohtably, and 
in the ſtrength of theſe we go forth 
to obedience : therctore God lomc- 
times ſuflers corruptions to prevail 


againſt our reſolutions, our work to | 
.prove too hard for our engagements, 


becauſe we reſt 15 much upon them: 


God may work the will, and yet 


ſuſpend the deed, to bring us into a 


ſole dependance on himſelf, ho wor- ! 


keth in ts both to will and to do of bas 
good pleaſure, Phi. 2. 15. Sometimes 
we hve upon the grace we have re- 
caiv'd; therefore it often proves too 
weak for our work, becauſe we would 
be ſtrong in the grace which 1s in 
us, whereas we are to be ſtrong n 
the grace which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
from whom .we muſt receive con» 


tinual 
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tinual ſupplies. Sometimes we live 
upon our attainments: becauſe we are 


 4na good frame, and find our hearts, 


-.and hands inlarg'd for God at the 


prefent, we are apt to conclude ir 
{hall be ſo with us tor the future : 


| hence it is we may be left ro ſtraitneſ:, 
-. ani barrenncls, to teach,a. conſtant 


| 
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dependance upon Chriſt. After David, 
with his Princes had offterd largly,and 
willingly, for the building of the 
Temple, David makes his Prayer, O 
Lord God of Abraham and Ifaac and 
of Ifrael our Fathers keep this for ever 
in the imagination of the thoughts of 
the heart of thy People, and prepare, or 
eſtabliſh their heart unto thee 1. Chro 
29. 18. As tis God that helps us 
with a heart to do good, fo 'tis God 
that muſt ſtabliſh our hearts in fo 
doing. THEREFORE take heed 


of every falſe Foundation: reſt not 


| upon an y thing wrought in thee, or 


by thee, for this isto reſt ſhort of 
Chriſt. 
H 3 Con- 
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Conterap. LX%XIL 

C z. its the great auty or a Saint 
totioic m Goo's Vord, to keep in 
God's Way, and to fubmut to God's 
Will, and thele are duties that mut- 
tally promote cach the other; for he 
that rzhtly betieycth what Gol 
peaks, will carctally obſerve what 
God commans, :ind Wal qQuet'y M 
11 What God doth: for though t!:. 
my be darkneſs m rhe provid. CCS 
or God, yerhe will ſee lignt in the 
promiſes,and feel comfort in his duty; 
wirereaz on the contrary” _ he that 
wants Faith mn the Proiniies, Wil 
qu: ickly fail 18 obedicnce to the pre- 

cents, and then bc apt tc (Fran ci with 
the providenccs o: G1.), The fool:{l;- 
weſs of man pervert th os Way, ad 
his heart fretteth anainſ} the Lord. 
Prov. 19. 3. He that through weak- 
neſs qucitions the promile, "through 
goolithnels will be apt to pervert hi is 
Way, 
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way, and PCrVErtiii9 his way wil be 


apr tO Guarrel vith the ditpent- 01S © « 
(Þ © 


of God. DHESEFORE; YU! at he 


Lord ana do good, 14 how wouult 
find all his dealings to be tor good, 


* IV IT[ 
C ont e;7p. 6. $4 [ . 


$2. A5we arc t5 truſt in God a- 
lone in the want of means, fo we 
are to truit in God onely, when 
wc abound with mcans. In the want 
of mcans we arc to truſt in God a-- 
lone, thus Hzbakkrk 3.17.18. Yea 
under the death of means, thus- A» 
braham, God by his providence let 
the time of fulbkiling the promiſe 
run out ſo Jong, till Abrabam hath 
a dead body, and Saraha dead 
womb, yct in hopc he beheves a- 
oainſt hopc, Row. 4 18. Fc. And 
481n the want of means we are to 
truſt alone 11 God, fo in the preſence 
ot means we are to trult onely 1n 
him ; thus Fehoſhaphat, when the 


H 4 Moavies, 
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Adoabites, and Amonites, with others 
came againſt him to battel, though 
he had choice Caprains,and an Armie 
of mighty men of valour, even fuch 
an Armie for number as we read not 
of a greafer, being eleaven hundred 
and f1xt!e thouſand, 2. Chro. 17. Yet 
he truſteth as much in God, as if he 
had no Army at all: O our God wilt 
thou not judathem? for we have no 
might againſt this great company that 
cometh againſt us, neither know we 
what to do, but our eyes are upon thee, 
2. Chro. 260. 12. 20. THIS 1s out 
duty, and ſhould be our conſtant en 
deavour, even in the want of mean, 
to truſt as much in God as it all 
means were preſent; and in the pre- 
ſence of means, to truſt as much in 
| Gad, as if all means were abſent; and 
bleffed is the man thar in the wanr 
of means, ſees all in God, and under 
the abounding of means, expedts all 


from God. © 


- Con- 
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Contemp. LXXXIV: 
84. If Chriſtians would make 


their work ecaly, and their lives frui:- 
ful, they muſt look t» this, that the 
love of Chrit be much in their 
hearts, and the work of Chriſt be 
much upon their hearts. Love 1s the 
great commanding afiection of the 
Soul: which w ay that goeth,it Carrics 
with it the mind, thoughts, heart, 
and actions: 1t 1s chat which ſticks at 
no pains, labour, or ſufferings, Mary 
Waters cannct quench it neither can 
the floods drown it, Cant. 8. 7. facob 
though he had hard ſervice, under a 
hard maſter, that chang'd his wages 
ren times, and though he liv'd with 
him long, under much to1l, labour, 
and ſufterings, The drought con[uming 
him by day, and the froſs by night, 
Gen.29, Yet he patiently underwent 
all this for rhe love he bare to Rachel, 
and all rhe long time he ferved for 
H 5 Leer, 


Li 


- 
- 
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hcrſecmed unto him bur a few days; 
ſo the love of Chriſt makes all the 
tinfe we cither, wait, work or fufter, 
ſcem but little to us, 1, Foln 5. ». 
For this 1s'the live of God that we 
keep his Commandments,and his Com- 
MMANUumMEnes are not grieVores. Again, 
would you bc fruitful ? then gct rhe 
work of God much upon your heart: 
the heart of Paul! was ſo much upon 
his work, that he prefer'd it betorc 
his life, 4s 20. 2.4. Yea 18 content 
toſtay out of Heaven tor ſome rime, 
that he might follow it: although rhe 
tear of dearth was remoy*d, and there 
was a de{ire to be diflolved with an 
Hlurance - that when diflolved he 
ſhould be with Chriſt, and when 
with Chriſt that then he {hould be 
compleatly happy, yet he 1s content 
to ſtay here under ſufterings, watch- 
ings, faſtings, labourings, that lo he 
might be uſeful in the work of Chriſt; 
has what Saint more uſeful, and 


prohtable then Pau/ ? WOULD you 


then 
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then Jo much for Gid.and vet think 
ill ton litfle 1 you do ? then love your 
work and work out of love. 


Content, TNXXV. 
6&5. \5it 33 the Uuy c of the Caints 
oO waik bolily, foto live comtortabiy: 
they are to tear continually, loto 
OY UITA'E 3 "T.3 fazd in the 9. 
4s $1. Thet the Churches waiked 
711 the fear of the T.erdond inthe con 


fort of the Hol) Giſt. {f our fear 


were riohtly exercigy we wouid not - 
Ee ftraid to 1  rejuice * As 11 Crangeli 

Cal x £3O1C n2;. there 18 to Þte a rCjOt- 
Cirno veith ty cnibling; {in 0 pel! Fear 
thicre is $95 a FCarinT With re,oicingy 
and thule mutualiy premotc each the 
other : as the Fear of Ged helps us 
to keep up good thoughts of God' 
under all his dif ſpenfations and thoſe 
good thoughts he! 'p us tO reJoICe 1N 
him : IO rejoicing Gt X helps vs to 
keep up low -the tigh tz. of our lelves, 
under 
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under all his dealings, and thoſe low 
thoughts help to promote the fear 
of him. THEREFORE ſuſpect that 
fear which hinders comfort, or that 
comfort which hinders fear. 


Contemp. LXXXVI 


86. A Chriſtian though he is to 
caſt all his care upon God, 1.Pet.5.6. 
Yet he 1s not to be without all care : 
there 1s the care of dilligence, anda 
careof diſturbance; a care of dilli- 
gence, and this. was the care of the 
vertuous woman in the Proverbs, She 
conſidereth a field and buyeth it : with 
the fruit of her hands She Planteth a 
Vineyard,. Prov. $1. 16. This care 
of dillgence conſiſts in an induſtrious 


endeavour: to provide things honeſt 


in the {fight of all men Rom. 12. 17. 
And then there is the care of diſtur- 
bance which the diſciples were dehor- 
ted from Matr.6.25.This care of di- 
fturdance, is a diſtrating, anxious 

care. 


Prafical Contemplations. 157 


care both as to the purſuit, and event 
of things cared for : this 15 that which 
we mult avoid: but though we are 
difcharg'd from the care of anxiety, 
yet not from the care of induſtry : 
though we may caſt oft our burdens, 
yet we may not caſt off our buſineſs. 
God hath promis'd to ſuſtain us in 
caſting our burdens upon him, 
Pſal. 55. 22. Bur he hath not pro- 
mis'd to maintain us 1n caſting oft our 
work from our ſelves. T HEREFORE 
as one adviſeth, take as much pains 
as you can, and as little care as you 
can: be careful in your duty,and then 
leave all to the care of God. © 


Conimp. LXXXVI. 


87. I he promiſes of the Goſpel are 
exceeding great and precious pro- 
miles; precious becauſe flowin ak 
precious love, purchas'd with pre- 
cious blood, carrying with them the 
precious ſpirit, conveying through 

them 
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them Precious grac C exceeding great 
and precious 25 tho'e by which we 
are made partakers ot the Givine 
Nature, 'THEREFORYU it 1s of un- 
{peakable concernment r: ;ohely 

\ aj thew, arg Cilligently to 11- 
prove tl.cm. 1! © proin! {Ss are either 
abloiute, Or Cong '[! mor Ih TH jar O01 Wwics (} Jo 
grace, Or promiſes 10 grace, and fo 
are {uited both to Sa nts, and {1nners. 
Art thou unconverted 2 'T'Een Fave 
recourſe ro Chriſt in an abſolute pre- 
muſe, and beg grace f.om hm who 
Fives torch Trace without CONGITION, 
Art th ON 4 converted? "Then thou maitt 
have recourſe t9 Cirilt na cond:;- 
tional promi'c, and beg from hin 
that ha th wrough 't the ond; ton hs 
grace he hath promis'd tothe Con- 
dition: and if thou canit find any 
one ſaving condition in thy ſoul, 
wher by thou haſt a right to any one 
promiſe, thou maiit conclude tho'1 
haſt a right to every promute 3 tor as 
all ſavings Ireces are kt together, f© 


! 
19 
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all the promiſes goc together : : hence 
in Ecripture Many promiles hn One 
text, are calfd but one 1n another, 
Gal. 3. 16. 17. Pcing all Branches 
of the fime Covenant: and know 
withall, that though mn this {tate of 
1mper fertion; thou com'tt not up 
compleatly to the condition requ: rd, 
yer Chriſt hath complicatly tulfly F 
the requir '] condition, and that not 
for himfelf, but tor his,- that ſo the 
prom!ſe may be performed unto them 
tor his ſake,in whom all the promites 
ire yea and amcn. 


» 


Cortomp. ECXXXVIIE 


88. "Tis the condition of ſome to 

{\ @Qand ofi from cloling with a promile, 
becauſe they know not whether the 
promitc belongs to them. Conſider in 
*this caie., acceptance g o1VCs propriety: 
faith the Scripture, 1Whoſe oever will,let 
him tahe of the water of life Feeh, 
Revel. 22, 17. What makes the wa- 


ter 
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ter of life thine, but thy taking of 
it ? when a man offers me a gift, I do * 
not ſtand queſtzoning whether it be- 
longs to me, bur accept of it that it 
may be mine; SO, WOUEDST thou 
know whether the promiſe belongs - 
to thee? then cloſe with the promile, 
or rather with Chriſt in the promiſe, 
who 1s vertually all promiſes, there- 
fore cald the promiſe, A&s 2. 3.8. 
Feb. 11, 39. So ſhalt thou clear 
I not only to this and the 
Orne 


r promiſe, bur to every promule. 
Contemp. LXXXIX. 


89. When you find a gracious 
qualihcation in your Soul, to which 
a promiſe 1s annexed, you muſt not 
look upon it as that which deſerves 
the. good of the promiſe, but only as 
that which firs for the enjoyment 
thereof : qualifications do not render 
us worthy of Chriſt, bur Chriſt 


worthy unto us : a precious Chriſt, 
| would 


would not be precious to the Soul, 
without precious Faith, to them that 
believe he i precicus, 1 Pet. 2. Net- 
ther muſt you think that you can 
bring any ſaving qualithcation to the 
promiſe, before you have rcceiv'd it 
from the promiſer, for he that makes 
promiſes to grace, gives that grace 
to which he makes the promiſe. 
THEREFORE in applying a con- 
ditional promiſe, own the receipt of 
that NT you are enabled to bring 
foit, and difown your deſert as to 
that good you are encourag'd to ex- 


pect through it. 
Contemp. XC. 


90. How ready are many {incere 
Souls when grace 1s high, and cor- 
ruption low, to look with an eye of 
Faith ſtedfaſtly upon the promiſes, 
but on the contrary when grace is 
low, and corruption high, then ro. 
turn a{ide their eye from them; where- 


as 
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as this 13 to eget a {pecual means 
appointed "iy the mor tifying of fin, 
and the p:ricCbing of grace, 2.Cor.7.1. 
Promiſes have a cleanling,and Quick- 
ning vcrtue un them. 

Firlt, As they lead to Chriſt who 
15 2 fountain opencd for {tn, ani for 
unc.c:nack, Lach. I 3:'T. Auk vital 
head of alllite an influence. 

Sccondly, As they: are means to 
noar:h thoſe graces, as Faith, Love, 
Hope, . &xc. By y which other graccs 
cone to be increaſed,and fo {1n therc- 
upon comes to be waſted. 

I burdly, As they give us a. prot- 
pe-t of thoſe attributes in God his 
great Loye,Rich Grace, Free bounty, 
which arc his glory, Exo. 33.19,19. 
compared with Chap. 34. By 
the beholding whercof we come to 
be changed from glory to glor) y. 

Fourthly, As they take us oft from 
thoſe things which dehic, by preſen- 
ring better things unto us,and railing 
aftections to delight therenn. 


THERE- 
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THEREFORE. let net. the ſtirrings 
ot {in, -and the weakaels of Grace, 
be a means to:hinder your looking 
unto them, but a 'motive to quicken 
-you to be unproving ct them; only 
in.this, and the like c::fes, abuſe 11zt 
the remedie, by being carcleis herc- 
{fter in preventing tis m: Jady: be 
ſure thou make not that wh:ich is thy 
relief under ſuch a frame, an cncous 
ragemene. T2 it, 


Conterp. >< & ITY WE” 


91. The promiſes or God -unto 
his Children are free, and thercfore 
tirm : they are free, becauſe he that 
promileth the firſt grace, finds no 

ace in'them to make a promiſe to, 
and he that. hath made conditzonal 
promiſes, | gives thoſe conditions 1n 
the promiſe, FEze. 36.26. Hethat 
hath promis'd forgiveneſs upon re- 
pcnrance, hath promis'd repentance 
1n order to forgiveneſs, 65.5. 31. 


And 


- . —_—_ 4 
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and as byFaith 'we receive the pro- 
miſe, fo *tts through the promiſe we 
receive Faith, faith | David Pal. 
119. 49. Rememb:r the word wnto 
thy ſervant, upen which thou | af? cau- 
ſed me to hope. And becauſe tne pro- 
miles are free, therefore irm, being 
founded not upon the delett of the 
creature; but upon the good pleaſure 
of God, Who ill have mercy becauſe 
he will have mercy Rom. 9. 15. And 
who loves vecan'e he hath low'd, Deut. 
7. 8. THEREFORE let not unwor- 
rhine(s ſufpend the atings of Faith; 
for promiſes are given,not becauſe his 
Children are worthy of them, but 
becauſe they need them; and ſhall 
be fulfPd, being founded not upon 
rheir mutable frame, but upon Gods 
ummutable grace;not upon what they 
arc, but upon what Chriſt hath done. 


Contemp. XCII 


92. There 1s a very great 1mprove- 
| ment 
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ment to be mace of expericr.ces, for 
there are two things that are the ſpe- 
cial food of Faith, promiſes and ex- 
periences: in promiſes Chriſt is exhi- 
bited ; in experiences, promules are 
exempliitrd: and though weare ngt 
tro make experiences the ground of 
our Faith, but Chriſt in the promiſe, - * 
yet we ihould uſe them as great en- 
couragements to believing: the expe- 
riencesa Child of Gad hath had m 
former times, ſhould be improv'd 
for the ſtrengthening of Faith for 
the time to come,thus David. 1 Sam, | 
I7. 37. Ando Paul, 2. Tr.g. 17. | 
&c. 2. Cor. 1. 1.0. And not only our 
own expericnces ſhould be attended 
to, but the experiences of others : the | 
experiences of the Church in for- { 
mer ages, is held forth as matter of 
rejoicing to the Church in future | 
ages, Pſal. 66. 5,6, Yea the expe- \ 
rience of any ſingle Saint, is watter | 
of encouragement to the whole 
Church, Hoſe. 12.4. P{al. 65-4, And 

AS 


. 


tie. ot the © dies. < BF 49 
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48 the experience of each ſing]e Saint, 
is matter of encouragement to the 
waole body of Saints, ſo the expe- 
riencesof the whole body, - 13 matter 
of - encouragement. to each :{ingle 
Saint, in the 77. Pſal. The Pfalmitt 
there ſtrengthens his fail: to be de- 


| liver'd out of his great trouble from 


what God had wrought for his Peo- 
p'e of old, 10,15, 164@r. LABOUR 
then to be rich an experiencos, and 
free 3n the: communication of them: 
and in a dark- day when rhou- canſt 
not-ſee thy own experiences to fetch 


- 4ehcf from them, have recourſe to.the 
ex/criences of others. 


Contemp. XCIII. 


93. As ſeveral Gf: and yar1ious 


conditions. icall . for: the. exerciſe of 


pecaliariduries, foduties .call far the 
exerciſe of . peculiar (graces ; Kcl. 7.w. 


14. by the day of proſperity be joyfull, 
biat\ it-the day of- adverſity conſider, 


Prof- 
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Profpcrity calls for rejoicing in God; 
adverlity for communing with our 
hearts, conlidering of our ways: a- 
gain duties call tor the exerciſe of 
peculiar graces: the People of 1/7ael 
when they were to kcep the day of a- 
tonement, they were then' in an eſpc- 
ciall manner to afMiCEt their Souls, and 
whatſoever Soul 'was hot-afflicted in 
that day was to be cut off, _Lqvir. 


23. 27. 29. Godly ſorrow was the | 


orace that then was eminently to be 
acted: ſo when they were to feaſt 
before the Lord they were to rejoice, 
Deut.3 2.1218. Chap.16.10.1 I.14. 
Spiritual joy was the grace that then 
was to, be eminently exercifd. 
THEREFORE. conſider what duties 
are peculiar to the ſeaſon & condition 
you are in, and what graces to'thofe 
duties, that fo you may. fill up your 
ſeaſons with ſuitable dutics, and your 
duties with ſuitable graces. ', 


tro. «#4. 
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Contemp. XCIV. 


4- That grace 1s of a 
N +l is For, ueſtion, an how 
it groweth 1s a aailive : I conceive it 
may be ſad to grow. 

Firſt, By a more firm radication. 

Secondly, By an addition of new 
Meaſures and degrees. 

Thirdly, In ns livelineſs and 
attivity; Firſt by a more firm ra- 
dication, the Apoſtle writing tothe - 
Epheſians , Chap. 3 17. That were 
both partakers of the grace of love, 
as alſo of the faving Covials of 
the love of God in Chriſt, exhorts 
them to be rooted aud grounded therers, 
and that in order to increaſe that fo 
they maght be ful'd with all the fulneſs 
of Gog. The ſame Apoſtle writing 
to the Colofians, who had Faith in 
Chriſt, would have that Faith ſtabli- 
ſhed, that fo it might abound, and 
this by being rooted in Chriſt 

Chap. 


owing *, 
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Chap. 2. 7. Peter alſo prays for thoſe 
to whom he writes, that God would 
perfect, ſtrenghthen, ſtabliſh and ſettle 
them, 1 Per. 5.10. In the next place 
as to the increaſe of grace by thead- 
dition of new meaſures, and degrees, 
- weread of thoſe that have hope, and 

| Faith, who are exhorted to get into 
the full aflurance thereof, Heb. 6.1 1. 
Chap. 10. 2.2. 'The ſame Apoſtle ſtirs 


them up alſo to be adding to their 


Faith Vertue, and to vertue knowleap, 
and to knowledg temperance, and to 
temperance patience ; not as if they 
were deſtitute of any of theſe graces; 
for the new creature comes like 0- 
ther creatures into the world, with 
a perfection of parts, though not 
_ witha perfeCtion of degrees; there- 
fore as they were to add one grace 
- Unto another,by the exerciſe of every 
grace, ſo new degrees (I apprehend ) 
| to the ſame graces; for it RO 
I 1 


& 
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if theſe things be in you and a- 


bounc,, 2. Peter 1H, 7, 0. 

Laſtly, grace grows when "tis 
more uvely, active, and operative : 
when Faith comes to be Working 
Faith, Love comes to be Letuuring 
Love, Hope comes to be paticnt 
Hove, and Patience comes to have 
its pericct Wark, 1 .. The. I. 3. 
Fares I. 4. \\ cuid you then know 
whether you have truth. of grace, 
labour afrer growth in grace; and 
would you grow 1n grace, then be 
| carcfull that the grace you have be 
ly ſtrength'ned,anditabliſhedy and tho{e 
degrees that are lacking be fuppird, 
and ' perfected, and every grace bg 


acted and exercis'd, 


Contemp. XC V. 


95. As growth in grace bears a 
ME rs evidence to the truth of 


1t ,fo "tis of greatadvanrage as to the 
ve 
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uſe of it. The Church of the The/= 


[al2nians was eminent tor growth j1 
grace, partic! tarly 1 1m F: ith, Love, 
Patience, therefore eminent in Wor- 
king, Labouring, Waiting, and ſut- 
fering far Chriſt. On the contre ry 1n 
tne Church of Sardis, as their gracgs 
were languſhing,ſo their works were 
imperfect, Reve. 3. 11. Little Grace 
is not fit for much work, weak Grace 
not fit to encounter frong corrup- 


tions,{mall Grace to bear {harp trials, «: 


0r feeble Grace to wait for promis'd 


mercies. THEREFORE we have 
need to get all the Grace we can, for 
we know not how ſoon we may need 
all the Grace we can get. 


Contemp. XCVI. 


96. Though love, or hatred, can- 


* not be Lena by outward things 


| {umply conf{ider'd, Ec.g. 1. Yet by a 


right carriage under them,and a good 


$2 im 
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1mprovement of them we may come | 
to conclude that fuch merc:es come 
not only from common bounty, but 
trom ſpcciall love: as thus, do your | 
merc1es tend-to raiſe in you a higher 
eſteem of Chriſt by whom they are \ 
purchas'd, and through whom con- 
d? is it your endeavour to ſee 
od in them, to draw neer to God 
by them,to enjoy God through them, 
+/ toſerve God with them, and to be | 
thankfull to God tor them? *tis a ſign | 
thy mercies flow from peculiar love. | 
THEREFORE would you havea | 
ſpeciall evidence of diſtinguiſhing 
love from the general goodneſs of 
the Lord, then fear the Lord and. 


his goodneſs. Hof. 2. 5. 


Contemp. XCVII. 


97-As weare to pray continually, 5» 
ſo continually to pray in Faith; 
therefore we ſhould be frequent in 


pre- 


—_—. 
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preſenting to our ſelves thoſe mani- 
fold arguments as may raiſe our Faith 
in a conſtant belief of this truth, that 
God will give in a gracious anſwer 
to the prayers of his People. As 
Firlt, "There are arguments may 
be taken from the blefled Attributes 
of God's Omniſciency ; he knows 
what things his Children have need 
of before they ask, dat, 6. 7. 8.And 
becauſe he knows them, therefore he 
will give them, v. 32. 33. Again, 
from his Omnipotency; he is able to 
ſupply his People, Eoheſ 3. 20. And 
becauſe able, therefore he will ſapply 
them, 2 Cor 9. 8, &c. Apain, {op 


the faithfulneſs of God; the Apoſtle 


: - having pray*d for great things for 
the Theſſalonians, £ 


aith he, 1 Thef: 
5. 24. Faithful is he that hath 
calPd you, who alſo will do it. David 
pleads this in the Pſal. 143. 1. 21. 
Again heis ſtiPd a God hearing pray- 


er, Pſal. 65. 2. Which holds forth: 


F 4 - 
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the inclination of his nature, and hi 
annate diſpoſition thereunto. 
Secondly, From his common 


bounty to his creatures, we may Con-' 


clude is readineſs to hear the pra- 
yers of Jis Children: he that hears 
the cry of an Ihmael,will ſurely hear 
<the requeſt oi an Taac, Gen. 21.17. 
He that hearcth the Ravens when 


they cry,the Ravens an unclean bird, 


the young Ravens that have a hoarſe 
voice, will ſurely hear the cries of his 
Children,P/al. 147. 9. Luke 1%. 24: 
Thirdly, From the Covenant 1n- 
tereſt that he hath in his People, 
and his People in him, Pſal. 4. 3. 
But know, the Lord hath ſet apart him 
that is Godly for himſelf; the Lord 
will. hear hen I cry unto him. And 
then the Covenant intereſt his Peo- 
ple have in him; this is frequently 

urg'd by David in prayer. . 
Fourthly, from the love that God 
bears to his People , Fohn 16,266.27. 
At 


Pradtical Contemplatiens. WTF 
At that day you ſhall ack is niy fame, 


and I ſay not unto you that FT ill 


pray the Father for you v. 27+ Bot 


the Father himſdf lovth; you, &c. He 
that hath . wrought all the afteCtions 
that are in the hcearts' of Parents to. 
g1vc unto their Chilaren, what they 
need, hath infinite love unto his own, 


Lad 11.4: 


iFifthly, + From-his | inviting” his 
Children unto. this Gyty, calling upon 
them. not only in his word, bus ſpea- 


| king to their heart to ſeek his face, 


P/al. 2 


the prayers of, his People; the prayer 
of #he repright is his delight,Prov.1 5.8, 
Let me ſee thy.comtenancelet me hear 


thy waice ; far  fiveet 1s thy voice, and. 
thy counteningee 1s comely, Cant. 2. V4. 


Seventhly, From lus erecting of a 
'Fhrone of- Grace on: purpoſe that he 


might. frat thehceigive forth aw 


[wet t& his. People, Heb. 4- 16, 
11 
I 5 
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Sixthly » From his delight in 


Pd 
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-  Efphtly, From' giving forth his 
ſpirit Þ draw up their petitions for 
them, that ſo being fram'd zccording 
to his will, he might anſwer them, . 
Rom. 8. 26, 27.Gal. 4. 6. He that. 
hath given forth the Spirit of - prayer, 
will certainly hear the prayer of his 
ſpirit. | 
- Ninthly, From giving to his Peo-- 
ple the greateſt mercy, to wit, .the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; he rhat: {pared not 
his Son, but freely gave him for in,how 
fball he not with him freely give ws all 
things ?Rom. 8. 32. He that gave us' 
the greateſt mercy before we pray'd, 
will not deny us lefler mercies when. 
we pray. 
 Tenthly, From his hearing Chriſt 
always, who intercedes for us in the - 
vertue of his merits, - whereby he. 
Hath purchas'd all needfull-mercies. 
Eleventhly; 'By preventing - the- 
prayers of his Childrec,gwing wthe- 
mercy that was in theirhearts to begs 
'3 
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he that gives in mercy before they 
ask,will give in mercy when they ask, 
| Iſa. 65. 24. 
T weltthly, From his encouraging 
b4 command to ask great things,that 10 
; their Joy might be full ; as it they 
ask'd nothing, except they ask great 
things, Fohn 16. 24. 
Thurteenthly,From his own glory, 
both God, and Chriſt, are gloriti'd, 
2 in the anſwering of prayer, Toh 
Ju 14.13. Therefore God will anſwer 
l prayer ſo as his own glory may ſhine 
Ss. | torth therein; but my God ſhall ſizp- 
I, ply all your need according to his 
n. Þ|_. riches in glory by Jeſus Chriſt, Ph1/. 
4 19. Obſerve, God 1s able to ſup- 
{t ply the need of his People, for he 


ie | hath Riches by him, Riches of Mer-- 


Cy, Eph. 2. 4. Riches of Grace, Eph. 
3-7. exceeding riches of grace, wobeſ 
2. 7..:Secondly, -he will give wr ſup- 
ples: to his People, ſuitable to this 
ability of: his, this Riches of his; he 
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will ſupply the need of his People, 


accor- 


a. 


ei cn 
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W according to his Riches. Thirdly, he 
F willſo abundantly ſupply the wants 
| of his People as may ſpeak forth his - 
glory, according to his Riches in glo- 
 Ty:andw.hereas it might be objected, 
but I am unworthy of fuch Rich 
Mercy, it follows, through: Jeſus 
Chrifl, by vertue of the worthineſs, 
*: merit, and purchaſe of Jeſus Chriſt: 
THEREFORE though thou art leſs 


thou wanteſt, yet believe to receive 
through Prayer the greateſt of rh& 
mercies God hath promis'*d. 


Contemp. XCVUL. 


_. 98. 'The Spirit of God is a Spirit 
of Liberty; where the Spirit f the 


Not of Liberty. to fin, but from fin, 

Fobn. 8. 34. 36. And in reference to 

the Law, not of Liberty from obe- 

. Gience, Rom.6. 18. But to — 
an 


- 


then the leat of the mercies which - 


Lord is, there is Liherty, 2. Cor.3.17. 


— ere Cnr 
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and this the Spirit worketh by {lay- 
ing the enmity that 1s m the heart na« 
turally againſt the Law, by enlight- 


! 


ning the underſtanding in the holt- 


nels, ſpirituality and excellency of it, 
by renewing our natures, and put- 
ting this law in the jnward part, and 
writing it in our hearts, working 
diſpoſitions, inclinations, qualities, 
and motions ſuitable to it, raifing 
4fections to delight in it, and fra- 
ming the will toan' obſervance of it, 
whereby the Soul becomes free to 
righteouſneſs, and 1s enlarg'd torun 
the vey of God's Commandments, 
going forth ingeniouſly, readily, vo- 
luntarily, cheartully, and-heartily, fo 
far as' renewed, toobſerve the com- 
mands of God, as of a loving, Gra: 
cious, Tender Father, who hath 
freed us from the Terrour, Vigour, 
MalediCtion, 'and' condemnation of 
the Law; ſo that a believer, though 
he be dead tothe Law, as a Covenant 


of 


4 


| 
| 
| 
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oF works, yet he is tolive according 
to the Law, as a rule of obedience; 

though it be uſeleſs - through the 
weakneſs of our fleſh as to our-juſti- 

hcation, yet *tis uſefull through the 
alliſtance of the Spirit as to our con- 
il. yerſation; though we are freed from 
/ , 1 as tothe _—_— and provoking 
"Sf power thereof, it doth not ſtir up 
andancreaſe {in as it doth accidentally 

in wicked men, yet we are under rt 

. 25 tothe directing, regulating power 
thereof ; though we are deliver'd 

from the curſe of it, yet not from the 
command of it; though we are freed 

from the rigour of it, yet not from 

the ruleot it; though we are deliver'd 

from the condemnation of it, yet 

not from the obſeryation of 1t: 'tis 

that which Chriſt hath: expounded, 

and conhrm'd, Mat. 5. 6, 7. Faith 

hath ſet up,and eſtabliſhed, Row. 3. 3 1. 

'Fhe Spirit - of God writes 11 the 
heart, and gives ſtrength to obey 

I, , P/al. 
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Pfal. 119. 97. The Saints of God 


delight in, and conform unto, Rom. 


Pradtical Contemplations.. {yy * 


7. 22.25. Tis that which is holy; -} 


juit and , and very uſefull for 


Goſpel ends,as.to diſcover the nature 
of God, that ſo we may be holy, as 
he is holy; todiſcover the excellency 


of Chriſt, who hath —_ In ever- - 


laſting righteouſneſs werable to 
the Con of the Law.that fo we. 
may yalue and eſteem it. To diſcover 
our fins,” and imperfections, that ſo 
we may be humbled for them,and be 
mortifying of them, and to live more 
in communion with the power, and 


ſtrength+«of . Chriſt,” without whom. 


we' can do nothing, and througle 
whom'we are ;nables to, do'all things. 
"Tis that in obedience whereof :!we 
are "to teſtifie ' our thaunkfulnefs for 
Grace receiv'd, and by!.obedience- 
whereunto-we-ate to be fitted fprethe- 
glory which is- to: be'/reveald., 
FHEREFORE fooma Spirit! of . lis 
"3 berty 
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ztty as your principle, go forth to 
he evangelical: obſervance of the 


1M as your duty, VONes \ BY 6. 


. 
A 
{ 


Contemp. XCIX.,- ; 


9. As 1n order to a Souls coming; 
unto Chriſt, there is .an abſolute; 
neceſſity of the teachings of God; 
therefore faith Chriſt out of the 
Prophets, They ſhall he: all taught of. 
God, John 6. 45. So allb-there the: 
bke necet{ity in order to. the + Soul's 
building up mm Chriſt, not as if [there 
was no need 'of a Goſpel Muiftry 
herein, for Chriſt, hith appointed 
along; as! any, Sairit ſhall | want” 
edifying, and perfeCting, Epb. 4 3%. 
So that we-are not to underſtand 
this inward teaching; in eppofition to- 
euward teaching; as jf "it was to,ex- 

.  chidews butas that- akich goth -oxe; 
© ofilas; And; indeed *usthar which: 
Cw" a traaſerndans; ckihlleritidin i vs 
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for God 15 ſuch n teacher as there is 
none like him, and that in divers. re- 


ſpects. 


willing to teach, yet it often fo falls 


out, that they cannot make their - 


Scholars willing to learn ; bur ris 0- 
therwiſe with God, as he teacheth 
what he would have us to learn; fo 
he makes us willing to learn what he 
teacheth,P/al. 25. 4. Pal. 14.3. 10. 

Secondly, Though men may have 
Scholars that are willing to learn, 
yet they cannot give them an under- 
ſtanding to take in that learning to 


which they have a will, but God, 


doth not only prefent rules to be 
underſtood by us, but gives usan 


underſtanding to apprehend thoſe 


rules, 1 fFohn 5. 20.i2 Tom. 2. 7. 

'Thirdly, Though men may teach, 
and their Scholars apprehend what 
15 tzught, yet they cannot give them 
hearts to cloſe with what they appre- 


hend 
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Firſt, Men, though they may beg 
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ſtanding to know truth, ſo a heart to 
affect, and receive what is known.. 
'The two Diſciples ſaid, Did not our + 
heart burn within us while he talked © 
with ts by the way, and while he 
opened tous the Scriptures * Luke 

24. 32, 50 God opened the heart of 


| Lydia, to attend to the things which 


were ſpoken of Paul, Acts 16. 14. 
Goa puts his law into the imvard part, 
and 2rites it m the heart, Jer. 31. 33. 

Fourthly, Men, though they may. 
teach, and the hearts F their Scho- 
lars cloſe with what 1s taught, yet 
they may want ability to praCtice 
that which they cloſe with; but God 
doth not only open the heart to re- 
ceive truth, but ſtrengthens the Soul 
to practice what it ſo receives; as he 
puts his law in'the inward part, fo 
likewiſe his Spirit, and cauſeth the 


| Soul towalk in his ways. Exe. 30.27. 


THEREFORE as you-mult oy 
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diligently upon the Preaching of the 


word, ſo you mult pray earneſtly to 
be taught of God; tor *tis only thoſe 
can prohit by teaching, whom God 
teacheth to profit. 


Contemp. G 


xr 00. As all the Saints of God are 
his firſt born, Heb. 12.2. Fer.3 1.9. 
Ex. 4. 32. So all the Saints of God 
are heirs, and this arifeth from that 
near union that they have with Chriſt; 


for bemg members of him, they 


make but one body with him, and fo. 


come to partake of the ſame love, 
and to be inveſted with the ſame 
priviledges: is he God's firſt born ? 
Rom. 8. 29. ſo are they; is he an 
heir ? - fo are they; And if Children, 
then heirs, heirs of God and joynt heirs 
with Chriſt, v. 17. They are heirs 
of God, not only effective, made 
heirs by God, but objective. ou 
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Satpſelf their iflheritance, I ams t hy 
exceeding. great reward, ſaith God to 
E Abraham, Gen: 15. 2, He doth not 
* ay,I will give thee a reward, but 1 


'my {elf will be thy reward; he that 


15 the ſupreme, pure,perfet, infinite, 
evcrlaſting good, 18 the portion of 
lus Feople he that is the fountain, 
original good, from whence is all 


good, bohum in quo omnia bona, that 


ood, in whom 1s all good, 1s their in- 
1erritance, neither doth it leſſen 
their inheritance, becauſe ſo many 
ſhare in it; for if every man enjoy as 


much of the Sun, which' is but a 


finite good, as if there were no more 
to enjoy it but himſelf, how much 
more ſhall each Saint enjoy as much 
of God. who is an inhnite .good, as 
if. no other Saint was to inherit 
with him. Well might the Pſalmiſt 


ſay in conſideration of God's being 


| - his portion, The lines are fallen unto 
* ome #n. pleaſant places, yea I have a 


goodly 
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goodly heritage , Pl. 16. 6: And? 
'Tacob 7 to Efay $$.15.w2 Cer... 
33. 11. { have all, tor be that 
+ Mg God, wherits ll thivgs 
"KEV; Ii / TH ERYVI ORE if God 
be thy port: es 204 ';1t unſpeakable 
Cauſe wo ve thai wil ro 151, to be 
ſatict with hins, ar. 1) CGE 1 
him; for if Gus himif cm make 


thec hzppy, thou ſhalt be happy. 
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